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. 

HERE AS the United Company of Merchants of England 

trading to the Eaſt Indies had, for a long time paſt, carried on 
an extenſive trade, obtained great territorial poſſeſſions and revenues, 
entered into various alliances and connections, and waged frequent 
wars with the native powers in India: AND WHEREAS it became 
neceſſary that the ſaid United Company, in purſuance of and by the 
authority in them veited by act of parliament, and charter under the 
great ſeal, ſhould create certain great offices for the management of 
theſe important affairs, and for the more perfect conducting and direct- 
ing of the various concerns from them reſulting: AND WHEREAS, 
among others, the office created and known by the name and deſig- 
nation of Preſident of the Preſidency of Fort William in Bengal, 
was an office of high truſt, power, and dignity; on the due and in- 
corrupt execution of which, the welfare of the ſaid United Company, 
the happineſs of the native inhabitants of India, the honour of the 
Crown of theſe kingdoms, and the character of the Britiſh nation, did 
moſt materially depend: AND WHEREAS Warren Haſtings, Eſq. was, 
by legal authority, conftituted and appointed to ſucceed to the ſitua- 
tion and office of Preſident of the Preſidency of Fort William in 
Bengal, by an appointment, bearing date the twenty-fifth day of 
April, one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-one; and the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings did, on or about the month of April, in the year 
one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-two, ſucceed to the ſaid of- 
fice, by which ſaid appointment and ſucceſſion, all the power, autho- 


rity, and dignity, which ever had been annexed thereto, were con- 


veyed to the ſaid Warren Haſtings: AND WHEREAS the great and 
growing national importance of the affairs of the Eaſt India Com- 
pany had made them peculiarly the object of public and parliamentary 
conſideration : AND WHEREAS, in conſequence thereof, an act paſſed 
in the thirteenth year of the reign of his preſent Majeſty, intituled, 
An act for the eſtabliſhing certain regulations for the better manage- 
© ment of the affairs of the Eaſt India Company, as well in India as 
in Europe:” AND WHEREAS by the ſaid act it was, among other 
things, enaQted, that a Governor General, inſtead of a Preſident as 
aforeſaid, ſhould be appointed to preſide over the affairs of the ſaid 
Eall India Company: AND WHEREAS great power, authority, dignity, 
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truſt, and reſponſibility, were by the ſaid act annexed to the office of 
Governor General; on the due and uncorrupt execution of which ſaid} 
laſt mentioned office, the before recited important intereſts, relative to 

the native ſubjects and protected princes in India, as well as to the 

ſaid Eaſt India Company and the Britiſh nation, did likewiſe in a moſt 
eſpecial manner depend: AND WHEREAS the ſaid Warren Haſtings} 
was appointed, by the act of parliament aforeſaid, to the office of Go-| 
vernor General, with all the powers by law belonging to the ſaid 
office: AND WHEREAS, by virtue of ſeveral ſubſequent acts of parlia- 
ment, he the ſaid Warren Haſtings has been frequently re-appointed 
to the ſaid office of Governor General, with all the power, autho- 
rity, dignity, truſt, and reſponſibility, originally annexed to the ſame: 
AND WHEREAS, in fact, the ſaid Warren Haſtings did accept of 
theſe great offices of Preſident and Governor General of the Preſi- 
dency of Fort William in Bengal, ſo beſtowed on him as aforeſaid, 
and did continue to act therein without any ſuſpenſion or intermiſſion 
whatever, from the period herein firit mentioned, until the month of 
February, in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty- five: 
AND WHEREAS the ſaid Warren Haſtings did ſolemaly ſwear faithfully 
to diſcharge his duty therein, by which he became bound, by the moſt 
ſolemn obligations to the Company, the Crown, and the Nation, 
faithſully to diſcharge the duty of the truſt repoſed in him duriag all 
the time aforeſaid: Yet the ſaid Warren Haſtings, not regarding the 
facred obligation of his oath, nor the important duties of the high of: 
fices to which he was appointed, but entertaining baſe and corrupt 
views of procuring for himſelf and his dependants exorbitant wealth 
and arbitrary deſigns of railing himſelf, by means of the undue influ 
ence ſo acquired, to exceſſive power, as well to gratify his inordinate 
ambition, as to ſecure himſelf from puniſhment for the many unjuſti 
fiable acts by him done and committed in the exerciſe of his office 
did, whilft he was Preſident and Governor General as aforeſaid, b 
the various unwarrantable and criminal practices hereinafter ſet forth 
. faithleſsly, illegally, and tyrannically violate the duties of his ſtation : 
by each and all of which practices the welfare of the Eaſt India Com 
pany has materially ſuffered, the happineſs of the native inhabitants 
of India been deeply affected, their confidence in Engliſh faith anc 
lenity ſhaken and impaired, and the honour of the Crown and cha 
racter of this nation wantonly and wickedly degraded, 


AR TICHI 


en FIRST. 


THAT. Rajah Bul want Sing, a great Chief or Zemindar of certain | 
provinces or diſtricts in India, called Benares, and Gazepoor, de- 
pendant upon the Mogul empire, through Sujah ul Dowlah, Na- 
bob of Oude, and Vizier of the ſaid empire, did, in the commence- 
ment of the Engliſh power in India, in or about the year one thouſand 
ſeven hundred and ſixty- four, attach himſelf to the Britiſh nation, and 
was, in the opinion of the Directors of the Eaſt India Company, of 
ſignal ſervice to the affairs and intereſts of Great Britain. 

That in conſideration of thoſe ſervices, the ſaid Bulwant Sing was, 

by the treaty of peace concluded at Allahabad, in the year one thou— 
ſand ſeven hundred and ſixty- -five, between Sujah ul Dowlah and the 
Britiſh nation, fully ſecured in the poſſeſſion of his territories, which 
poſſeſſion he retained till his death. 

That by the influence of the Britiſh Bengal government, and in 
conſideration of a large ſum of money, and a conſiderable increaſe of - | 
tribute paid to the Vizier, his ſon Rajah Cheit Sing did, on the 
death of his father, the ſaid Bulwant Sing, ſucceed to the ſaid terri- 
tories; and on or about the month of October, in the year one thou- 
ſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy, was fully inveſted with the govern- 
ment thereof. 

That in the month of June, in the year one thouſand ſeven hun- 
dred and ſeventy-three, Warren Haſtings, Eſquire (being then Pre- 

| fident of the Preſidency of Fort William in Bengal), was empowered 
by the Preſident and Council (that is by himſelf and Council) to 
renew, on behalf of Rajah Cheit Sing, the ſtipulations which had 
been formerly made with the Vizier in favour of his father Rajah 
Bulwant Sing, in conſideration of his ſervices in the year one thou- 
ſand ſeven hundred and ſixty- four. 

That in conſequence of theſe powers, the faid Warren Haſtings 
did, by various treaties and agreements, renew and ſecute to Rajah 
Cheit Sing and his poſterity, the inheritance of the abovementioned 

territories (which ſaid territories had been already conveyed to the 
ſaid Rajah by acts of the Vizier in his favour) upon the ſame terms as 
they had been granted to his father Bulwant Sing , excepting only the 
increaſe of tribute heretofore mentioned; and hp ſaid treaties or 
agree ments did expreſsly provide, that no increaſe of the fame {Kould 
ever be demanded from bim; and the ſame were fully guaranteed 
by the Eaſt India Company, and their faith pledged that they ſhould 
remain inviolable, and that there mould never be any deviation from 
them. f 

That the (cid Warren Haſtings was bound, as well by the ties of 
Juſtice 
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Juſtice as by the obligations of public faith, to afford the protection 


of the Eaſt India Company to the ſajd Rajah, more particularly à8 the 
inheritance, and even the life of the faid Rajah, were no langer ſafe 
than whilſt he enjoyed ſuch proteion, .... 

That he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did think himſelf bound by the 
ſaid. Treaties and agreements in favour of Rajah Cheit Sing, to afford 
him protection, and to prevent the Vizier from breaking through or 
deviating. from the ſaid treaties, and did accordingly, fome'time in 
the year one. thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-five, interfere and 
prevent, or did approve of the interference of the Reſident at the 
court of Oude for the purpoſe of preventing the ſaid Vizier from levying 
a ſum of five lacks of rupees in advance from the ſaid Cheit Sing, 
under pretence of his the ſaid Vizier's uuf 9s neceffities, by declaring 
that his Excellency (viz. the Vizier) could not on his part demand 
either an increaſe of rent or ſums in advance from the aid Rajah; 
and- that the demand of five lacks would, if complied with, eftabliſh 
a precedent againſt the ſaid Cheit Sing, contrary to the letter of the 


treaty with him; and that the Honourable Board, viz. the Council of 


Fort William, of which Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, was then Gover- 
nor General, would not ſee the rights of their dependants infringed 


upon; and that Rajah Cheit Sing was to be conſigęred in that light; 


and that the ſaid Vizier muſt expect to ſee him protected, for he was 
not to be put upon a fouting with his the ſaid Vizier's other Ze- 
OO ˖ as | 3 58 
That the above, and all other ſtipulations in favour of the ſaid 
Rajah, were fully known to, and approved of and confirmed and ra- 
tified by, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, NO OY 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, ſome time in the year one thou- 
ſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-five, propoſe and catry in council a 
reſolution, that it ſhould be made a condition of the treaty then nego, 
ciating with the Vizier, that Rajah Cheit Sing ſhould. exerciſe a free 
and independant authority in his dominions, ſubject only to the pay- 
ment of his tribute. 3 5 pi any rcbg 

That an aſſignment was afterwards obtained from the Vizier, by 


the Company, of the tribute payable by the ſaid Neige whereby the 


rights of ſuperiority which the ſaid Vizier was entitled to hold and to 
beſtow were transferred, yet the tenure and condition of the Rajah 
continued the ſame as before; the ſaid aſſignment being, as the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings has himſelf declared, without any encroachment on 
the juſt rights. of the Rajah, or the engagements actually ſubſiſting 
with him; the nature and extent of which had been fully known to, 
and often recognized by, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, and which never 
were, by any ſubſequent agreement, treaty, or otherwiſe, done away 
or ſuperſeded. _- 5 


bat the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, ſome time in the month of June, 


in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-five, lay before 
the Council at Fort William in Bengal, ſeveral propoſitions, for the 
purpoſe of carrying into effect the intentions of the Board to render 

| | the 


Gs * a 1 x4 a P—"PY 1 — — . 


—_ ©CC — 


N 


ES 7 1 = 
the ſaid Rajah more independant, to prevent him from being reduced 
to what he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, calls the mean and depraved ftate 
of a mere Zemindar, and to raife him to a ſituation of power and dig- 
nity unknown to any of his anceſtors: That in order to carry the 
ſaid intentions into execution, the ſaid Warren Haſtings did inter alia 
ſpecially propoſe, and with the approbation of his council did actu- 
ally convey to Cheit Sing the power of executing criminal juſtice 
and of coining money within his dominions, which powers, in that 
country, have always been conſidered as marks of ſovereignty : and 
did further propoſe, that whilſt the Rajah ſhould continue faithful to 
his engagements, and punctual in his payments, and ſhould pay due 
obedience to the Britiſh Government, no more demands ſhould be 
made upon him by the Eaſt India Company, of any kind; or on any 
pretence whatſoever ſhould any perſon be allowed to interfere with his 
authority, .or diſturb the peace of his country : Which propoſition 
was agreed to by the Council, and was ordered to be communicated 
to the ſaid Rajah Cheit Sing by Mr. Fowke, the then reſident at Be- 
nares; which voluntary reſtraint was propoſed by the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, and laid by the Government upon its own actions, in order, 
among other purpoſes, to inſpire the Rajah with the greateſt eonfi- 
dence, without which he the ſaid Rajah would expect from every 
change of government additional demands to be made upon him, and 
would' of courſe deſcend to all the arts of intrigue and concealment 
practiſed by other dependant Rajahs; and becauſe, by proper encou- 
ragement, he would prove a powerful ally, and a uſeful barrier to the 
Eaft India Company; but that he would be neither the one nor the 
other, if the conditions of his connection with the Company were left 
open to future yariations. _ 1 i 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in or about the month of June, 
one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy. five, did propoſe to his Coun- 
eil that Rajah Cbeit Sing ſhould engage to maintain in conſtant pay 
a body of two thouſand cavalry, for Which the Company were to pay 
after the rate of fifteen rupees per month for each private man, and in 
proportion for the officers, ſo long as they ſhould continue in the ſer- 
vice of the ſaid Company. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings then de- 
clared it was far from his intention to propoſe the above or any other 
article, to be impoſed upon the ſaid Rajah by compulſion; and the 
1 did finally reſolve, on or about the month of July, in the year 
laſt aforeſaid, that it be recommended to the ſaid Cheit Sing to keep 
up two thouſand cavalry, to be diſciplined after the European man- 
ner; but Ag ere, be no obligation upon him ſo to do. 1 
That by theſe and various other acts, agreements, treaties, or ſtipu- 
lations, the ſaid Rajah Cheit Sing was, under the authority of the 
Eaſt India Company, fuily confirmed and ſecured in the free and un- 
contrquled authority in the regulation and government of his Zemin- 
dary, ſubje& to no demand of any ſort or kind, or upon any pretence 
whatſoever, over and above the payment of the tent or tribute ſtipu- 
lated to be by him paid. R 15 
That 


I . J. 


That the ſaid Warren Haſtings was bound by the duties of his 
office, and by the ties of juſtice and public faith, ſtrictly to adhere to 
the aforeſaid treaties, ſtipulations, and engagements, and to every 
other treaty, ſtipulation, and engagement, which ſubſiſted between the 
Eaſt India Company and the ſaid Rajah, or to which the ſaid Com- 


pany were or had been parties or guarantees, according to the plain 


fenſe and true underſtanding of the fame. | $6243 
| hat the ſaid Warren Haſtings, whilſt he was Govenor General as 
aforeſaid, in direct breach of his duty, and of the truft repoſed in him, 
and in poſitive contradiction to the treaties, ſtipulations, and engage- 
ments, which exiſted between the Eaſt India Company and the ſaid 
Rajah, and with a view to haraſs, diſtreſs, and finally to ruin the ſaid 
Raj ah, in conſequence of pre-conceived malice againſt him, did on 
ſome day in the month of July, in the year one thouſand ſeven hun- 
dred and ſeventy-eight, under the pretence of a war in Europe, of 
which he the ſaid Warren Haſtings had not any authentic accounts, 
and at a time when the treaſury of the Eaſt India Company was 
unuſually full, and when no general levy or contribution was made 
upon any other perſons in ſituations ſimilar to that of the ſaid Cheit 
Sing, require that the ſaid Cheit Sing ſhould furniſh three battalions 
of Sepoys, at his own expence, for the ſervice of the ſaid Eaſt India 
Company, and did extort from the ſaid Cheit Sing the ſum of five 
Jacks of rupees, under pretence of providing and paying for the faid 
battalions. WE OT OS TIS ww Nee 
That the faid Warren Haſtings did farther, in or about the month 
of July, in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy- nine, 
extort a like ſum of five lacks of rupees from the ſaid Cheit Sing, 


under ſimilar or ſuch like pretences, and did compel the payment of 


the ſame by means of a military force; and did alſo extort the payment 
of a farther ſum of two thouſand pounds flerling, or thereabouts, 
under pretence of paying the expences of the ſaid force. 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did again, on or about the twenty- 
ſecond day of June, in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
eighty, extort from the ſaid Cheit Sing, by ſimilar and other rigorous 
means, and particularly by the threats of a fine of ten thouſand 
pounds, the payment of the like fum of five Jacks, under the aforeſaid 
and other ſuch like pretences, although he the ſaid Haſtings had, on 
the twenty-firſt day of June, that is to ſay, on or about the day before 
the ſaid renewed demand or thereabout, privately received from a 
perſon named Sadanund, buxey or treaſurer to the ſaid Rajab, a preſent 
or bribe of two lacks of rupees, or ſome other ſum, which was given 
under the plea of atoning for the oppoſition alledged by the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings to have been made againſt the payment of the ſaid ſublidy, 
but really in hopes of its inducing him the ſaid Warren Haſtings to 
give up that claim. 


% 


That, notwithſtanding the receipt of the above-mentioned bribe or 
preſent, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in further proſecution of a wicked: 
and malicious deſign to haraſs, oppreſs, and ruin the ſaid Rajah, did, 


On 


4 5 | 
on the ſecond day of November, one thouſand ſeven hundred and: 
eighty, move at the Council Board, and carry, a reſolution, that the 
Rajah of Benares ſhould. be required to furniſh ſuch cavalry as he 
ould ſpare for the ſervice of the Britiſh Government; and afterwards, 
nder pretence and colour of the ſaid reſolution of the Board, did 
deremptorily and arbitrarily demand from the ſaid Rajah two thou- 
and cavalry, which demand was afterwards reduced to ſome other 
umber, but without any offer of paying for the ſame, although the 
aid Rajah was not bound to keep up any cavalry, and for whatever 
number he furniſhed for the ſervice of the Eaſt India Company he was 
to be paid at the rate already ſtated. | 

That the faid Warren Haſtings, in further proſecution of the de- 
ſion aforeſaid, did, in direct defiance of both the letter and ſpirit of 
the ſaid treaties and. agreements, wickedly and maliciouſly enter into 
z clandeſtine negociation with the Vizier, Nabob of Oude, whom 
he ſaid Warren Haſtings well knew- to be the ancient and heredi- 
ary enemy of the Rajah and his family, and from the enmity of whoſe 
ather the ſaid Rajah's family had been ſecured and protected by the 
Britiſh power, in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſixty-five, 
or the expreſs purpoſe of ſelling the territories of the ſaid Rajah to 
he ſaid Vizier, for a ſum of money to be paid to the ſaid Eaſt India 


,ompany. | 135 | 
That the ſaid Warten Haſtings, in further proſecution of the ſaid 
icked deſign, and in order to draw the ſaid Rajah to ſome act which 
ight afford a pretence for violence towards him, did, ſome time 
arly in the month of January, in the year one thouſand ſeven hun- 
Ired and eighty-one, peremptorily and inſultingly write, or cauſe to 
de written, a letter to the ſaid Rajah, charging him with delay in 
payment of his monthly kiſts or payments, and with being the cauſe 
f the non-payment of the ſtipend of Mirza Sadit Ally, although the 
aid Cheit Sing did pay his kiſts with the utmoſt regularity, and the 
tipend to the ſaid Mirza Sadit Ally was paid with equal regularity, at 
be very time when the faid Warren Haſtings did falſely and unjuſtly 
barge him with delay in paying the ſame. "oy F 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in further proſecution of the de- 
gn aforeſaid, did, in or about the month of July, one thouſand ſeven 
undred and eighty- one, by a vote of Council, inveſt himſelf with 
n illegal and dangerous delegation of the powers of the whole Coun- 
il, without any authority given to him ſo to do, either by the Eaſt 
ndia Company or by any act or acts of parliament ; and, among 
ther things, did, in the manner aforeſaid, confer upon himſelf full 
ower and authority to form ſuch arrangements with the Rajah of Be- 
ares, for the better government and management of his Zemindary, 
d to perform ſuch acts, for the improvements of the intereſts which 
e Company poſſeſſed in it, as he ſhould think fit, and conſonant to 
Ar engagements ſubſiſting between the Company and the 
ajan, 2 | | 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, under colour of the above autho- 
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rity, and under certain falſe, wicked, and malicious pretences, with | 
a view to haraſs, ruin, and oppreſs the ſaid Cheit Sing, and with an | 


intention to extort certain large and enormous ſums of money from 
him, without any juſt or, reaſonable cauſe (although the ſaid Cheit 


Sing had a ſhort time before, knowing the malice of the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, offered to pay. the ſum of twenty lacks of rupees, for the 
ſervice of the Eaſt India Company), did wickedly and maliciouſly } 


undertake a journey to the Upper Provinces, and .in particular to the 
Province of Benares, and did then and there, in profecution of the 
wickedneſs and malice aforeſaid, wantonly, arbitrarily, and tyran- 
nically degrade, inſult, and falſely accuſe him the ſaid Rajah of cer- 
tain acts of miſgovernment, and of diſaffection and breach of faith 
and duty to the Eaſt India Company, and of other crimes and of- 
fences, which ſaid pretended offences were ſet forth in a certain 
paper writing, delivered or ordered to be delivered to the ſaid Rajah 


by the ſaid Warren Haſtings: And although the ſaid Rajah did, by 


every means in his power, endeavour to pay every mark of reſpect 
and attention to the ſaid Warren Haſtings, did expreſs the utmoſt 


_ diftreſs and concern at having given any ſuppoſed cauſe of offence to 


S 


him, and aſſured him, that his Zeminglary, and all he poſſeſſed, were 
at his devotion, and did accompany his words with actions ſtrongly 


expreſſive of his ſincerity; and although the ſaid Sal did, in the 


moſt ſubmiſſive: and humble manner, either fully deny or offer a 
complete juſtification of himſelf from the falſe, wicked, and mali- 
cious charges brought againſt him, and did deſire a full enquiry into 
the truth of his allegations made in his defence- aforeſaid, yet the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings did arbitrarily and tyrannically order him the 
faid Rajah to be put under arreſt in his own palace, and loaded 
him with unmerited indignities, which meaſure did cauſe great alarm 
amongſt his ſubjects, by diſgracing their Prince in the eyes of all 


Hindoſtan, by being a flagrant inſtance of breach of faith, highly 


unwarrantable and difgraceful, and tending materially to weaken the 
conhdence which the native Princes ought to have in the juſtice 
and moderation of the Britiſh (Government. — That he the ſaid Rajah 
did, after the ſaid arreſt, write ſeveral letters, full of diſtreſs; and 
ſubmiſſion, and apparent deſpondency, to the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
who took little notice of the ſame; and, a ſudden affray having ariſen, 
in conſequence of the march of a company of ſepoys to reinforce the 
guard put over the Rajah, and in conſequence of the inſults and in- 
dignities offered to him, and a part of the ſaid guard having been 
deftroyed by the fury of the populace, enraged by the outrages of- 
fered to their Prince in their prefence, and the Rajah havin fled for 


ſafety, during the tumult, to.a fort in the neighbourhood, be the 
ſaid Rajah did immediately, and at divers and ſundry times. after- 
wards, fend other letters of ſubmiſſion to the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
requeſting permiſſion to juſtify himſelf from the charges brought againſt 
him, and offering to ſubmit in all things to the pleaſure of the faid 
Warren Haſtings, who nevertheleſs conſtantly. and peremptorily 1 
: fuſe 
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equally extravagant, untrue, and incredible; he the ſaid 


©. 


fuſed to anſwer or to liſten to the ſame ; and at laſt, upon the pre- 
tence that the ſaid inſurrection or affray (really raiſed by his own vio- 
lence, breach of faith, and oppreſſion) was the effect of a premeditated 
deſign to overturn the Britiſh empire in India, and to exterminate 


therefrom the Britiſh Nation; and that the ſaid Rajah aimed at the 


total ſubverſion of the authority of the Company, and the erection of 
his own independency upon its ruins; and upon other allegations 


arren 
Haſtings did hazard the ſafety of the ſaid empire in the Eaſt, upon 


the event of a civil war, at a time when it was attacked by enemies 


upon every ſide, rather than liſten to any terms of accommodation, 


or offers of juſtification from the ſaid Rajah; and, collecting around 
him the troops of the Company, did wickedly, arbitrarily, and tyran- 
nically expel the ſaid Rajah from thoſe territories which he held 
virtue of repeated agreements with the Company, and to which he 
had not forfeited his right by any acts by him the ſaid Rajah done or 
omitted, previous to the violent and unjuſt impriſonment aforeſaid ; 
in conſequence of which arreſt and expulſion, an unjuſt war aroſe, 
much blood was ſhed, the collection of the revenues impeded, and the 
whole country thrown into confuſion ; which ſaid war did extend it- 
ſelf into the neighbouring provinces, and which bloodſhed, war, and 
confuſion, are ſolely imputable to the miſconduct, violence, tyranny, 
and culpable improvidence of the ſaid Warren Haſtings. In all which 
unjuſt and illegal acts, repeated demands, extorſive exactions, arbi- 
trary arreſt, and final expulſion of the ſaid Cheit Sing from his do- 
minions, upon pretences, many of which were never ſuggeſted or 
alledged by the ſaid Warren Haſtings till after the ſaid expulſion, and 
in various other acts by him the ſaid Warren Haſtings done and 
omitted towards the ſaid Rajah, he the ſaid Warren Haſtings has, in 
many and various inſtances, acted contrary to the truſt repoſed in him, 
to the faith of ſolemn treaties, to his own declared ſenſe of his duty, 
and thereby greatly diſgraced and diſcredited the character of the 
Britiſh Nation in India; and by all and every one of the aforeſaid 
acts, done, perpetrated, authorized, or. permitted by him the faid 
Warren Haſtings, he the faid Warcen Haſtings was, and is, guilty of 
high crimes and miſdemeanors _ | . 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did farther, after the flight of the 
ſaid Cheit Sing, direct an attack to be made upon a, caſtle called 
Bidjegur, the reſidence of Panna, the mother of the ſaid Rajah, and 
of the ſurviving women of the family of Rajah Bulwant Sing; and, 
for the purpoſe of the directed attack, did order a body of troops to 
march and diſpoſſeſs them of their reſidence, and to ſeize upon their 
money and effects, without even pretending that they had committed 
any offence whatſoever, and without even enquiring whether the 
treaſure contained in the fortteſs of Bidjegur was the property of the 
ſaid women, or of Cheit Sing. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, 
neither then nor ſince, alledge, or attempt to prove, that the ſaid 
ladies ever were concerned, in the remoteſt degree, in any of the 
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l deſigns falſely by the ſaid Warren Haſtings imputed to the ſaid Cheit 
4 Sing; yet nevertheleſs he did not only beſiege, or cauſe to be be- 
4 ſieged, the fortreſs aforeſaid, but did ſtimulate the army to tapine and 
| outrage, by the-wicked orders which he iſſued, by ditecting that 
| the fort, and all che property it contained, ſhould be ſecured fer the 
benefit of the detachment employed in reducing it, and by abandon- 
ing tothe ſoldierpiall the property of the ſaid women of every ſort, 
| contrary to thelpractice of civilized nations, and particularly offen- 
| 


ſive to the mimners of the Eaſt, and the reſpect there paid to the fe- 
male ſex, Ard did farther prohibit Major Popham, or the com- 
* manding officer of the army employed in the above ſervice, from 
entering into any conditions with the ſaid mother of the ſaid Rajah, 
| 
1 


eyen for a proviſion ; and did declare, that if ſhe diſappointed certain 
expectations, or did not inſtantly comply with certain terms which 
he the ſaid Warren Haſtings propoſed to her, in conſequence of ſome 
0 overtures from her, he would confider it as a wanton affront, and 
never would forgive the ſame. That the ſaid mother of the ſaid 
i} . Rajah, having eyacuated the fortreſs aforeſaid, and ſurrendered the 
ſame upon certain terms, rather than incur the dangers with which. 
| ſhe was threatened by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, the terms of the 
ig aid, capitulation were yiolated, and the ſaid lady, her relations, and 
A . dependants, plundered, in conſequence of that ſpirit cf rapacity ex- 
„ :eited by the acts of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, and his abanduning 
| 1 the ſaid fort, and every thing it contained, to the 
$ Idieryj: i 1 * ei OR got #1 3. \ | 
j3 Which ſaid acts, orders, directions, or licence of him the aid 
„Warren Haſtings, giving up the plunder aforeſaid, in the manner 
aforeſaid, were iſſued, directed, or given by him the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, without any competent authority being, veſted in him for 
that purpoſe; in direct contradittian to the orders of his maſters, and 
to his own ſenſe of his public duty; and which ſaid orders did, in 
the opinion of him the faid Warren Haſtings, neceſſarily. tend to 
bring corruption and ruin an the army. And the faid Warren 
- Haſtings, after ſuch licence given to the ſoldiery to plunder for theit 
own benefit, and after the ſpoil made in conſequenee of that licence, ¶ t 
amounting in value to a very large ſum, was actually divided amangſt 
and ſhared by the ſoldiery, did retract his declaration of right, and Þ 
his permiſſion tœthe ſoldiers to appropriate the plunder to themſelves, d 
and did endeavour, by various artifices and devices, to explain away t: 
ſucb his declaration and permiſſion, and to recover from the ſoldiery f. 
the ſpoil ſp before by himſelf granted to them; but having failed in this] t! 
attempt to reſume, by a bteach of faith with the ſoldiers, what he had p 
unlawfully granted by a breach of duty to his conſtituents, he then d 
0 
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zitempied jorabtain the ſame from the ſoldiers and officers as a loan 


And failing vin this attempt alſo, and this ſpoil being the only part of 
the treaſutes belonging to the Rajah, or any part of his family, the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings was altogether fruſtrated. in the acquiſition f. 
every part of that diſhonourable object which alone he had pretended B 
e „„ $9 


1 | 
to, and purſued through a long ſeries of acts of injuſtice, inhumanity, 
oppreſſion, violence, and bloodſhed, to the great riſk, even in his o 


1 
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Opinio ne. t 

| That the ſaid Warren Haſtings having, as aforeſaid, expelled the 
ſaid Cheit Sing from his dominions, did of his. own uſurped autho- 
Tity, and without any communication with, or any approbation given 
by, the other Members of the Council, nominate and appoint Rajah 
Mehipnarain to the government of the provinces of Benares, and did 
appoint his father, Durbedgy Sing, ae of his authority; 
and did give to the Britiſh Reſident, Mr. arkham, a Cpntfouling 
authority over both; and did farther abrogate and ſet aſide all treaties 
and agreements which ſubſiſted between the ſtate of Benares and the 
Britiſh Nation; and did arbitrarily and tyrannically, af his mere au- 
thority, raiſe the tribute to the ſum.of four hundred thouſand pounds 
ſterling, or thereabouts; did further wantonly and illegally * impoſe 
certain oppreſſive duties upon goods and merchandize, to the great in- 
jury of trade, and ruin of the province; and did farther diſpoſe of, as 
his own, the property within the ſaid provinces, by granting the ſame, 
or parts thereof, in penſions to ſuch perſons as he thought ht. 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, ſome time in the Jour one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-two, enter into a clandeſtine cor- 
reſpondence with William Markham, Eſquire, the then Reſident at 
Benares; which ſaid Markham had been by him the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings obtruded into the ſaid office contrary to the poſitive orders 
of the court of directors: And in conſequence of the repreſentations 
of the ſaid Markham did, under pretence that the new exceſſive rent 


or tribute was in arrear, and that the affairs of the province were 


likely to fall into confuſion, authorize and empower him, by his own 
private authority, to remove the ſaid Durbedgy Sing from his office, 
and deprive him of his eſtate, - | : 

That the faid Durbedgy Sing was, by the private orders and au- 
thorities given by the ſaid Warren Haftings, and in conſequence of 
the repreſentations aforeſaid, violently thrown into priſon, and cruelly 
confined therein, under pretence of the non-payment of the arrears of 
the tribute aforeſaid. VCC 4 

That the widow of Bulwant Sing, and the Rajah Mehipnarain, did 
pointedly accuſe the faid Markham of being the ſole cauſe of any 
delay in the payment of the tribute aforeſaid, and. did offer to prove 
the innocence of the ſaid Durbedgy Sing, and alſo to prove that the 
faults aſcribed to him were ſolely the faults of the ſaid Markham; yet 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings did pay no regard whatever to the ſaid re- 
preſentations, nor make any ' enquiry into the truth of the ſame, but 
did accuſe the ſaid widow. of Bulwant Sing, and the Rajah aforeſaid, 
of groſs preſumption for the ſame ; and, liſtening to the repreſentations 
of the perſon accuſed (viz. the Reſident Markham), did continue to 
confine the ſaid Durbedgy Sing in priſon, and did inveſt the Re- 
ſident Markham with authority to beltoy his office upon whomſoever 
bc pleaſed, . R | 

That 


ren Haſtings, was obliged greatly to diſtreſs and haraſs the unfortunate 


thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-four, remove the ſaid Jagger Deo 


That the conſequence of all theſe violent changes and arbitrary aQts 


ut: 5 1 


That the ſaid Markham did beſtow. the ſaid office of Adminiſtrator 
of the province of Benares upon a certain perſon named Jagger Deo 
Seo, who, in order to gratify the arbitrary demands of the ſaid War- 


inhabitants of the ſaid province. 3 EGO Mm; 
_ That the faid Warren Haſtings did, ſome time in the year one 


Seo from the faid office, under pretence of certain irregularities and 


oppreſſions, which irregularities and oppreſſions are ſolely imputable 
to him the ſaid Warren Haſtings. FF 


were, the total ruin and deſolation of the country, and the flight of 
the inhabitants; the ſaid Warren Haſtings having found every place 
abandoned at his approach, even by the officers of the very govern- 
ment which he eſtabliſhed, and ſeeing nothing but traces of devaſta- 
tion in every village; the province, in effect, without a government; 
the adminiſtration miſconducted ; the people oppreſſed; trade diſcou- 


raged ; and the revenue in danger of a rapid decline, 0 

All which deſtruction, devaſtation, oppreſſion, and ruin, are ſolely 
imputable to the abovementioned and other arbitrary, illegal, unjuſt, 
and tyrannical acts of him the ſaid Warren Haſtings; who by all and 
every one of the ſame, was, and is, guilty of high crimes and miſ- 
demeanors. 1 Sh wht 1 N | 5 
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THAT the mother and grandmother of the preſent Vizier Aſoph ul 
Dowla, Nabob of Oude, are amongſt the women of the higheſt 
rank, family, and diſtinction in Aſia, the former being the wife of 
the late Suja ul Dowla, and the latter widow of Sufder Jung, ad 
daughter of Sadit, the predeceſſor of the ſaid Sufder Jung in the go- 
vernment of Oude, which ſaid Sufder Jung, father of Suja ul Dowla, 
and grandfather of the preſent Nabob of Oude, firſt obtained his rank 
among the princes of India through the means of the ſaid alliance. 
That the ſaid. mother and grandmother of the ſaid Aſoph ul Dowla 
were in poſſeſſion of certain landed eſtates, called Jaghires, and cer 
tain valuable moveables, for the purpoſe as well of maintaining thelf 
own rank and dignity, as for the maintenance of their numerous family” 
and dependants. _ = 7 VE 
That on or about the months of September or October one 17 


3 1 1 
ſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-five, Mr. Briſtow, the then Reſident 
Nat the court of Oude, was requeſted by Aſoph ul Dowla, Nabob of 
Oude, and Vizier of the Empire, to uſe his endeavours to perſuade 
his ſaid mother, commonly called the Bow Begum, to aſſiſt him with 
a ſum of money, under a pretence of his great diftreſs and urgent 
eceſſities, which were principally occaſioned by the heavy debt which 
be had incurred to the Eaſt India * 8 

That the ſaid Bow Begum did poſitively refuſe to advance or pay 
to the Nabob any ſum or ſums of money whatſoever, unleſs for the 
ſake, and under the guarantee of the Engliſh. 

That in conſequence thereof a ſolemn treaty was finally concluded 
e between the ſaid Vizier and the ſaid Begum, by which ſhe the ſaid 
\- Begum conſented to pay to the Vizier the ſum of thirty lacks of ru- 
„ pees in money and goods, and granted to him a releaſe for a ſum of 
t; twenty-ſix lacks, which ſhe had formerly advanced to him the ſaid 
Vizier ; which ſaid ſum of money was paid and releaſed under the 
expreſs condition that no farther ſum of money ſhould ever be de- 


ly Hranded from her by the ſaid Vizier, upon any occaſion, 6r upon 

t, Wny pretence whatſoever, and under the farrher expreſs condition, 
chat the jaghires, lands, money, goods, and property of every kind, 
{= Ichen in her poſſeſſion, ſhould be firmly ſecured and guaranteed to her, 


under the protection and guarantee of the Engliſh nation; and that 
no further loan, claim, or demand of any ſort ſhould ever be required 
rom. her. f tan 
That the ſaid agreement or treaty was confirmed by the moſt ſacred 
{Worms of the Mahomedan religion by the ſaid Vizier, and was fully 
guaranteed by Mr. Briſtow upon the part of the Eaſt India Com- 
pany. . 8 
That the ſaid guarantee was afterwards, viz. in or about the month 
df November of the year laſt aforeſaid, fully approved of, and con- 
rmed by the Governor General and Council, Warren Haſtings be- 
ng then Governor General as aforeſaid. : 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, being Governor General as afore- 
aid, was (as It was his duty to be) fully apprized both of the nature 
and extent of the ſaid guarantee, and has frequently declared his.own . 


„ 


of enſe of the binding force and operation of the ſame, and of the diſ- 
154 ce and diſcredit which would fall upon the Engliſh name, if even 
go- he appearance of oppreſſion exiſted towards a perſon of the Begum's 
via, Nen and character, after the honour and faith of the Eaſt India Com- 
ank any was pledged for the obſervance of the ſaid treaty. . 


hat the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in conformity to the above juſt 
enſe of the nature and extent of the ſaid treaty and guarantee, has 
cer: peatedly interfered with his authority to ſupport and defend the 
heit me; and in particular, ſome time in the year one thouſand ſeven 


nily undred and ſeventy-eight, upon certain complaints being made to 
he Governor General and Council bw the ſaid Begum, of certain 
bus! nfractions of the ſaid treaty, he the faid Warren Haſtings did, in 


oncurrence with the Council, write, or order to be written to Mr. 
| Middleton, 


Middleton, then Reſident at Oude, a letter or order to the effect fol- 


with his and her requeſt; and therefore the ſaid Reſident, was em- 


rity of the guarantee aforefaid. 


one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-eight, to repreſent to the 


Er 16. J. 


lowing:— That ſhe, the ſaid; Begum, was entitled to the protection 
of the Britifh, Government by an act not ſought by the ſaid Govern- 
ment, but ſolicited by the Nabob himſelf, and granted in compliance 


powered to afford his ſupport and protection to her in due mainte- 
nance of all the rights ſhe poſſeſſed by virtue of the treaty between 
her and her ſon, under the guarantee of the Company, and againſt 
every attempt that might be made, directly or indirectly, to td 
them. In conſequence of which letter or order, ſhe was protected 
by the ſaid Reſident in the enjoyment of her rights, under the autho- 


hat the ſaid elder Begum, wife of Sufder Jung, and grandmother 

of Aſoph ul Dowla, was alſo in poſſeſſion. of certain jaghires and ef- 
fects, in the quiet poſſeſſion of which ſhe was moleſted by the ſaid 
Aſoph ul Dowla, and in confequence thereof ſhe, the ſaid elder Be- 
um, applied for relief and protection to the Governor General and 
Council of Fort William, he the ſaid Warren. Haſtings being Go- 
vernor General as aforeſaid ; who did accordingly interfere in her 
behalf, by directing the Reſident Middleton, ſome time in the year 


Nabob the conſequences of ſuch arbitrary proceedings, the reproach 
to which his honour and reputation, as well as that of the Britiſh 
Government from being connected with him, would be expoſed by i. 
ſuch acts of cruelty and injuſtice, and the right which the ſaid Go- i (| 
vernment derived, from the nature of its alliance with him, to expect Wh 
that he would pay a deference to its remonſtrances.— That in conſe- W ji 


quence of the above and other interferences, powers, and authari- B 


ties, made, given,. granted, or confirmed by the Governor General 
and Council aforeſaid, the ſaid elder Zegum was finally and fully 
ſecured in the poſſeſſion of the jaghires and effects, and in the govern- 
ment of the family of Sufder Jung, which was then ſtated by her, 
and acknowledged by the ſaid Middleton and Warien Haſtings, to 
be dependent upon her the ſaid Begum; and the poſitive guarantee 
of the Britiſh nation was by the ſaid Reſident, under the authority 
of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, ſolemnly pledged to her for her 
protection. - _ DET Oe 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, ſome time in the months ef 
May, June, or July, in the year one thouſznd ſeven hundred and 
eighty-one, illegally and unwarrantably confer upon himſelf complete 
and full military authority and command over all the troops of 
the Eaſt India Company ſtationed beyond the provinces of the ſaid 
Company, and particularly over the troops {tationed in the dominions 

of the ſaid Vizier. _ | 1 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did about the ſame time, contrary 
to law, to his duty, and to the very nature of the powers veſted i him, 
confer upon himſelf a full and complete delegation of the whole Bowe! 
and authority of the Governor General and Council of Fort way 
hat 


11 


That he the ſaid Warren Haſtings, ſome time before, that is to 

ſay, in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-one, did re- 
cal the Reſident at the court of Oude, ſpecially nominated and ap- 
pointed thereto by the Court of Directors, without any fault being 
to be found, as he himſelf has fince declared, with the conduct of the 
ſaid Reſident; and did arrogate to himſelf the nomination of the Re- 
| ſident at the Court of (Qude as his particular agent and repreſentative, 
and did inveſt Nathanięl Middleton with the ſaid office. 15 
That the ſaid Nabopb of Oude was in ſubſtance and effect, as well 
as in general repute and eſtimation, dependant upon, and under the 


. 


controul of, the Governor General of Bengal. | | . 
That he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did in ſubſtance and effect inveſt 

the ſaid Middleton with great civil and military authority in the domi- 

r WW nions of the ſaid Nabob. | ö ö 

7 That the faid Warren Haſtings, by the above illegal delegation. 

d of authority, by the improper nomination of the Reſident, by being 

d 


in poſſeſſion of the real, though not of the oſtenſible power in the 

dominions of the ſaid Nabob Vizier, and by many other acts by him 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings himſelf, or by his authority, approbation, 
and concurrence, done and committed, he the faid Warren Haſtings 
r did render himſelf peculiarly reſponſible for the good government of 
Ee the faid provinces. . TO . ; 
h That the ſaid Warren Haſtings was bound by the ties of juſtice 
h and good faith, and by the duties of his office, and the truſt repoſed 
in him, ſtrictly to adhere to treaties entered into or guaranteed by 
te Eaſt India Company or the Britiſh nation, and to attend to. the 
Xt WW bappineſs and ſecurity of the properties, poſſeſſions, liberties, and 
= WW lives of thoſe who either were ſubject to, or dependant upon, the 
1- Wl Britiſh power in India. . ä 
al That he the ſaid Warren Haſtings, under colour and pretence of 
ly WW the above-mentioned illegal delegation of authority, and, as he pre- 
n- WF tended, in proſecution of certain objects mentioned by him in a mi- 
I, nute dated the twenty-firſt of May, in the year one thouſand ſeven 
to hundred and eighty-one, did undertake a journey to the Upper Pro- 
ce vinces, and having met the aforeſaid Nabob of Oude at a certain 
place called Chunar, did, in groſs violation of his duty, of the faith 
of treaties, of the ſanction of the Company's guarantee, and without 
py regard to juſtice or good faith, wickedly, corruptly, and malici- 
Ouſly enter into a certain treaty and agreement with the ſaid Nabob, 
ſince known by the appellation of the treaty of Chunar ; whereby, 
among other things, power was given to the ſaid Nabob to reſume 
ſuch Jaghires as he ſhould find neceſſary, with a reſervation that the 
amount of ſuch as were guaranteed by the Company ſhould be paid 
through the Reſident in money; and although, at the time of the 
aid treaty, no charge of any fort was made, as alledged by the ſaid 


ary Warren Haſtings, againſt the mother and grandmother of the faid 
im, ab and although nothing more is purported by the ſaid treaty 


gan bie permiſfon to the ſaid Nabob, and although no part. 
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cular jaghires and eſtates are pointed out, and although the ſaid treaty 


purports to be at the deſire of the ſaid Nabob, and the execution 
or non - execution of the ſame to depend entirely upon his diſcretion, 
' he the ſaid Warren Haſtings, having inveſted his creature Middleton 
with almoſt an abſolute authority over the dominions of the ſaid 
Nabob, did compel] the ſaid Nabob to become the unnatural inſtru- 


ment of outrage and extortion againſt his own parents, and after 
much reſiſtance upon the part of the Nabob did force him to yield a 
nominal acquieſcence to the deſires of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, and 
to iſſue his own orders (which orders he did, at the very time of 
iſſuing the ſame, declare to be the effect of compulſion only) for the 
ſeizure and confiſcation of the eſtates and jaghire of his mother, 


grandmother, and many of the principal nobility of his country 3 


which ſaid extorted orders were cruelly and violently carried into ef- 


ſect by the approbation and with the concurrence of the ſaid Warren 


Haftings, to the ' ſubverſion of property, the deſtruction of many 
ancient and honourable families, the confuſion and diſcontent of the 
whole country, to the diſgrace of the prince thus made the inſtru- 
ment of perfidy and outrage towards his parents, and to the unſpeak- 


able diſhonour and diſgrace of the Britiſh name and character in the 


eyes of all Aſia; which lands, jaghires, and eſtates, when ſo taken, 
were firſt aſſigned to the ſaid Reſident, in part payment of the pre- 
tended debt to the Company, and finally motgaged to ſhroffs, bankers 
or money dealers, for the uſe of the ſaid Company, and no ſteps of 
any kind were taken, either by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, or by his 
order and authority, to ſecure the amount of the ſaid jaghires to be 
Paid to the ſaid ladies; and poſitive orders were given by the faid 
Warren Haſtings, that the ſaid Nabob ſhould not be permitted to re- 
More: the ſaid eſtates to his ſaid parents, who thereby were reduced to 
great difficulty, diftreſs, and want. 1 3 
By all and every one of which acts and proceedings, he the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings was, and is, guilty of a baſe and flagitious viola- 


tion of the ſolemn guarantee of the Britiſh nation, and alſo guilty of 


'a breach of the treaty of Chunar, and by the means by which he 
effected the above crimes is further guilty of fraud, violence, extor- 
tion, and injuſtice towards the Nabob of Oude and his ſaid parents, 
and is thereby guilty of high crimes and miſdemeanors. ee 
That not only the landed eſtates or jaghires, but the property, 
money, jewels, and other effects of the ſaid parents of the Nabob of 
Oude, were ſpecially guaranteed to them by the treaties aforeſaid. 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, without eyen the form of a treaty, 
and in further direct violation of the above ſolemn engagements, dur- 
ing his refidence at Chunar aforeſaid, did, under colour and pretence 
of the aforeſaid illegal powers and authorities delegated to him, and 
- under eertain other falſe, frivolous, wicked, and malicious pretences, 
»communicate through Sir Elijah Impey, Knight, Chief Juſtice of the 
>8upreme Court of fudicature at Fort William in Bengal, first his 
pleaſure and then his orders to the Refident 1 
eds deer renne * 460 emden 4 
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1 3 
ſaid treaſures, ſolemnly guaranteed to the ſaid Begums, ſhould: be 
confiſcated, and that the ſame ſhould be applied to the liquidation of 
the Nabob's pretended debt to the Eaſt India Company: © + | 

Which ſaid pleaſure and order of the ſaid Warren Haſtings was 
forced upon the ſaid Nabob, and his conſent to the ſaid unjuſt and 
unjuſtifiable acts was wrung from him with an almoſt unconquerable 
reluctance. 5 F. 8 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in proſecution of the ſaid unjuſt, 
violent, and oppreflive orders, did ſpecially prohibit the ſaid Mid- 
dleton from allowing any negociation or forbearance, and expreſsly 
ordered him to proſecute both ſervices (that is, the ſeizure of the 


jaghires as aforeſaid, and the confiſcation of the treaſures of the ſaid 


ladies) until they, the ſaid ladies, were reduced to the entire mercy 
of the ſaid Nabob, their jaghires in the quiet poſſeſſion of his Aumils, 
and their wealth in quiet poſſeſſion of thoſe who ſhould ſcreen it from 
private embezzlement ; and by theſe and other orders given to the 
ſaid. Middleton, did ſtimulate and encourage him, the ſaid Middleton, 
to every degree of ſeverity and outrage, and threatened him with the 
effects of dreadful reſponſibility if he did not obey bim, the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings ; and in order to enable him the better to carry the 
ſame violent and unjuſt meaſures into execution, did order a large 
force to be marched into the territories of the fait Vizier, without 
any requeſt from him the ſaid Nabob, and contrary to his declared and 
avowed deſire and inclination. 

In conſequence of which pleaſure and orders of him, the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings, and by means of the authorities and powers by him 
given, the ſaid Middleton did, in conformity to the ſame, proceed 
to the city of Fyzabad with a party of Britiſh and other troops, at 
which city the faid mother and grandmother of the ſaid Nabob did 
reſide; and after ſpending two days in negotiation (which ſmall de- 
lay was afterwards charged as a crime by the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
upon the ſaid Middleton) did firſt ſtorm the town, and then the 
caſtle where the ſaid ladies reſided, and did violently, wickedly, and 
cruelly extort from the ſaid Begums and their principal ſervants a 
diſcovery of their treaſures and effects, by throwing the ſaid prin- 
Cipal ſervants into priſon, loading them with fetters, and by various 
other ſeverities and cruelties practiſed towards them; which ſaid 
treaſures and effects were firſt ſecured by the ſaid Middleton, or 
2% his authority, and afterwards applied to the uſe. of the Eaſt India 

ompany. HY 

That the ſaid Reſident, Middleton, or his aſſiſtant reſident, John- 
ſon, in farther proſecution of the orders of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
and in order to ſatisfy the unjuſt, oppreſſive, and rapacious demands 
of him, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, did compel the prineipal miniſters 
of the ſaid Begums to enter into certain ſecurities for divers large 
ſums of money, and extort the payment of the ſame by means horrid 
and cruel, by throwing the unfortunate miniſters aforeſaid into pri- 
lon, loading them with irons, depriving them of food, and by means 


82 | | of 


( 20 J | 
of various other indignities and ſeverities: And the ſaid payment was | 
finally made by the ſale, or pretended fale, of the effects, clothes, 
and wearing apparel of the ſaid ladies; which ſaid feizure of the trea- 
fures of the ſaid Begums, the imprifonment of their miniſters, 

and ſubſequent ſale of their effects, were conducted with circum- 
ſtances of aggravated atrocity, highly diſgraceful to the Britiſn name 
and character, by being the means of reducing the mother and grand- 
mother of the then reigning prince of Oude to the utmoſt diſtreſs, under 
the pretended authority of the ſaid prince, and by being the means of 
feducing the women and children of the late Nabob Suja ul Dowla, 
dependant upon the ſaid Begums by want of the mere neceſſaries of 
Rfe, to break through all the principles of local decorum which con- 
ſtitute the character of the female ſex in that part of the world, and 
after fruitleſs ſupplications and ſhrieks of famine, to endeavour to 
Break the inclofure of the palace, and force their way to the market 
place, in order to beg for bread, and finally to ſubmit to the extremity 
of difgrace and degradation, by expoſing themſelves to public view, 
with the ſtarving children of their late ſovereign, the brothers and 
fiſters of the reignivg prince; in which attempt they were attacked 
by the ſepoys, armed with bludgeons, and driven back by blows into 
the palace: For all which citcumſtances of cruelty and barbarity 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings is in a peculiar manner refponſible, many, 
if not moft of the ſame being the neceſſary and inevitable conſequences 
of the illegal powers aſſumed by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, and the 
atrocious and unjuſt orders given by him, and many of the ſaid ſeve- 
rities and cruelties being made known to the faid Warren Haſtings by 
the Reiident or others; and he, the ſaid Warren Haftings, although 
informed of the fame, did take no ſteps for the redreſs of the ſaid 
rruelties, but, on the contrary, did declare the fame to be juſtly me- b 
Yited, and did ſtimulate and encourage his agents and others to con-| f? 
tinue and enforce the ſame. 1 2 
** By all ard every one of which aQings, doings, and proceedings, e 
by him, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, or by his authority, counſel, con- 
nivance, or criminal neglect, done, perpetrated, and committed, he, N 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, was, and is, guilty of high crimes and a 
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miſdemeanors : hb | 
Which ſaid crimes and miſdemeanors are not only greatly aggravated 
and increaſed by the outrage and violence offered to the perſons and 
properties of the ſaid ladies, the cruelties practiſed towards their mini- 
ſters, and the miſery, degradation, and want to which they themſelves 
and their dependants were reduced; but are alſo further aggravated by 
the inſtruments employed by the ſaid Warren Haſtings in the perpe- 
tration thereof, the one being a ſon, who was compelled to become 
the inftrument of extortion and violence againſt his own parents, and 
the other being his Majeſty's Chief Juſtice in India, a perſon by - 
his fituation peculiarly unfit to become the tool of ſuch atrociou 
proceedings, 
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falſe, frivolous, wicked, and malicious pretences, which he the ſaid 
above diſgraceful and atrocious acts, and which 


impoſe upon his maſters, the Directors of the Eaſt India Company, 
and the. Britiſh nation, and by 


ter of Britiſh juſtice in India. 


offences, by audaciouſly ſtifling an enquiry into the crimes charged by 
him the ſaid Warren Haſtings upon the ſaid princeſſes ; which enqui- 


ia his juſtification of the wicked acts aforeſaid, and did in effe& and 


ax } 
And the ſaid crimes are farther aggravated and encreaſed by the 


Warren Haſtings has endeavoured to ſet up in juſtification of the 
e has attempted to 


the malicious and unfounded accuſa- 
tions which he has ſince brought againſt the ſaid Begums, and which 
he has endeavoured to ſupport by means highly diſgraceful to Bri- 
tiſh government, and by a ſcandalous proſtitution of the ſacred charac- 


And the ſaid Warren Haſtings has farther aggravated his ſaid 


ry he was bound to make, becauſe the Court of Directors did declare 
themſelves diſſatisfied with the ſcandalous evidence tranſmitted by him 


ſubſtance direct him to make a fuller enquiry, and to procure, if he 
could procure, evidence fitter for his juſtification, and to give the 
oppreſſed women of rank aforeſaid the means of objecting to the ſaid 
evidence, and of producing evidence en their part; and the faid en- 
quiry, in conſideration of the true intent and meaning of the letter 
from the Court of Directors, was propofed by his colleague, Mr. 
Stables, and reſiſted by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, who did thereby 
preſumptuouſly endeavour to paſs an act of indemnity for his own 
crimes, did wantonly inſult the ſufferings of the allies of the Com- 
pany, and ſhew an indecent contempt of the authority and opinions of 
the Directors, his lawful maſters, e = 

And all the above acts and deeds are ſtill more highly aggravated 
by the groſs. and avowed corruption in which they originzted : the 
faid Warren Haſtings at or about the time when he executed the ſaid 
treaty at Chunar, withdrew the guarantee, and planned the ſeizure 
of the treaſures as aforeſaid, having accepted and taken to his own uſe 
a preſent or bribe of one hundred thoufand pounds from the ſaid 
Nabob of Oude, contrary to his duty, the orders of his mafters, 
and the poſitive directions of the law, to the great diſcredit, diſgrace, 
and diſhonour of the Britiſh name and character. 


'ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE THIRD. 


between Sujah ul Dowla, Vizier of the empire, and Achmet 
. Khan, a chief of the nation of Affghans, or Pattans, a prince of a 
noble and ancient family, whoſe anceſtors fill a reſpected ſtation in 


friends and allies of the Britiſh power in India. 

That during the life of the ſaid Achmet Khan, the aid Sujah ul 
Dowla did unjuſtly withhold and retain poſſeſſion of certain tertito- 
ries which did of right helong to the ſaid Achmet Khan, and both he, 
and his ſon and ſucceſſor Aſoph ul Dowla, did, under pretext of friend- 


ſor to the ſaid Achmet Khan, make new and repeated invaſions of the 
rights and poſſeſſions of the ſaid Muzuffer Jung, during his minority; 
and did fraudulently obtain from him the ſaid Muzuffer Jung, an in- 
ſtrument, or pretended inſtrument or treaty, derogatory to former trea- 
ties, and the rights of Muzuffer Jung, under colour of which, or 
under ſome other colour or pretence, he Nabob Aſoph ul Dowla afore- 
ſaid, Vizier of the empire, did place the territories of the ſaid Muzuf- 
fer Jun under the authority of an officer, appointed by him the ſaid 
Nabob Vizier, called a ſizwall, or ſequeſtrator, the ſevere exerciſe of 
whoſe undue authority in the collecting of a tribute, concerning the 
juſt ice of which Warren Haſtings has expreſſed doubts, but the amount 
of which has invariably continued a part of the funds aſſigned by the 
Vizier as a proviſion for the ſeveral public demands of the Eaſt India 
Company on him the ſaid Vizier, was the cauſe of great ruin to the 
country, and of many complaints ſrom the ſaid Muzuffer Jung. 
That Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, being Governor General as afore- 
laid, and the ſaid complaints being made to the Britiſh Government by 
the ſaid Muzuffer Jung, he the ſaid Warren Haſtings “ did deem it 
« incompatible with the dignity and honour of the government over 
« which he preſided, to appear to countenance the exerciſe of an au- 
<< thority altogether unſupported by equity and juſtice, and much more 
* ſo to ſhare in the odium of a ſevere and oppreſſive exerciſe of ſuch 
<« an authority ;'' and did, “ from motives of common juſtice, and 
from a ſenſe of the Nabob Muzuffer Jung's weakneſs and incapacity, 
ce and of the knavery and corruption of his ſervants,” on or about the 
twenty-ſecond day of May, in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred 
and eighty, propoſe to his Council, in order to relieve the ſaid Muzuf- 
fer Jung from the indignity and hardſhips under which he laboufed, 
entirely to withdraw the ſizwall, and to nominate one of the Compa- 
ny's civil ſervants to that truſt, with the ſame powers as formerly „ 
ciſe 
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Tr. certain treaties of amity and ſrbebdip were entered into 


the annals of Indoſtan, and who from an early period have been the 


ſhip, protection, and guardianſhip of Muzuffer Jung, ſon and ſueceſ- 
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ciſed by the ſaid native officer, ſubject to the authority of the Britiſh 
Reſident at the Court of Oude: | 

W hich propoſition was carried into effe upon the reaſons, and for 
Wthe purpoſes mentioned and declared by the ſaid Wacren Haſtings, in 
a minute dated the ſaid twenty-ſecond day of May, in the year one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty ; and in conſequence thereof Mr. 


George Shee was appointed to the office aforeſaid. 
That by the aforeſaid acts done by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, and 


by various powers and authorities given or authorized by him, the ſaid 
Muzuffer frok was completely taken under the Eaſt India Company's 


and particularly the ſaid Warren Haſtings, their Governor General, 


\ prince, whom they had thus put in a ſtate of pupillage, and were 
u Wbound to protect him, not only from the oppreſſions of the officers of 


Ide ſaid Vizier, but alſo from the effects of his own weakneſs on the 
by one hand, and the knavery and corruption of his ſervants on the 
ther... „ 122 IL 
" That he the ſaid Warren Haſtings falſely pretending, that if Mu- 
offer Jung muſt endure oppreſſion, he the faid Warren Haſtings durſt 

4 ot then propoſe his relief; 


a- hority of the ſaid Muzuffer Jung than that of the Vizier's officer, and 
e exerciſe of it more oppreſſive. Doe Oe 
of. And alſo falſely pretending, that the Nabob Muzuffer Jung was 


equally anxious with the Vizier for the recal of the ſaid Shee : 
And further falſely. pretending, that it was the deſire of him the. ſaid 


N. arren Haſtings, that a proper guardian ſhould be ſelected for him the 
5 aid Muzuffer Tune: from among the ancient dependents of his family, 
1 e the ſaid Warren Haſtings, upon theſe and other pretenzes,. equally 


f rupees, did, at a certain place called Chunar, enter into a certain 
reaty or agreement, dated the nineteenth day of September, in the 
ear one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty one, with Aſoph ul Dowla 
foreſaid, Nabob of Oude; by which treaty he did expreſsly ſtipulate, 
* that no Britiſh reſident ſhould be appointed at Farruckabad, and the 
preſent one recalled ;”” by which treaty he did abandon that country, 
cach he protection of which he had but a ſhort time before undertaken from 

otives of, common juſtice, and did deliver over the helpleſs prince 


ay ereof to the rapacity of the Vizier and his ſervants, the exerciſe of 
12 boſe authority over the ſaid Muzuffer Jung he the ſaid Warren 


ges aſtings hag declared to be founded neither in equity or juſtice. 
85 That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, neither at the time of making 


d any trial for the pretended oppreſſion of which he thus accuſed him; 
i the contrary, he very ſoon after his recal did confer upon him a large 
OR ne ook, | | Penſion, 


protection; which Company, and their ſervants and repreſentatives, 


became reſponſible for the good government of the territories of that- 


And that the authority of Mr. Shee was more ſubverſive of the au- 


alſe, and not poſſeſſing any legal authority to enter into, or to con- 
lude any treaty whatſoever, and having, at or about the ſame time, 
eceived from the ſaid Nabob of Oude a preſent or bribe of ten lacks 


e ſaid tteaty, nor has he fince, ever attempted to bring the ſaid Shee | 


. 


. penſion, and did ſhortly, after confer upon him a high judicial office, 


ever given. the leaſt reaſon to believe, that any of the pretences upon 


truth; on the contrary, there is every reaſon to conclude, that they 


* 
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5 That the ſaid Vizier underſtanding the ſaid treaty (as it was really 
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r. which he was peculiarly unfit, if he had ever been guilty of am 
ſuch crime. 3 n vas Wage gw * r | 095 Thats + We. OS”: ' * 
That the faid Warren Haſtings did neither then, nor has he ſince, 


which, he grounded the ſaid treaty had any foundation whatever in 


were totally-falſe, and that the bribe aforeſaid was the real, and the 
ſaid pretended reaſons only the oſtenſible grounds for the ſaid treaty. 


meant) to give bim an uncontrouled authority over Farruckabad; and 
that, by the ſame, he was left to ſettle his matters as he could with 
the ſaid Muzuffer Jung; he the ſaid Vizier did ſhortly after appoint a 
certain perſon, named Allmaſs Ali Cawn, to be ſizwall at Farrucka- 
bad, which appointment the ſaid Warren Haſtings did very ſoon after 
compel him to recal, and by that compulſion did violate the very trezty 
of Chunar, which he had but a few weeks before entered into wit 
the {aid Vighk,.. . * e 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, nearly about the ſame time 
that is to fay, on or about ſome day in the month of November, ia the 
year one thouſand feven hundred and eighty one, recommend one Sub 
ghut Ulla, a ſervant of the ſaid Muzuffer Jung, to have the chief ma 
nagement of his affairs : Fe Roe 
Which ſaid recommendation was in firect contradiction to the rea 
ſon given by the ſaid Warren Haſtings for the appointment of Mr 
Shee aforeſaid, he having then declared the knavery and corruptio 
of the fervants of the ſaid Muzuffer Jung to be ſuch, that it was ne 
ceſſary he ſhould be taken out of their hands. Q | 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, at or abaut the time of the fait 
recommendation, make himſelf ceſponſi>]e to the Vizier for the paymenl 
of the tribute payable to the ſaid Vizier by the ſaid Muzuffer Jung 
which tribute was not paid, either by the ſaid Subghut Ulla or the ſal 
Warren Haſtings; and by the non-payment of which he the fail 
Warren Haſtings was guilty of another breach of faith to, the. fal 
Vizier. | 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, alledging that the ſaid Subghut Ul 
had reported that the interterence to which his maſter owed his thel 
protection was purchaſed by him from the Engliſh genilemen, meaninl}; 
thereby the Governor General and Cauncil, or Chief Juſtice, or ſom n: 
of them, or ſome other Engliſh perſons in authority, or pofle{on.0:;, 
influence in the government, did, of his own authority, in the monti 


of April, in the year one thouſand ſeven bundred and eighty-two, ot 
der the ſaid Subghut Ulla to be diſmiſſed from the ſexvice of the ſal 
Muzuffer Jung, contrary to the earneſt wiſhes and defires of the fall 
prince; and the ſaid Warren Haſtings, having ordered ſuch diſmifÞon 
did take no care whatever to place the affairs of the ſaid Muzuffe 
Jung in the hands of any proper perſon, but did again expoſe,the ul 
fortunate pringe aſoręſaid to the ruinoys effects of his own weak neſ 
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and the knavery and corruption of his ſervants, from che effects of 
which weakneſs, Knavery, and Corruption, it was the duty of the 


ſaid Warren Haſtings to guard the prince whoſe protection he had un- 
dertaken, . Sa mes: 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did further, ſome time in the month 
of Auguſt, in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-two, 
under 1 of the ſaid report e by orie of the ſervants of 
the ſaid Muzuffer Jung, communicate his reſolution of withdrawing 
the Britiſh protection from the ſaid Muzuffer Jung to the Nabob Vizier, 
and did direct that effectual aſſiſtance ſhould be given to the Vizier, for 


15 the recovery of his claims upon Farruckabad, concerning the juſtice 
10 of which claims the ſaid Warren Haſtings has hihſelf expreſſed doubts ; 


and the ſaid Vizier accordingly did re-appoint a native ſizwall, a ſubject 
or ſervant of him the ſaid Vizier, who was eſtabliſhed ia his authority, 


and maintained in the ſame by means of a Britiſh military force, com- 
manded by Britiſh Officers, and under the direction of the Britiſh Re- 
lident ;_ which ſaid acts, done upon the precence aforeſaid, were in 
manifeſt contradiction to every principle of juſtice and equity towards 


the ſaid Muzuffer Jung. 


R 
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to the utter extinction of his rights; and the depriving him of the 
means of ſubſiſtence, which ſaid ſeverities and cruelties were made 


exerciſed by the former native ſizwall againſt the ſaid Muzuffer J * 


in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty- two; and complaints 
concerning the ſame were repeated frequently, and particularly in the 
month of February, one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty- three, with 

aſſurances, that if relief were delayed the exiſtence of the ſaid Mu- 
Fai zuffer Jung and his family became doubtful and difficult: yet never- 
neuf thcleſs the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, in direct breach of his duty, 


ug delay to bring the ſaid complaints before his Council, from the month 
(ale; October, in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-two, 


till the month of October, in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred 
and eighty-threr, and did during the whole time aforefaid leave the 
ſaid Muzuffer Jung under the ſevere exerciſe of an authority, which 
in truth, and according to his own declaration, was unſupported b 
equity and juſtice, and which authority it was incompatible with the 
honour and dignity of à Britiſh government to appear even to counte- 
Vance, but which authority was ſolely eftabliſhed\and maintained by 
on "the means of a Britiſh military force, ſubject to the orders and com- 
mands of the ſaid Warren Haſtings and his colleagues. _ 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, in the month of October, in 
the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-rhree, make a propo- 
al to his Council for the appointing a Britiſh Refident at Farruckabad, 
pretending he did the ſame from a ſenſe of ſubmiſſion to the implied 
orders of the Court of Directors, but really from a conviction long 
lince entertained by lim of the necefity off ſuch an- appointment for 
me preſervation of our national credit, which natiogal credit, how- 
ever, 


That the ſaid native ſizwall did ageravate and renew the ſeverities 


NI. known to the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſo early as the month of October, 
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ever, he had put it out of his own power to preſerve, withayt a breach 
of the national faith, pledged to the eat the treaty of Chunar. 


That in conſequence of ſuch propoſal, Mr. Willes was appointed WW 
to the office of Reſident at the city of Farruckabad, and did proceed 
to the ſaid city in execution of his duty, in which however he was 
much impeded by the neglect and by the orders of the ſaid Warren Hafſ- 
tings; by which treaty aforeſaid, entered into at Chunar, the implied 
conſent given by the ſame to the appointment of a native fizwall, 
and ſubſequent breach of faith to the Vizier by ordering his recal; 
the delivery over of Muzuffer Jung to the corruption of his ſervants ; re- 
delivery of him to the rapacity of the Vizier's ſervants ; re-appointment 
of a Britiſh Reſident, in direct contradiction to the ſaid Chunar treaty; 
and by all the other acts and deeds before mentioned, done and omitted 
to be done by him the ſaid Warren Haſtings, he has been guilty 
of great neglect of duty, uſurpation of authority, complicated breach 
of treaty, and Cuplicity, towards both the ſaid Vizier and the ſaid 
Muzuffer Jung, to the great diſgrace of the Britiſh name, and the 
diſcredit of the Britiſh Svern r bh India; having reduced himſelf 
to the ſituation that he could neither deliver Muzuffer Jung from 
oppreflion, without a breach of faith to the Nabob Vizier, nor ſuffer 
him to remain under the ſaid oppreſſion, without violating all faith and 
Juſtice with regard to him. | 5 
And by all and every one of the aforeſaid acts, done, perpetrated, and 
committed by him the ſaid Warren Haſtings, he was, and is, guilty 
of high crimes and miſdemeanors. | 
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ARTICLE FOURTH. 


THAT it was the duty of Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, while Go 
vernor General of Bengal, ſtrictly to attend to the expenditure 
"mn of public money ; and more particularly, in a time of war and public 
FRO diſtreſs, to be careful that thoſe revenues upon which the welfare and 
1 ſafety of the empire did neceſſarily depend, ſhould not be diminiſhed 
il or ruined by diſſipation and prodigality, and ſhould not be divertec 
KM from the public fervice, and ſquandered for the purpoſe of increaſing 
40 his own perſonal influence, and providing for his dependants. 
3 That it was the duty of Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, in every ins 
wt ſtance in his power, to pay due obedience to the orders of the Cock 
of Directors, his lawful ſuperiors. ya ; 3G LO 
FThat it was a fundamental regulation of the Eaſt India Company 
| | ; thal 


Ve E 
that all contracts ſhould be put up to public auction, and diſpoſed of 
to the beſt bidder - And it was, by the thirty-ſixth paragraph Gam: 


inſtructions given by the Court-of DireQors of the Eaſt India Com- 
pany to the Governor General and Council, dated ſome day 


in 

arch, in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-four, 
ſpecially directed, That all contracts, with the conditions, ſhould be 
publicly advertiſed, and ſealed propoſals delivered in for the ſame; 
and that every propoſal ſhould be opened in Council, and the pre- 
ference given to the loweſt, provided ſufficient ſecurity ſhould be 
offered for the performance of the ſame; and that all ſuch propoſals, 
with all proceedings thereupon, ſhould be entered in a book, and 
be regularly tranſmitted to the Court of Directors. 

That it was the expreſs order of the Court of Directors of the Eaſt 
India Company, that their ſervants in Bengal ſhould: advertiſe for, 


and ſhould receive every year, ſuch propoſals as might be offered for 


ſupplying the troops with proviſions, and for furniſhing draft and 
carriage bullocks to be employed with the army; and that they 
ſhould in all caſes accept the propoſals which might appear moſt rea- 
ſonable in point of charge; and that they ſhould take care, that in all 
their advertiſements a ſufficient time ſhould be allowed, before the 
expiration of the contract which might then ſubſiſt, or the time 
which they might limit for receiving propoſals, for ſuch perſons who 
might become candidates for the contractorſhip to prepare their pro- 
poſals for ſuch contract. N | ER 
That divers other orders and commands, to the ſame purpoſe and 
effect, have been iſſued by the ſaid Court of Directors, at different 
times, to their ſervants in India, | f 
That the opium produced in Bengal and Bahar is a very conſider- 
able and lucrative article in the export trade of thoſe provinces; and 
has of late years been under a monopoly for the advantage of the Eaſt 
India Company, and has been provided by a contractor; previous 
to the making a contract with whom, and in the contract made, all 
the rules and regulations preſcribed by the Directors of the Eaſt India 
Company ought to have been ſubſtantially obſerved and followed. 
That it was particularly-directed and ordered, that the ſaid opium, 
when ſo provided, ſhould be conſigned to the Board of Trade, who 
were directed to diſpoſe of the ſame by public auction. ; 2 
That it was further the duty of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, not only 
to be careful in the expenditure of the public money, in the making of 
contracts, and in providing for ſervices; but it was alſo his duty to 
be particularly careful not to. laviſh the money of his employers in 
exceſſive ſalaries and emoluments to favoured individuals, contrary 
not only to the general principles of his duty, but to the poſitive oł- 
ders of his maſters. : Ky ponds, pb 
That the Court of Directors did eſpecially order and direct that 
the ſum of ſix thouſand pounds per annum, or ſome other ſuch ſum, 
thould be paid to the Commander in Chief, in full for his ſervices, as 
A Commander 
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offered as the principal, if not the only excuſe, for many of his "_ 


that prince, whoſe ſubſidy to the Na e was among its beſt re. 


Company, and then, on or abgut that time, Chairman of the Cout fe 


28 182 appears, without receiving any written propoſals from ' the 
ſaid Sull 


. 
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or ſkill im the particular manufacture; which ſaid Sullivan did never 
xecute, or attempt to execute, the ſaid contract, but did, on or before 
> execution of the articles between him and the Governor General 
and Council, transfer the fame to John Benn, Eſquite, for the ſum 
pf. three hundred and fifty thouſand rupees, or ſome other large ſum; 
hich ſaid Benn did, almoſt at the ſame time, transfer the fame to 
another, for the ſum of one hundred and forty-nine thouſand rupees, 
br fourteen thouſand nine hundred pounds per annum, or ſome other 
arge ſum, to be paid to him during the duration of the ſame. © 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in breach of his duty aforeſaid, and 
upon pretence that there was little demand for the commodity which 
he had thus monopolized at an extravagant rate, and upon a pretence 
that no purchaſer had offered, and that there was little proſpect of 
any offering; although the ſaid Warren Haſtings did make no attempt 
to ſell the ſame; and although the Directors of the Eaſt India Com- 
pany had ſpecially ordered the ſame to be configned to the Board of 
Trade, and put up to public auction; and although, in point of fact, 
here were perſons in Calcutta who had authority to bid for the whole, 
or the greateſt part of the ſaid opium Vet the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
in order to favour certain individuals, did borrow money at a large 
intereſt, for the purpoſe of advancing the ſame to the contractor 
aforeſaid, and did finally engage the Eaſt India Company in a ſmug- 
"Wzling adventure, of a complicated and expenſive nature, to China, 
ohn where the importation of opium is expreſsly forbidden, not only to 
che great riſk and hazard, but to the great actual loſs of the ſaid Eaft 
at Company, and to the great diſgrace of the Britiſh character in 
|: 37 * | N 8 . , Gy pA 
ſyſtem of diſobedience to the orders of his ſuperiors, and of prodiga- 
lity and profuſion above mentioned, having, ſome time in the year 
one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-feven, accepted of propoſals 
for providing draft and carriage bullocks to the ary for three years, 
vithout advertifing for the fame, did, while one half of the time 
limited for the duration of the ſaid contract was unexpired, and 
without any complaint upon the part of the contractor, and without 


inadequate to the regular ſupply, firſt approve of, and then carry 
in Council, a reſolution that a propoſal ſhould be made on the part 
of the Government to the then contractors, for diffolving the then 
exiſting contract, and entering into a new contract for five years, 
upon terms infinitely more advantageous to the contractor, and more 
1njurious to the Eaſt India Company, than the then ſubſiſting con- 
tract; and did by the ſame agree for the keeping of a number of bul- 
locks far exceeding the number which the Commander in Chief had 


ſeid unnegeſſary inereaſe, both in the pumber and rate, did ctezte 
A molt wanton and enormous Expehce'to'the*Ealt India Company, bf 


no 


That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in further proſecution of the laid 


any complaipt upon the part of the army, that the ſaid contract was 


{ome time. before declared to be ſufficient for the whole army, and at 
a rate infinitely. higher than that af the then vor, contract; whith 
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no leſs a ſum than near fifty thouſand pounds per annum, or ſo 
other large ſum, more than the then exiſting contract; which ſai 
| propoſal and reſolution was finally carried into effect, and a contrad 
* for the ſame granted to Charles Croftes, the confidential friend of thi 


. ſaid Warren Haſtings, to the great loſs and damage of the Eaſt Indi 
|; Company, and in every reſpect contrary to the expreſs, orders an; 
. directions of the Court of Directors. 155 \. Sg Wt : 
1 That the ſaid contract did contain a clauſe, by which it Wa 
us agreed, that if at the end of four years the Eaſt India Company, . 

! 'Þ their ſervants, ſhould not give notice to the contractor of their de. 
fire to put an end to the ſaid contract, that then, and in that caſe 


term of five years. 


the ſame ſhould be continued for one additional year, beyond thy 


KY That the Directors of the Eaſt India Company did condemn, if 
5 ſtrong and pointed terms, the above contract, and did direct that 
one year at leaſt before the expiration of the ſame, advertiſement! 
mould be iſſued for propoſals for a new contract upon the lowel 
terms; yet the ſaid Warren Haſtings did neglect, at or before the 
expiration of four years, to give ſuch notice as aforeſaid 3 by mean 
of which negle& the ſaid contract was extended to fix years by virtuy 
of the clauſe aforeſaid, as by reference thereto will more fully appear 
which extenſion the Company were not only, by the culpable neg 
lect of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, put under the neceflity of conti 
Nuing an extravagant and improvident contract for a longer time than 
they were bound to do, but a pretence was afforded to the ſaid War 
ren Haſtings to purchaſe a relinquiſhment of the ſaid contract, upon 
terms nearly, if not equally, extravagant with the contract itſelf, tt 
the great loſs and damage of the Eaſt India Company. And the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, after the extravagant purchaſe, did further, ig 
direct contradiction to his duty, and to the orders of his maſters, gran 
the proviſion of bullocks for the army to one Sir Charles Blunt, by 
the mode of agency, a mode of conducting the buſineſs condemned 
by the Court of Directors, as one in which private influence is likely 
to prevail over public advantage, where every erroneous calculatiol 
turns to the loſs of the public, and where the expence is uncertain and 
indefinite. | n 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, by the ſaid acts done and 
omitted, firſt wantonly waſte the treaſure of his employers, and poſts 
tively diſobey the orders of his maſters in granting the ſaid contract 
then culpably negle& his duty, by not giving notice to the contractor 
of the Company's intention of putting an end to his contract; next 
did prodigally and extravagantly purchaſe the relinquiſhment of. the 
right thus gained to the contractor by his on neglect; and finally 
diſobey the repeated orders of his maſters, by the mode in which I 
conducted the buſineſs after the contractor's right was thus bought. 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, ſome time in the year one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy- nine, in further proſecution 
the ſaid corrupt and prodigal ſyſtem of government, and in dired 
955 contradiction 
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yntradiction to his duty, and the orders of his ſuperiors, and with 2 
ew to increaſe his own influence, create an eſtabliſhment for Sir Eyre 
oote, then Commander in Chief, at an expence of no leſs a ſum 
jan one hundred eighty-four thouſand one hundred and ſixty-two 
wpees per annum, or about eighteen thouſand pounds ſterling, which 
d eſtabliſhment was created in conſequence of a claim which the faid 
r Eyre Coote made to certain allowances granted by the ſaid War- 
n Haſtings to Giles Stibbert, provincial Commander in Chief, be- 
re the arrival of Sir Eyre Coote in India : which allowances, to the 
ount of about eight thouſand pounds per annum, the ſaid Sir Eyre 
oote contended did deyolve upon him; and although there was no 
nFetence to continue the ſame to the ſaid Stibbert, yet, nevertheleſs, 
We ſaid Warren Haſtings did continue the ſaid allowances to the ſaid 
tibbert, and did further allow the. above ſum of eighteen thouſand 
bunds per annum, or ſome other large ſum, to the ſaid Sir Eyre 
oote, in lieu of the allowances thus demanded by him. | 5 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did further, in proſecution of the 
id ſyſtem of profuſion and prodigality, and alſo in direct violation of 
e treaty between the Eaſt India Company and the Nabob Vizier, 
me time in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy- nine, 
rder and direct, through the means of his Council, that the extra- 
agant allowances aforeſaid ſhould be added to the general debit of 
e Nabob Vizier's account by the Reſident at Lucknow, and that 
ge ſame ſhould continue ſo long as the General ſhould remain beyond 
e river Carumnaſſa. . 72 1 n — 
That although the Court of Directors, ſore time in the month of 
ctober one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty, did pointedly con- 
2mn the ſaid allowances, and order the ſame to be diſcontinued, yet 
e ſaid Warren Haſtings, in direct breach of his duty, of the treaty 
ith the Vizier, and of the orders of his maſters, did, of his own _ 
ivate authority, continue to the ſaid Sir Eyre Coote certain large 
lowances, to the amount of fifteen thouſand five hundred and fifty-- 
ur rupees, or thereabouts, per month, or about twenty-one thouſand 
hundred and fifty-four pounds per annum; which allowances con- 
nued, by the ſole command and private authority of the ſaid Warren 
laſtings, to be paid by the Vizier for the uſe and behoof of the ſaid 
ir Eyre Coote, not only while he continued in the province of 
Dude, but even while he was with the Britiſh army upon the coaſt 
Coromandel. | ES SET 
By which acts, orders, allowances, and contracts, made and grant- 
, and ordered and done by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, he the ſaid 
arren Haſtings has been guilty of direct diſobedience of orders; 
enormous profuſion ; of prodigality and waſte of the public trea- 
te, in a time of war and difficulty, in theſe few ' inſtances alone, to 
e amount of five hundred thouſand pounds ſterling, or ſome other 
rge ſum of money. And by all and every one of which acts and 
eds, by him the ſaid Warren Haſtings done, perpetrated, mo 
n Hisense | | | \'s mitte o 


mitte, be the faid Warren Haſtings was, and is, guilty of high erimel 


of government, the ſaid Warren N did, ſome time in or about 


"nominate and appoint James Peter Auriol, Eſquire, to be agent fc 
the purchaſe of ſupplies for the relief of the Þ 

at which ſettlement there was then a great ſcarcity of proviſions.” | 
„That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, then uniting in his ow perſon al 
"the powers of government, did give to the ſaid Auriol a commiſſion 
of fifteen pounds per cent. upon all purchaſes to be made by him, and 


| "chaſes, although the ſaid Auriol had required only the uſual commil 
fion for his trouble, and notwithſtanding the ſaid Warren Haſting 
did know that the rate of five pounds per cent. only was the cul. 


of the like nature. 


laborious ſervices, the ſaid Auriol being then, and having been, | 


which office, at the time when the ſaid Auriol ſucceeded to the.ſami 
bad, by the public authority of the Board, ſuffered a reduction in th 
regular ſalary annexed to it. 7 | 


exorbitant gain which accrued to the ſaid Auriol from the rate of coll 


. cent; on the freight, charges of ſhipping, and all other charges, whid 
ſum the ſaid Warren Haſtings did then repreſent to be the amoi 
drawn by merchants; but the ſaid Warren Haſtings was thetein gill 
of criminal miſrepreſentation to his maſters, inaſmuch as it was i 


„ 


— 


and miſdemeanor s. 3 55 „ 
That in further purſuance of the ſame prodigal and corrupt ſyſteh 
the month of December, one thouſand ſeven bundred and eighty, 


refidency of Madras 
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all expences of ſhipping and freightage, and on all other expert 
whatſoever incurred in conſequence and by reaſon of the faid pur: 


tomary allowance made to merchants when employed in tranſdCtioni 


That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, at the ſame time, that is t 
ſay, in or about the month of „ one thouſand ſeven hun 
dred and eighty, further nominate and appoint the ſaid James Pete 
Auriol to be agent of ſupplies to all the other Preſidencies, and to thi 
HMand of St. Helena; and did allow him the ſaid commiſſion of fifteen 
pounds per cent. as aforeſaid, although the ſaid Auriol, in the prop. 
poſal by him delivered to the Board, did only make offers for thi: 
ſupply of the Prefidency of Madras, and notwithſtanding the ai 
Warren Haſtings did neither know, or pretend to know, that at 
extraordinary ſupplies were then wanted by the other Preſidencies, a 
by the ifland ot St. Helena, or that a ſufficient complaint had been mad 
by any of the Preſidencies, or iſland aforeſaid, of the mode by which 
or the perſons by whom, they had been uſually ſupplied with proviſions 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, at the time of ſuch appointmen 
did illegally and ſcandalouſly, and upon a principle at once ſubverki 
of ſubordination and oeconomy, declare, that the aforeſaid poſt © 
agent was intended as a reward for his, the ſaid Auriol's, Jong all 


ſome time before, one of the Secretaries of the Supreme Coundl 


T bat the ſaid Warren Haſtings, being himſelf ſenſible of the ver 


miſſion originally allowed to him, did, on the twenty-fifth day 0 
March, propoſe in Council a reduction thereof to five pounds pt 


cuſtomal 


— 


| fl :831) 
tuſtornary for-merghants to draw any commiſſiop. for freight. charges, 


or ſhipping, or any other charges, and no more than, a commiſſion of 
ſue pounds per cent on the purchaſęs alone, on, which the ſaid, War- 
ren Haſtings-did ſuffer the ſaid agent. Auriol ſtill to draw th e original 
allowange of fiſteen paunds per cent. ; and the rice and other proyi- 
gone ſgpplied-by the faid Auriol having been found, in divers ig- 
ſtanees, of a bad and inſufficient quality, FG lane in meaſure, and 
not correſponding with the muſters and. inyoices thereunto relating, 
and divers. complaints thereof having been received by the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings, he the faid Warren Haſtings did not only continue 
[the ſaid-/Auriol-in the ſaid agency, but did diſcourage all juft and ne- 
cellary enquiry into the execution of ſo important a ſervice, and all 


complaints of the non- performance thereof. 


ail That in all the aforeſaid declarations, acts, and deeds, by him made 
nol 2nd done, and committed, in violation of his duty, and in breach of 
ul the high truſt repoſed in him, the ſaid Warren Haſtings was, and is, 
on guilty of high crimes and miſdemeanors. . 


That in further proſecution of the ſame prodigal and corrupt ſyſtem 
of Government, the ſaid Governor General, Warren Haſtings, did, 
ſome. time in or about the month of November, one thouſand ſeven 


ete hundred and ſeventy- ſix, propoſe in Council to create, and did induce 
th ibe ſaid Council to concur in creating, a new office or appointment, 
tee that is to ſay, the appointment of an agent for the ſupply of ſtores and 
pro proviſions: for the garriſon of Fort William in Bengal, for which ap- 


pointment no adequate neceſſity did then exiſt. ws 3 
That the faid Warren Haſtings did, in a ſpirit of criminal pattiality 
to his own favourites, nominate and appoint to the ſaid agency John 
Belli, Eſquire, who at that time was, and did continue to be, the 
confidential and priyate ſecretary of the ſaid Warren Haſtings. 

That,” notwithſtanding the ſaid Warren Haſtings, at the time of 
on ereating the ſaid office or agency, had conſented to take the opinion of 
ien reſpectable merchants in Calcutta, in order to aſcertain the rate of 

eommiſſion proper to be allowed to the ſaid agent; and notwithſtand- 
ing that the opinion of the ſaid merchants was formally reported to 
the Board, wherein they the ſaid merchants did declare. that a commiſ- 
lon of twenty pounds per cent. per annum, to be allowed to the ſaid 
agent, upon all-purchaſes by him to be made, would be a full and ſuf- 
acient compenſation for all the trouble and expences of the ſaid agent, 
1 th" conſequence. of executing the ſaid office, yet the ſaid Warren 

IHalliings did propoſe in Council, and by his own caſting voice did 
grant an allowance of commiſſion, of thirty pounds per cent. per an- 
con um, upon all purchaſes to be made by him the ſaid agent as aforeſaid. 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did at the ſame time te 
make himſelf anſwerable to the Council, that in caſe the Court of 
Directors ſhould diſapprove of and diſallow the ſaid allowance or com- 
zou vimon of thirty pounds per cent. he would himſelf become bound for 
e repayment. of ſuch. part thereof into the Campouny's h and 
er their ule, as ſhould be ſe gh, or ordeted to be repaid by the 
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Court of Directors, thereby manifeſting a degree of connection ani 

concern in the intereſts of the ſaid Belli, of a moſt ſuſpicious appear 

ance, and dangerous example, —But nevertheleſs the faid Warren Hal 

_ tings, when thereunto required by the orders of the Company, di 

refuſe to comply with and fulfil the'faid engagement of repaying to thi 

Wl. Company any part of the profits ſo granted to the faid John Belli, |a 
47K aforeſaid. 


1 That the ſaid Warten Haſtings did, ſome time on or about thc 
. month of Auguſt, one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-nine, at Wc 
1 time when he knew the Government of which he was the head w. 
| 56 


1 about to expire, convert the ſaid agency into a contract, and upon thi 
kg ſame advantageous terms, and at the ſame rates of allowance to tl 
1 ſaid Belli, for the ſpace of five years, thereby engaging the Compan| 
4. in the ſupport of an unneceſſary and expenſive eſtabliſhment, contran 
; to the orders of the Court of Directors, for the purpoſe of creatin 
1 and ſecuring a fortune to one of his own dependants, in defiance of ti 
4 lawful authority of the Court of Directors, and in fubverſion of th 
juſt rights and powers of any Governor who might be appointe 
to ſucceed him. Tr 
In all which declarations, engagements, acts, and proceedings, 
him made, done, propoſed, and perpetrated, 'the ſaid Warren Hal 
tings was, and is guilty of high crimes and miſdemeanors. 


—— 
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ARTICLE FIFTH. F} 


TH AT Sujah ul Dowlah, Nabob of Oude, and Vizier of t 
empire, did, in che year one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſevent 
four, engage in a war with the tribe or nation of the Rohillas. Th 
Warren Haſtings, whilſt he was Preſident of the Preſidency of fd 
William in Bengal, did engage the United Company of Merchan 
trading to the Eaſt Indies, to aſſiſt the ſaid Sujah ul Dowlah in tl 
_ "Proſecution of the ſaid war. 

| That the Nabob Fyzoola Khan, a chief of the Rohillas, a print 
'of a mild and pacific diſpoſition, and faithfully- attached to the fa 
United Company and the Engliſh Nation, did, in the year one tho 
ſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-four, at the time of the extirpation 

„ expulſion of that tribe or nation, ſave himſelf by retreat, 
1 1 That, truſting to the good faith of the ſaid Company and tl 
1 "Engliſh Nation, he did, ſoon after ſuch retreat, viz,. in the mol 
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pf May in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy- four, 
ake overtures of peace, by ſending a vakeel or ambaſſador to Alex- 
ander Champion, Commander in Chief of the forces of the Company 
n Bengal, and, at the time of ſuch overture for peace as aforeſaid, 
ommanding the troops of the Company then ſerving againſt the ſaid 
Rohillas, 8 8 

That the ſaid Alexander Champion did, for divers weighty and ſuf- 
cient reaſons by him then ſet forth, warmly recommend to the Pre- 
dent and Council of the ſaid United Company, nominated and ap- 
jointed for the government of the affairs of the ſaid Company in 


Wengal, by and through the ſaid Warren Haſtings, whilſt he was 
reſident as aforeſaid, to agree to ſuch overtures of peace as aforeſaid : 


Fhat the terms of peace ſo offered by the ſaid Fyzoola Khan were 
iſe and advantageous, as well to the ſaid Vizier as to the ſaid 
nited Company: That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, without any valid 


pjection being ſet up or inforced by him, in anſwer to the reaſons of 


Wound policy, moderation, and juſtice, recommended by the faid 


llexander Champion as aforeſaid, did, on or about the month of 
une, one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-four, inſtruct and de- 
re the ſaid Alexander Champion not to ſolicit the ſaid Sujah ul 
Dowlah to relinquiſh his conqueſt of the ſaid Fyzoola Khan, but to 
ncourage him therein; whereby the ſaid Warren Haſtings did act 
n violation of the principles of juftice and ſound policy, and contrary 
o the duties of his ſtation. | 
That, as well at the time laſt aforeſaid, as at the time herein next 
et forth, the government of the ſaid United Company in Bengal 
as carried on by a Preſident and Council: That, for the better go- 
ernment thereof, a Select Committee was appointed, conſiſting of 
he Preſident and certain other members of the Council —T hat the 
reltdent had no authority to act ingly, nor any right to ſend orders 
ithout the concurrence of the ſaid Council or Select Committee. 
That the faid Warren Haſtings, whilſt he was Preſident as afore- 
uid, did, on divers days in the month of September, in the year one 
ouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-four, and on divers other days 
nd times, in conjunction with the Select Committee aforeſaid, teſtify 
is ſatisfaction on the proſpeR of an accommodation, and his hope that 
e ſaid Vizier Sujah ul Dowla would accede to lenient terms reſpect- 


Ws the ſaid Fyzoola Khan, and, together with the ſaid Committee, 


id communicate the tame to the ſaid Alexander Champion. That, 
evertheleſs, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, not regarding, but groſsly 
lolating his faid public order or inſtruction, did, on or about the 
xtecnth day of September, one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy- 
bur, by himſelf, without the participation of the members of the fa:d 
ect Committee or Council for conducting the government of Ben- 
al as aforeſaid, direct the ſaid Alexander Champion and Sujah ul 
Powlah not to come to any terms of accommodation with the ſaid 
yzoola Khan, but to diftate the conditions of peace, and admit only 
ine acceptance of ſuch conditions without relervation, By which 

| 1 ; E 2 e aſt- 


theteof did, on divers days and times, in the year one thouſand ſe- 
yen hundred and ſeventy-ſeven, as well ag at divers days and time? 


to confirm the ſaid guarantee of the United Cômpany to him the ſaid 


_ reſpeQing the ſaid guarantee; and did not, as was his duty, lay thi 


ſeven hundred and ſeyenty-eight. That the ſaid Haſtings did thel 
communicate to the ſaid Council a letter from the ſaid. Middleton 


34 arwell, Eſquire, to go to Rumpore, the capital and reſidence of 'tnt 
ſaid Fyzoola Khan, to enquire into the truth of certain reports, cit 
 Eulated'to che prejudice” of the ſaid Fyzoola Khan reſpeQing the (ai 
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That by the ſaid treaty, the Nabob Fyzoola Khan, in conſideration ** 


of the above-mentioned ſum of money ſo paid by him to the Vizier s 


was eſtabliſhed in the quiet poſſeſſion of the territories of Rumpore, 2 


| Shawabad, and ſome other diſtricts of the country dependant thereon, | 
in the nature of jaghires, or landed eſtates. f | Of 


That the ſaid Alexander Champion was inveſted with power to t 


engage the guarantee of the Company to the treaty aforeſaid. Tha ' 


he did, on the day and year laſt aforeſaid, ſign and ſeal the treaty of ſ 


Llal Dang, meaning to engage, and he did thereby engage the fail t 


United Company to guarantee the ſame. O 


That the ſaid Warren Haſtings underſtood the guarantee of the ſaid l 
Company to be ſo engaged. . | 


"That the ſaid Fyzoola Khan did conceive doubts reſpecting the 
ſecurity. of the jaghire lands, and apprehenſions that the validity of 
the guarantee of his jaghire would be diſputed ; and in conſequence 


afterwards, through Nathaniel Middleton, at that time Reſident-at 
the Court of Oude, by the appointment of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
and by divers letters and otherwiſe, entreat the ſaid Warren Haſtings 


yzoola Khan ſo granted as aforeſaid, but the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
whilſt he was Governor General as aforeſaid, did not communicatt 
to the Supreme Council of Bengal, but did, for many months, con 
ceal and keep ſecret the ſolicitations of him the ſaid Fyzoola Khal 


{awe before the ſaid Council until the ninth of March, one thouſanl 


notifying, that he the ſaid Middleton had appointed Daniel Octava 


e ee 8 
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reaty. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, whilſt he was Governor 


General, did propoſe, and the Council (the majority of which was 


compoſed of the ſaid Haſtings, and Richard Barwell, Eſquire, brother 
to Daniel Octavus Barwell aforeſaid) did approve of the appointment 
of the ſaid Daniel Octavus Barwell, made by the faid Middleton; 
and further reſolyed, „“ that the ſaid Reſident (Middleton) be authoz 
« riſed.to offer the Company's guarantee for the obſervance of the 
« treaty. ſubſiſting between the Vizier and Fyzoola Khan, provided 
« it meets with the Vizier's concurrence,” That the ſaid Daniel 
Octavus Barwell did report from Rumpore, to the Council at Cal- 
cutta aforeſaid, the" good faith of the ſaid Fyzoola Khan, and that he 
the ſaid Fyzoola Khan had preſerved inviolate every article of the 
treaty of Llal Dang aforeſaid ; and, in fact, the ſaid Fyzoola Khan 
had preſerved inviolate the treaty as aforeſaid. 3% ᷑ Pf 

That the Vizier Aſoph ul Dowlah did conſent to the ſaid gyaran- 
tee being renewed, on the condition that he ſhould receive the pre- 
ſents uſually offered on ſuch occaſions, That the. renewed treaty 
and guarantee was preſented to the ſaid Fyzoola Khan, by the ſaid 
Daniel. Otavus Barwell, with great and unuſual ſolemnity. That the 
ſaid Fyzoola Khan did deliver to the ſaid Daniel Octavus Barwell, 
the preſent for the Vizier as aforeſaid, and accompany the ſaid pre- 
ſent with a lack of rupees, equal in value to ten thouſand pounds 
ſterling,” or ſome other large ſum of money, as a further gift to 
the ſaid Vizier : That the ſaid Fyzoola Khan did offer a like ſum 
of one lack of rupees, equal in value to ten thouſand pounds ſter- 
ling, or ſome other large ſum of money, to the ſaid Daniel Octa- 
vus Barwell as a gift or preſent to the Company, on renewing the 
ſaid treaty and guarantee: That the ſaid Daniel Octavus Barwell did 
not immediately accept the money, but took a bond for the ſame, and 
communicated the offer to the Board at Calcutta: That the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings did propoſe, and the Board, conſtituted as laſt 
aforeſaid, notwithſtanding the objections thereto, infiſted upon and 
fet forth by Mr. Francis, at that time a member of the ſaid Board, 


* 


did agree to accept the ſame, and it was in fact accepted. 


That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, firſt, in admitting, by his conduct 
as aforeſaid, that it was matter of doubt whether the guarantee of 
the ſaid United Company, pledged to the ſaid Fyzoola Khan by the 
ſignature of Alexander Champion, as aforeſaid, was binding on the 
ſaid United Company ; ſecondly, in conſenting to. the receipt of cer- 
tain preſents on behalf of the Vizier, for the renewal of a treaty 


— 


already binding and in force; and, laſtly, in agreeing to accept, and 


in fact accepting, on the part of the Company, a ſum of money for 
renewing the ſame, has violated the faith of the Company, and de- 
graded the Engliſh in the eyes of India, by . them forth 3s a 
nation which refuſes to acknowledge the undoubted rights, of princes, 
or to ,maintain their own undoubted guarantees, without bein 
moyed thereto by a valuable conſideration : that in ſo doing the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings bas in fact broken the treaty which he profeſſes 
. to 
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to have maintained, and has thereby violated the duties of the truſſ 
repoſed in him. | | : | 

That by the treaty of Llal Dang aforeſaid the Nabob Fyzoola 
Khan did agree to retain in his ſervice five thouſand troops, and not 
a ſingle man more; farther than with whomſoever the Vizier ſhould 
make war, Fyzoola Khan did agree to ſend two or three thouſand 
men, according to his ability, to join the forces of the Vizier; and 
that if the Vizier ſhould march in perſon, Fyzoola Khan ſhould bim- 
ſelf accompany him with his troops. 

That it was not ſtipulated by the ſaid treaty what, and whether 
any proportion of the ſaid troops ſhould conſiſt of cavalry. | 

That the Reſident Middleton was impowered to guarantee, and 
did in fact guarantee the treaty of Llal Dang aforeſaid ; but certain 
doubts having occurred to Fyzoola Khan reſpecting the guarantee of 
Middleton, the faid Warren Haſtings, in order to ſatisfy thoſe doubts, 
did, in or about the month of May, in the year one thouſand ſeven 
hundred and ſeventy- eight, propoſe to confirm, and did in fact con- 
firm the ſaid treaty and guarantee, as ſuch Governor General as 
aforeſaid, | 

T hat the faid Warren Haſtings, diſregarding the pledge of his own 
private honour, thus ſuperadded to the public guarantee, and in direct 
oppoſition as well to the obvious meaning and intent of the ſaid treaty 
as to his the ſaid Warren Haſtings's opinion thereof, he the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings did, on or about the month of November, in the 
year one thouſand feven hundred and eighty, without any reaſonable 
cauſe given for the ſame, the ſaid Vizier not being then at war, and 
a body of the cavalry of Fyzoola Khan having been voluntarily 
granted, and being then actually ſerving under a Britiſh officer, re- 
commend to the Vizier to require from Fyzoola Khan the quota of 
troops ſtipulated by treaty to be furniſhed by the ſaid F yzoola Khan 
for his (the Vizier's) ſervice, and did falſely ſet forth the ſame, con- 
trary to the letter and ſpirit of the ſaid treaty, to amount to five thous 

ſand horſe. | 
That the faid Warren Haſtings did afterwards, viz. on or about 
the month of February, in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
eighty-one, deſire the ſaid Vizier to demand three thouſand horſe 
from the ſaid Fyzoola Khan; and the Vizier did, in obedience to the 
deſire of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, demand the ſame. : 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings well knew at the time, as well of 
directing the firſt as of enforcing the laſt- mentioned demand, that 
he the ſaid Fyzoola Khan was not bound, by treaty or otherwiſe, to 
me furniſh the ſame, and that in fact the ſaid Fyzoola Khan had not 
. more than two thouſand horſe in his ſervice; by which ſaid acts 
114 herein laſt ſet forth, the ſaid Warren Haſtings did again bieak the 
my guarantee of the Company to the ſaid Fyzoola Khan given as afote- 
laid, and did excite the ſaid Vizier to acts of violence, and breach 
of treaty againſt the ſaid Fyzoola Khan. 1 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, on or about the month of 
ps | June, 


. 

June, in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-one, obtain 
Wor himſelf, from the Council at Calcutta, by his own caſting voice, 
ertain illegal powers, by which he the ſaid Warren Haſtings was, 
ontrary to law, veſted with the whole and entite authority of the 
Supreme Council, and authorized to proceed to the country of Oude, 
nder pretence of meeting the Vizier, in order to regulate the Govern- 
ent of Oude, and the dependencies thereof. 3 | 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, on the nineteenth of September, 
dne thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-one, at the fort of Chunar in 
he ſaid province of Oude, make and execute a certain treaty, fince 
nown by the appellation of the treaty of Chunar, whereby, among 
other things, it was by the third article of the ſaid treaty agreed be- 
ween the ſaid Warren Haſtings and the ſaid Vizier, that, as the ſaid 
Fyzoola Khan had, by his breach of treaty, forfeited the protection of 
he Engliſh Government, and cauſed, by his continuance in his preſent 
ndependent ftate, great alarm and detriment to the ſaid Vizier, he, the 
aid Vizier, be permitted, when time ſhall ſuit, to reſume the lands of 
im, the ſaid Fyzoola Khan, meaning the territories of Rampore, 
ind Schanbud, and the diſtricts and country depending thereon, and 
ecured tothe ſaid Fyzoola Khan by the treaty of Llal Dang, as aforeſaid. 
That at or about the time of executing the ſaid laſt-mentioned treaty 


1 um A W TT TT 


«Ka 44> ww 8 Py bw — 


arge ſum of money, amounting to one hundred thouſand pounds 
erling, or ſome other large ſum of money, as a confideration to 
im, 95 ſaid Warren Haſtings, for executing the treaty of Chunar 
foreſaid. | 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, by making and executing the article 
foreſaid of the treaty laſt aforeſaid, did corruptly and treacherouſly 
break the faith of the Company, by ſurrendering their guarantee, 
olemnly pledged to the ſaid Fyzoola Khan for the preſervation and ſe- 
urity of the treaty of Llal Dang, as hereinbefore ſet forth to have been 
ntered into. = 
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+ That at or about the time of executing the ſaid treaty of Chunar as 


1 oreſaid, the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, by a certain paper 3 

> ommunicated by him to the members of the Supreme Council at Cal- 

e utta, expreſs his reaſons and motives for entering into the ſaid third 
rticle of the ſaid treaty. | 1 

e That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did in the ſaid paper ſet forth and 

+ eclare, that the conduct of Fyzoola Khan, in refuſing the aid 


1 ncandid ; that the demand was made for five thouſand cavalry ; that 
9 he engagement in the treaty was literally five thouſand horſe and foot; 
4 hat Fyzoola Khan could not be ignorant that they (meaning the 


n Nen for any ſuccours of infantry from him, and that cavalry would be 
f the moſt effential ſervice ; that ſo ſcrupulous an attention to literal 
F xprefſion, when a more liberal interpretation would have been highly 


Cl] ), 


he ſaid Vizer did give, and the ſaid Warren Haſtings did receive, a 


ſemanded, though not an abſolute breach of treaty, was evaſive and 
alt India Company, or the Supreme Council aforeſaid) had no occa- 


leful and acceptable to them (meaning the ſaid Company, or Coun- 
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_ aforeſaid. 


[ 49 ] 
eil), ſtrongly marked the unfriendly diſpoſition of the faid Fyzool 
Khan, and though it might not impeach his fidelity, it left him littff 
claim to any exertions from them (meaning the ſaid Council, or Com 
pany) for the continuance of his jaghires; but that he, the ſai 
Warren Haſtings, was of opinion, that neither the Vizier's or th 

ompany's intereſts would be promoted by depriving the ſaid Fyzogl 

han of his independency, that he had therefore reſerved the execy 
tion of the ſaid agreement (meaning the third article of the ſaid treat 
of Chunar) to an indefinite term; that their government (that is 
the government of the ſaid United Company) might always interpoſ 
to prevent any ill effects from it (that is, from the laid third article 
the ſaid treaty of Chunar). y _ -. 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, ſoon after the concluſion of thi 
faid treaty of Chunar, and the declaration laſt aforeſaid, viz. on 9 
about the month of March, in the year one thouſand ſeven hundre 
and eighty-two, did give inſtructions to the ſaid Nathaniel Middletol 
to act in conformity to the aforeſaid declaration, and to prevent thi 
Vizier from reſuming the jaghire of the ſaid Fyzoola Khan 7 


0 
l 
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That the ſaid Warren Haſtings was thus, on the one hand, þ 
making and executing the treaty of Chunar, guilty of a breach of fail 
ſolemnly pledged to Fyzoola Khan by the guarantee of the treaty 
Llal Dang, and, on the other hand, by his dectaration and inftruQio 
reſpecting the ſame, was guilty of duplicity, evaſion, and deceit to th 
Vizier; and thus, by diſregarding all the principles upon whid 
treaties between nations and powers ought to reſt, did place the EA 
India Company in ſuch a fituation, that it was impoſſible for the (al 


Company to keep faith with the one party, without breaking wid E: 
the other, 3 | W3 "ID 1 | 
That afterwards, on or about the month of December, one thouſan Pt 
ſeven hundred and eighty-one, the ſaid Warren Haſtings did cau ” 
Sir Elijah Impey, Knight, his Majeſty's Chief Juſtice at Fort Willis q 
in Bengal, to fignify - to the Reſident, Middleton, that it was th T1 
deſire of him the ſaid Warren Haſtings that the ſaid Middleton ſhou A 


demand a ſubſidy or ſum of money from the ſaid Fyzoola Khan 
That the ſaid Fyzoola Khan was not bound, by treaty or otherwil 
to pay any ſubſidy : That the ſaid Impey did ſignify the ſaid demail 
for a ſubſidy to Middleton as. aforeſaid ; and the ſaid Middleton dl 
demand the ſame from the ſaid Fyzoola Khan. | 
That afterwards, viz, on divers days and times in the months 
February, March, and April, one thouſand ſeven hundred and eight 
two, the ſaid Middleton did propoſe to exact and require from the f 
Fyzoola Khan the ceſſion of his jaghire aforeſaid, purſuant to 
treaty of Chunar, . contrary as well to the treaty of Llal Dang, gl 
rantezd by the Company as aforefaid, as to the declared intent! 
and inſtructions of the ſaid Warren Haſtings as aforeſaid; and ll 
ſaid jaghire was in fact demanded to be ceded by the ſaid Middleton, 
T hat the faid Warren Haſtings did, not only by catering into N 
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chan Lable to ſuch contradictory demands, to the preat eee 
nd injury of the faid Fyzoola Khan, and diſgrace of the Britiſh name, 
hut did not t then, nor has he lince, difapproved of the faid Middleton 
or his conduct therein, 5 OY 


houſand ſeven hundred and eighty-two, by a private commiſſion an 
ppointment, and of his private authority, nominate ]. Palmer, Eſquire, 
major in the ſeryice of the United Company aforeſaid, a confidential 
jend of the faid Warren Haftings, to repair to Rumpore aforefaid, 
With powers to act with the ſaid Fyzoola Khan as private agent of the 
id Haſtings.— That the faid Palmer was, by the ſaid Warren flaſtings, 
arged' with "ſecret inſtructions reſpecting the affairs of the faid 
2 Nod verbally communicated by the faid Warren Haſtings 
dhe ſaid Palmer: That by ſuch Eflininal concealment, and ſecret 
pointment, the faid Warren Haſtings acted contrary to the duties of 
F 

That on 6r ab6ut the month of Auguſt, one thouſand beten hundred 
d eig y-two, the ſaid Middleton did demand from the ſaid Fyzoola 
Than a ce ty he made ſtationary at Lucknow, in the province of 
Jude, to the furniſhing of which, or any other ſtationary force, the 
ud F zool. Khan was not bound, by treaty or otherwiſe. 


oreſaid, did, i in the month of September, one thouſand ſeven hundred 
d eighty-two; appoint John Briftow, Eſquire, Reſident in his place, 
pith full power and authority to diſcharge the duties of the ſame. 

That the faid Briſtow did, ſoon after his appointment, endeavour 
d procure, - through a certain perſon called Aliff Khan, Vakeel or 
mbaſlador of Fyzoola Than to the Court of Lucknow, a pecuniary 


as not bound to ſupply, by treaty or otherwiſe. 
That the ſaid Briſtow did, ſoon after his appointment as aforefaid, 
4 the approbation of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, publicly depute 
* ſaid Palmer to go to Rumpote aforeſaid, for the purpoſe of carry- 
s into execution the- unjult and arbitrary plans of the ſaid Warren 
aſtings reſpe&ing the ſaid Fyzoola Khan. 
That the ſaid Palmer, being particularly directed by the (aid War- 
n Haſtings and Briſtow, did, ſoon after his appointment laſt aforeſaid, 
deavour to obtain from the ſaid Fyzoola Khan a ſupply of money, 
dich the ſaid Warren Haſtings acknowledged and declared, at the 
ry time he required the demand to be made, that he the ſaid F Yzools 
han was not bound, by treaty or otherwiſe, to ſupply. 


pply, command the ſaid Palmer to demand and. fix the number of 


e rate or number to be two thouſand five bün ecr; that the ſaid 
Jzoola Khan was not bound, by treaty or other wiſe, to furnifty ſuch 
F -a number 


ird cle of t thie treaty of Chunar aforeſaid, tender the ſal Fy 544614 


That. the ſaid Warten Haſtings did, on the [INE of May, one 


That the faid Warren Haſtings, having removed the ſaid Middle- 
n from the reſidence of Lucknow, in the province of Oude, as 


d'from the ſaid Fyzoolz Khan, which he the ſaid F 4 85 Khan 


That the faid Warren Haſtings did, in caſe of a refuſal of ſuch 
drſe which he the ſaid Fyzoola Khan ſhould furniſh, and did aſcertain 
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a number of horſe 3 and he, the ſaid Warren Rufe Fell ee 


the time he gave ſuch orders, that the ſaid Fyzoola Khan, had not 
ſuch. a number of horſe in his ſervice. ee. 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, on or about the time laſt afor e, 
ſaid, inſtruct and command che fal Palmer to demand 7 the ſaid 
Fyzoola Khan an annual tribute, or a ſum, of money from the faid 
Fyzoola Khan, in compenſation. ſor the ſervice. of certain, ryots, or 
perſons employed 1n, the cultivation of the ground of the Vizier, to 
whom the (ajd Warren Haſtings aſſerted, that the ſaid Fyzoola Kban 
1 given protection and ſervice, and to ne the ſurrender of the 
id ryots; that in fact the age yzoola Khan had not at any tim: 
xyots as aforeſaid. | | 


- 
_ © 


given protection or ſervice to ſucl e 
That the ſaid Palmer, under the, authority aforeſaid, did, on, at 
about the month of February, onę thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty: 
three, exact from, the.ſaid Fyzoola Khan, a promiſe. to pay a; large ſuꝶ 
of money, amounting. to 1 — Aeg rupees, equal. in value, to ont 
hundred and fifty thouſand pounds fterling, and upwards, or ſgme athe 
large ſum of money, although the ſaid, Fyzoola, Khan was not bound, 
by treaty or otherwiſe, to the. payment of that or any other, ſum. 


That the ſaid exaction was made under . the., pratence. gf ſetuling 
certain doubts. between. the ſaid Yizier an the ſaid Eyzgola, Khaty 


reſpecting the troops with which he, the ſaid Fyzoola. Khan, wal 
bound to ſupply the ſaid Vizier— Which doubts; were, created and 
raiſed by the faithleſs conduct of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, herein be 
fore ſet forth. 3 | V 
That it was particularly ſtipulated between the ſaid. Palmer. 5 
the ſaid Fyzoola Khan, that the ſaid ſum of money was to be paid by 
certain fixed periodical payments. % ek ads 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, not regarding this laſt mentiong 
ſtipulation, thus ſolemnly entered into by the ſaid Palmer, under th 
authority of him the ſaid Haſtings, did, on or about the month 
April, one thouſand ſeven. hundred and .eighty»four,, require the {al 
Fyzoola Khan to pay the whole amount that then remained due, ani 


— 


the ſaid Fyzoola Khan did in fact pay the ſaminmGqGqCJ. 

By all which acts and deeds, hereinbefore, ſet. forth ta haye beg 
done and perpetrated by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, whilſt. Preſiden 
and Governor General, he the faid Warren Haſtings did, by a violatig 
of the moſt ſacred ties of honour, and conſcience, ſcandalouſly betral 
his truſt ; whereby a ſolemn. treaty and guarantee was broken, tl 
mind and government of the Nabob Fyzoola Khan alarmed. and d 
treſſed, and his treaſure unjuſtly extorted; the , honour of the Brit. 
nation (renowned for a faithful- adherefice to engagements): baſe! 
proſtituted and degraded ; and the Engliſh power in India, fundame 
tally ſhaken: And therefore the ſaid Warren Haſtings, by all «a 
every one of the ſaid acts, was, and is, guilty. of high-crimes and IH. 
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SRDECLE SIXTH, 
THAT geit extortion and corruption had been praQtifed by the 
= ſervants of the Eaſt India Company, under the pretenceof receiving 


preſents from the Indian princes or powers, their miniſters and agents, 
r ach 1 


That the receiving ſuch preſents is illegal and criminal; injurious 
to the intereſts of the natives of India; deſtructive of the welfare of 


the Company, and diſhonourable to the Engliſh nation. 


That the Eaft India Company had endeavoured to reſtrain” ſuch 


practice, by obliging the ſervants (as well thoſe who were inveſted 
with the higher offices, as thoſe in a more ſubordinate ſituation) to 
enter Into covenants, obliging themſelves not to receive prefents as 
aforeſaid. 1 | 4 8 „ 


That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did in fact enter into ſuch cote 5 


r | | 3 
That the Britiſh Legiſlature did, by an act of the thirteenth year of 


the reign of his preſent Tg Ag ſtrictly prohibit the receiving pre- 


ſents by the ſervants of the 
account whatibever. _ * 05 
That à great ſalary, amounting to twenty-five thouſand pounds a 
year, atid other great and conſiderable emoluments, wefe provided far 
he office of Preſident and Governor General, as well by the Eaft 
India Company, ,as by the Act of Parliament aforeſaid : and that the 
| Nackinge did in fact receive the faid ſalary, and enjoy 


aſt India Company, on any pretence or 


che ſaid emoluments. 


uch preſents to be prohibited, illegal, and eriminal : 


That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did well underſtand the receipt of 


. * 


Yet the faid Warren Haſtings; not contented with the large profit 
and gain to him ariſing from the ſalary and emoluments annexed tb 


the ſaid office of Preſident and Governor General, did on divers days 
ad times, both before and fince the paſſing of the Act of Parliament 
above mentioned, and whilſt he continued ſuch Preſident and Gover- 


Wnor General as aforeſaid, corruptly, illegally, and criminally,' take 


and accept of divers large ſums of money, as prefents, gifts, dona- 
lons, gratuities, or rewards, in violation of the duties of his office, 


Win defatice of the Act of Parliament above mentioned, and in direct 


ontradiction to his underſtanding reſpecting the ſame: f 
Particulatly; that ſome time in the year one thoufand ſeven hundred 
ind eighty-three, at Calcutta, in Bengal, the faid Warren Haſtings 
bid felt fraudulently ſolicit as, a loan, and afterwards corruptly and 
legally take and retain as a preſent or gift, from -a certain' perſon 
alled Rajah Nobkiflin, a ſum of money, amounting to thirty-four 
nouſand pounds ſterling, or _ other large ſum of money. 75 
| 1 F 2 3 
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ſideration of which, the ſaid Warten Haſtings did, contrary to his 


14 1 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, without any allowance or per- re 
miſſion then or ſince had or obtained from the Directors of the Eaſt te. 
India Company, or any perſon or perſons authorized or impowered' toWitc 
grant ſuch allowance ot permiſſion, apply the ſame to his own uſe, 
under pretence of difcharging certain expences ſaid to be incurred. byMWth 
him the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in his public capacity, without anyWſcr 
authority from the ſaid Company to incur the ſame, and of 'whichWeig 
ſaid expences the ſaid Warren Haſtings has not produced any ſufficient an 
voucher or account to the ſaid Compag. 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, on divers days and times, ig tw 
the years one thouſand ſeven, hundred and eighty, and one thouſand ve 
ſeven hundred land eighty-one, take and receive from divers perſons, 
| known and unknown, ſeveral large ſums of money, amounting. te 
two hundred thouſand pounds ſterling and upwards, or ſome other 
large ſum of money, as gifts or preſents to him the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings. | | | 1 
q That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, on or before the twenty-ſixth dai an 
of june, in the year one thouſand. ſeven hundred and eighty, at Calcutta, 


in Bengal, corruptly and illegally receive and take from one Sadarund, tin 


the Buxey or Treaſurer of Cheit Sing, Rajah of Benares, the ſum offi an: 
two lacks of rupees, equal in value to twenty thouſand pounds fter-lif afc 
ling, or ſome other large ſum of money, as a preſent and gift. WM wi 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, on or about the month off rec 
OQober, in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty, take ſai 
and receive from a certain perſon called Kelleram (ſince appointed tin 
by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, renter of the province of Bahar), o op 
behalf of himſelf the ſaid Kelleram, and a certain perſon calleſ cle 
Cullian Sing, a ſum-of money amounting to four lacks of rupee tra 
equal in value to forty thouſand pounds ſterling, or ſome other large 
ſum of money, or an obligation or ſecurity for the ſame, In con: 


duty, and to the great injury of the intereſts of the ſaid Eaſt India 
Company, and the Britiſh nation, let certain lands, in the province 
N. Bahar, in perpetuity to Kelleram and Cullian Sing, or one e 
them. | | 1 
That Aſoph ul Dowlah, Nabob of Oude, or Vizier of the em 
pire, was, in the month of February, in the year one thouſand 
ſeven hundred and eighty, and from that time until the period herein 
after next mentioned, in a ſtate of great pecuniary diſtreſs and em 
barraſſment; that the condition of the finances of the ſaid Vizie 
Was well known to the ſaid Warren Haſtings, as well at the tim 
hereinbefore mentioned, as at the. period hereinafter next ſet forth; 
and that the ſaid Vizier was, at theſe times, greatly indebted to th 
Eaſt India Company. _ 1 
That on. or about the month of September, one thouſand ſeyel 
hundred and eigbty- one, at Chunar, in the province of Oude, tht 
ſaid Warren Haſtings did, contrary to his duty, and to the greal 
.. diltreſs aud additional embarraſſment of the ſaid Vizier, take all 
| receilf 


* 


1 


„receive, as a preſent or gift, from him the ſaid Vizier, the ſum, of 
ten lacks of rupees, equal in value to one hundred thouſand pounds 
oWſterling, or ſome other large ſum of money. m.. 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, ſome time in the year one 
y thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-one, receive and take, as a pte“ 
eent or gift, from a certain perſon called Nundoolol, the ſum of hfcy= | 
eight thouſand rupees, equal in value to five thouſand pounds ſterling 
tand upwards, or ſome other large ſum of money. TY IO 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, at different days and times be- 
infl tween the firſt day of October one thouſand feven hundred and fe- 
1 venty-two and the ' firft day of February one thouſand ſeven hundred 
s,M and eee illegally, and arbitrarily extort and receive, 
to by the means of Cantoo Baboo, his banyan or ſervant; and others, 
er from a certain perſon called Maha Ranny Bowannee, Zemindar of 
en Radſhahy, divers ſums of money, amounting to four lacks forty thou- 
ſand and one rupees, equal in value to forty thouſand pounds ſterling 
ay and upwards, or ſome other large ſym of money, + 
all That the Supreme Council of Calcutta did, on divers days and 
df times in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-five, legally 
off and regularly meet. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings was, at the times 
K- aforeſaid, charged with the ſaid laſt- mentioned receipt of money, and 
TE with various unjuſtifiable tranſactions reſpeRing the ſame. That the ſaid 
off receipts and tranſactions were regularly proved upon oath before the 
keff ſaid Council, That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did neither at that 
ad time attempt to diſcredit the teſtimony ſo given againſt him, or to 
onlfl oppoſe the ſame by evidence, nor has he ſince taken any meaſure to 
led clear himſelf from the ſaid charge, or explain the nature of the ſaid 
es, tranſaction. | i | ; 
roll That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, at different days and times be- 
nf tween the firſt day of October in the year one thouſand ſeven hun- 
his dred and ſeventy-two, and the thirtieth day of September in the 
dia year one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-three, corruptly and il- 
ace} legally take, accept, and receive, from one Rajah Nuncomar, a natiye 
off Hindoo, high in office in the country government in India, or from 
ſome other perſon or perſons, divers ſums of money, amounting to- 
mY gether to three lacks fifty-four thouſand one hundred and five rupees, 
dll being equal in value to forty thouſand pounds ſterling, or ſome other 
in large ſum of money, as a conſideration or bribe for the diſpoſal of, and 
mY] 2ppointment to, certain offices in the gift of him the ſaid Warren Haſt- 
ze ings, being ſuch Preſident as aforeſaid; particularly, for procuring Rajah 
ml Goordaſs, ſon of the ſaid Nuncomar, the appointment of Niabut, or 
ch Head of the Finances of Bengal, and cauſing Munny Begum, widow 
of Meer Jaffier, heretofore Nabob of Bengal, to be Superior of the 
Family, meaning the Family of Mobarick ul Dowla, Nabob of Ben- 
gal, ſeventy-five thouſand and four rupees, being equal in value to 
eight thouſand pounds ſterling and upwards, or ſome other large ſum 
of money; and the further ſums of twenty-four thouſand nine hun- 
dred and ninety- eight rupees, three thouſand one hundred and two 
9 | RRV rupees, 


7 


1 46 } 
rupees, and one thouſand rupees, being together equal 'th three thou 
ſand pounds ſterling and upwards, vr ſome other Jarge'futm of money, 
Further, for conſtituting and appointing the ſaid Munny Begum Su: 
perior of the Family of the ſaid Nabob Mobarick ul Dowla, and 
taking away the ſuperiority thereof from Baboo Begum, mother 
the ſaid Nabob, one lack of rupees, being equal in value to ten thou” 
ſand pounds ſterling and upwards, or ſome other large ſum of money 
Further, from the ſaid Munny Begum, by a payment to one Nurt 
Sing, brother of Cantoo Baboo, banyan or ſervant of the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, at the deſire of him the ſaid' Warren Haſtings, one Jack 
and fifty thouſand rupees, equal in value to fifteen thouſand pound 
ſterling and upwards, or ſome other large Tum of money, 
That the Court of Directors aforeſaid did, by a letter bearing date 
1 the twenty eighth day of Auguſt, one thouſand ſeven hundred anf 
13 ſeventy-one, inform the ſaid Warren Haſtings that they were fully 
fenſible of the expediency of ſupporting ſome oſtenſible Miniſter i 
1 the Company's intereſt at the Nabob's Court (meaning the Court © 
16 Mobarick ul Dowlah aforeſaid) to tranſact the political affairs of the 
\ Circar or Government, and they truſted to the local knowiedge of 
14 him the ſaid Warren Haſtings the ſelection of ſome perſon well qua- 
4 lified for the affairs of Government, to ſucceed Mahomed Reza Khan, 
| as Miniſter of the Government, and Guardian of the Nabob's Mt- Bi 
nority. | Ih 5 
That the laid Munny Begum had deen originally in a low and de- ft: 
graded condition, without education, unacquainted with the affairs B 
of Government, and then lived ſecluded in a Zenana, and retitef Ad, 
from the world, whereby the ſaid Munny Begum was totally unqus eu 
lied for diſcharging the duties of Guardian to the ſaid Nabob, ant 
for governing his dominions; ſo that the ſaid Warren Haſtings, by he | 
the appointment of the ſaid Munny Begum as aforeſaid, 70h only 
acted corrupily and illegally in receiving the aforeſaid ſums bf money, 
but added to the criminality thereof, by violating the expreſs orders 
of the ſaid Court of Directors, to the great and manifeſt prejudice off 
the rights and intereſt of the ſaid United Company and this nam 
tion. 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, ſome time in the year one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-three, grant to one Khan Jehan 
2 40 the office of Phouſdar, or Chief Criminal Magiſtraie ol 
ughly, in the province of Bahar, a place of great truſt and profit. 
That a ſalary of feventy-two thouſand ſicca rupees a year was an. 
nexed to the ſaid office. That it was corruptly and illegally agreed 
between the ſaid Khan Jehan Cawn, and the ſaid Warren Haſtings, that 
1 the ſaid Khan Jehan Cawn ſhould annuallv give the ſum of thirty: 
. ux thouſand rupees for himielf the ſaid Warren Haſtings, and*foul 
. thouſand rupees for one Cantoo Baboo, his banyan or ſervant, dut ol 
the ſaid ſum of ſeventy-two thouſand rupees ſettled on the office of 
Phouſdar of Hughly as aforeſaid ; and that the ſaid Warren Hafting 
did corruptly and illegally take, receive, and accept nn 
al 


= : 


ſaid ſum of thirty-ſix thouſand rupees for himſelf, and four thouſand 
rupees to Cantoo Baboo, his bapyan or ſervant, out of the ſaid ſalary 


- 
- 


o annexed. to the ſaid office as aforeſaid. = 4 b | 

That the Supreme Council. of Calcutta did, on the thirtieth of 
March, one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-five, legally and re- 
gularly meet; that the majority of the ſaid Council did charge the | 
laid Warren, Haſtings with the receipts aforeſaid; that the ſaid War- i 
en Haſtings did not reply to the charge ſo made againft him, but did. # 
arbitrarily: and illegally attempt to diſſolve the ſaid meeting of Coun- Fi 
il, regularly and n aforeſaid, and did on that day, and 
livers.other days and times, ille ly and violently attempt to prevent, 
nd did. prevent, the ſaid Khan Jehan 3 other perſons, from 
iving their teſtimony. on oath before the faid Council reſpecting the 
ranſaQions. aforeſaid, whereby: the ſaid Warren Haſtings violated his 
juty as Ggvernor General, and ated in dehance of the Act of Par- 
jament aforeſaid. And further, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, whilſt he 
ontinued Preſident and Governor General as aforeſaid, did illegally 
nd corruptly make, ordain, and appoint divers other perſons to divers 
ther offices, for gift and brocage, and did corruptly, illegally, and 
xtorſively, receive and. accept from the ſaid perſons divers great ſums 
ff money, in conſideration of their appointment. to ſuch offices, both 
before and after their admiſſion thereto: and did at divers other days 
ind times, without any ſuch conſideration, take and receive divers 
gifts, preſents, donations, gratuities, and rewards. 3 
By all, each, and every the receipt and receipts of money afote- 
ad, as well thoſe for which he has accounted, or pretended to ac- 
ount, as thoſe which he has cancealed, and kept ſecret, and all and 
ach his actions, declarations, and writings reſpecting the ſame, he 
be ſaid Warren Haſtings has, grokly violated. the duties of his ſta- 
jon; ſubverted good government; ſhewn an evil example to the ſer- 
ants, of the Eaſt India Company; been. guilty, of corruption, pecu- 
tion, and extortion; and acted in direct defiance of an Act of 
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HEREAS the property of the lands in Bengal is, according to- 


I” the laws and cuſtoms of that countiy, an inheritable , property, 
e ſuch. bath been generally held and reputed, and accordingly 
n ath been charged with debts, and ſold, and otherwiſe conveyed ; and. 


lame is, wich, ſew exceptions veſted in certain natives called Ke. 
4 NT Ei : mindars 
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tpancy in che ſaid lands: And whereat the ſaid natives at Hindoog 


Arvenue, or quit rent, to the Mogul Government, called the auff 


thouſand ſeven hundred and fo 


+ thouſand” ſeven hundred and ſixty-five, invaſions, uſurpations, and 


And whereas, about the year one thouſand ſeven; hundred and fe. cia! 


languiſh from the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy. to iq 


mad added to the diſtreſs of the country, and threatened a gefieral de 
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dat or L. andholders, under whom. other natives, called Talzz 
derb br Ryvts, hold vertain ſubordinate rights of property, o ec 


whoſe rights and privileges are gtbunded upenothe poſſeſſion , af gef 
Bular grantꝭ; a long ſerles of family ſuoceſſion, and fair purchase 
And whereas it appears that Bengal has been under, the dominion of 
he Mogul, and ſubject to a Mahommedan Government for aboye g 
Hundred years: SEM 8% e N vir) A 30.25 bags 
tand wheteas while the Mogul Government was, ip its pigoury the 

ropetty of the Zemindars was held ſacxed,: and either by vpluntazy 
wrant from the ſaid age by compoſitien with him; the4payue 
Hindocs: were left in the free, quiet, and undiſturbed -paſlefion, of 
heir lands, on the ſingle condition of paying a moderate and certa 


* 


Jorma, or vriginal ground rent of the provinces, which had not been 
matkrially altered from the time when it was; firſt ſettled in "the 
year one thouſand five hundred and ſeventy- three to the year!-Ong 

nd ſeven rty, when the regular. and effective M. 
«gut Government ended: © £9425 22: 35 eee e ee 295 a5 
And whereas, from the laſt-mentioned period to- the: year ons 


various revolutions took place in the Government of Bengal, in cog- 
ſequenee of which the country was conſiderably reduced and ms 
-poveriſhed ;; at which time, that is to ſay, in the ſaid. year one thaw 
land ſeven hundred and ſixty-five, the Eaſt India Company receiyal 
from the preſent Mogul Emperor, Sha Alum, a grant of the Ds 
-wanny, or collection of the revenues HT 


venty, the Provinces, of Bengal and Bahar were viſited. with a dread 
ful famine and mortality, by which at leaſt one third of the in hab 
tants generally, and in many places near one half of the whole "Its 
Habitants, periſhed,” a loſs which could not, by any probable or alma 
poſſible means, be recruited in four or five years; yet neverthelas 
the revenue was violently kept up to its former ſtandard, that is, i 
the two years immediately preceding the appointment of the ſail 
Warren Haſtings to the S of Fort William, in conſe 
quence of which the remaining two-thirds, and in many places a {till 
ſmaller proportion of the inhabitants, were obliged to pay for tli 
lands then left without cultivation; and the country did according) 


year one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-five, and the evil coll 
tinte increaling+ every day 7 nn nn 1 oy mama nd 
= And whereas the ſaid Warren Haſtings well knew. that the lag 
ad- ſuffered unheard-of depopulation by the famine and, mortal 

aforeſaid, and that collections violently. kept up to their former fiat 


dard; in che two years immediately preceding the appointment ol T 
mim-the Hid Warren Haſtings to the Government of Fort Wie ng 


cij 


F 49 J 


cay of the revenue, unleſs immediate remedies were applied to pre. 
ent it: And whereas it became the bounden duty of the ſaid Ware 
ren Haſtings, when appointed to the Government of Fort William, 
Wl to apply ſuch immediate remedies as were within his judgment and 
WW bis power: And whereas the ſaid Warren Haſtings well knew, and 
as fatisfied in his judgment, that by intruſting the collections to the 
[i hereditary Zemindars, the people would be treated with more tender- 
dll neſs, the rents more improved, and cultivation more likely to be en- 


WM couraged, as he the faid Warren Haſtings well knew that the ſaid 
Zemindars have a perpetual intereſt in the country; that their jinheri- 


tance could not be taken from them; that they ate the proprietors 

that the lands are their eſtates, and their inheritance; that from a lon 

continuance of the lands in their families, it was to be concluded 
that they had rivetted an authority in the diſtricts, acquired 
an aſcendency over the minds of the Ryots, and conciliated 
their affeQions : And whereas it was reaſonable therefore to expect, 
and the ſaid Warren Haſtings was of opinion, that ſolid advantages 

might be expected from continuing the lands under the management 
of thoſe who have a natural and perpetual intereſt in their * e 3 
that the Zemindar would be leſs liable to failure or deficiencies than 


mindar) hath in the country, and becauſe his inheritance cannot be 
br taken from him, and it would be improbable that he ſhould riſk the 
Jos of it by eloping from his diſtrict, which the faid Warren  Haſ- 


rel bard preſſed for the payment of his balances, and as frequently are 
Wdctermined when he received his farm: Sy | 


cially the calamitous and diſtreſsful ſtate of the country, from the 
famine and mortality aforeſaid ; and being well convinced in his own 
judgment that the calamities and diſtreſſes were aggravated by the 
eolſections being violently kept up to the ſtandard at which they 
were fixed before the ſaid famine : yet, being Preſident of the Prefi- 
dency of Fort William in Bengal in the year one thouſand ſeven hun- 


waſters, -and to the prevention of ſolid advantages to them, and with 
danger of great loſs foreſeen by himſelf, and in contempt and dif- 


in the Zemindars, and to the ſubverſion of true policy, according to 
is own ſenſe of that policy, and with a total neglect of tenderneſs 


od ment of the revenues for five years, at a higher rate. than had ever 
een received before, and with a progreſſive and accumulating increafe 
Won each of the four laſt years of the faid ſettlement. | NEE, 


poHaſtings did put the lands of —_— up do a pretended e 


\ 7 


the Farmer, from the perpetual intereſt which the former (the Ze- 


tings well knew to have been too frequently practiſed by a farmer, when 


That the ſaid Warren Haſtings well knowing the premiſes, eſpe- 


dred and ſeventy-two, in violation of his duty to the Company, his 
repard of property, title, and right, all acknowledged by himſelf to be 


and humanity to the diſtreiſes and calamities of the inhabitants, he 
che ſaid Warren Haſtings, immediately after his appointment to the 
Government of Fort William aforeſaid, did make an arbitrary ſettle- 


That, to accompliſh this iniquitous purpoſe, he the ſaid Warren 
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a ad ene en deen ie take propoſals e Farting the ane 


R thereby encouraging ſtrangers to bid againſt the proprietors ; in con- 
; ſequence of which not only the ſaid proprietors wete ouſted of the Ml -* 
wy Em of their e But a great part fell into the hands of the 
14 banyans, or principal black ſervants, of Britiſh ſubje&s, conne&ael e 
11 With, and protected by the Government ; and this meaſure was this - 
14 executed, though the ſaid Warren Haſtings muſt haye foreſeen it 1 


1 3 happen, as he has ſince declared it did happen, that by He OY 1 
ie lands too generally fell into the hands of deſperate or knavith a * & 
| That, inftead of ie any abatement to the inhabitants hb h 


: | ad ſurvived the famine, the policy of which ſeemed as ſtrongly im. 

IF | plied as the humanity was undgubted, by the declaration of the ſaid | 

Wacken Haſtings, that the collections kept up to the former ſtandard 

TH Had added to the diftreſs of the country, the ſettlement made by the b 

fad Warren Haſtings, if it had been, or could have been, rigorouſly 

1k Exated from a country already ſo diſtreſſed, and from a population ol B 
4 


19 impaired as that, in the opinion of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, it | 
TH could not have been recruited in lefs than four or five years, Would!“ 
Have been in fact what it appeared in form, moſt cruel and tyrannical 
oppreffion. © But this ſettlement, far from being realized, fell conh- b 
derably ſhort, even in the firſt of the five years, in which the de- 5 
mand was lighteſt, and on the whole of the five years the real receipts 
fell mort of the ſettlement, by a ſum ſo enormous as to exceed tw H 
millions and an half ſterling; and therefore the only uſe for which . 
fettlement, evidently impoſſible to be realized, could be intended, . 5 
to which. it could be converted, was the means thereby afforded for 14 
obliging the native inhabitants to compound with thoſe who made f 
the ſaid ſettlement, and were poſſeſſed of authority to enforce it-* 


And the faid Eaſt India Company were groſsly impoled upon in the 15 
Arft inſtance, by a promiſed increaſe of revenue, and defrauded in the 55 
Tecond, not only by the failure of that increaſe, but by the revenue i 
falling ort to a gleat amount of what they were in the two yea 
preceding the (aid ſettlement. , 4 — 110 OO 


That the faid Warren Haſtings, being then at the head of the 
Government of Bengal, was a party to all the ſaid impolition and 
fraud, and to all the peculation and embezzlement which might © C 
did ariſe therefrom,” and is principally and ſpecially anſwerable for the 5 
fame ; and the more eſpecially ſo, as though the Court of DireQons 
of the Eaſt India Company, on ſundry proofs of peculation and em I; 
Herzlement beigg laid before them, to which the arbitrary and vie...” 
Far ſilertiene oreli had given occaſion, did politively direct 
rolecution againft tbe perſons who compoſed” the Committee 0 
Ftcuit, and agatolt all other propet parties; yet ſuch pr fes 
never carried oj td trial, but, on the contrary, was wholly fr a {trated 
and relinguiſhed by the laid Warren Haſtings, Who propofeck "an 
in Council,” chat örders Hould be given for withdrawing 


Earried it in Cour ha 
Ae {aud proſecution ; he the laid Wiicen Haſtings declaring, that he 
: + 44.+-4 & 9 , wal 


7 
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was cleatly of opinion that there was no ground ta maintain them, 


and that they would anly be produstive of expence to the Company, 
and unmerited vexation to the parties. 
8 hat previous to the meaſure before deſcribed being garried into | 
execution, the faid Warren Haſtings did eftabliſh certain fundamental 
p regulations in Council, o be abſerved in executing the ſame 5, amonglt. 
v bich regulations it was ſpectally and ſtrictly ordered, rhat ng farm 


ſhould exceed the annual amount of one lack of rupees, And für- 
{ ther, that no peſhcar, banyan, or other ſervant, of whatever deng- 
MW mination, of the collector, or relation, or dependant of any ſuch ſet- 
vant, ſhould be allowed to farm lands, nor directly nor indirectly to 
hold a concern in any farm, nor to be ſecurity for any farmer. 

That in d eck violation of theſe his own Ae and in breach 
of the public truſt repoſed in him, and ſufficiently declared by the 
NN Toes of his ſtation, if it had not been ee enforced 
by any poſitive inftitution, he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did permit 
and ſuffer his own banyan, or principal black ſteward, named Canto 
Baboo, to hold farms in different purgannahs or diſtricts, or .49, bp 
ſecutity for farms, to the amount of thirteen lacks of rupees, of the 
value of one hundred and thirty thouſand pounds, or upwards, per 
annum; and after enjoying the whole of thefe farms for two years, he 


the ſaid Canto Baboo was permitted by the faid Warren Haſtings to. 


Telinquiſh two of them. 5 „ 
That in the whole of the tranſaction aforefaid the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings has been guilty of manifeſt breach of truſt to his employers, 
and groſs colluſion with his ſervant, permitting him to hold or be 
ſecurity. for farms, againſt the ſpirit of his own regulation, as the 
ſaid Canto Baboo was the banyan or ſteward of him the ſaid Warrez 
Haſtings ; and has been alſo guilty of acting againſt the letter as well 
as ſpirit of that regulation, inaſmuch as the ſaid farms, or ſecurities 
for farms, amounted to a ſum enormouſly greater than that limited 
by the regulation —the regulation confining each farm to one lack of 
rupees. And he was alſo. guilty of a fraud againſt the Eaſt India 
Company, by permitting him, the ſaid Canto Baboo, ta relinquiſh 
che the ſecurity which he had given ſor the payment of the rent of cer- 
tain of the ſaid farms at the expiration of two years, during which 
"Wh two years the rent was loweſt, without ſatisfaction made to the 
ths Company to the great loſs of the ſaid Company, the maſters and 
oy of the (1d Warren Haſtings, Gs 
ll. And whereas the ſaid Warren Haſtings well knew, and was de- 
1 liberately of opinion, that great expence and inconvenience do always 
 yÞ"c<nd upon innovations, and more eſpecially be the, ſaid Warren 
Haſtings was: well aware of the expences and many inconveniencigs 
='tendant on innovations in the management 00 Foneetion ,of,ths 
10 7 of Bengal; that ſuch innovations cauſed a ſuſpenſion of. the 


F lections; and that contiqual variations in the. 131455 ae 
2 eee enen ions on che rights eg 
jig me revenue, and the continual 8 on the 518 00 me PER 
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pie, Had fide in the minds of the tyots a rooted 8iftruſt of the ond i ci 
HaticesnF GoVernment: And'whereas' the ſaid Warren Haſtings was i! 
well and fully apprized, that the Directors of the Eaſt India Company I fc 

Were vf opinion, that à ſydden'tranfition from one mode to-anotiren B ti 

GT jndeſtigation end colle bn of their revenue, might have alarmedMW.th 
iügöbftaffet, Neft dec their confidence in the Company's proceedings, WW V 
Fuck deen attepded with other evils ; And whereas it has been: always 1y 
found by experience, that ſuch in hovations' in the ordering and ma. d 
nägement of the territorial revenues in Bengal have been the ſource f P! 
much fraud and peculation in the public revenue, and of vexation agu tt 
oppreſſion to the people, yet the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in contradiction v6 
to his own conviction and judgment, and againſt his on declared opt g. 
mon, and in contempt and neglect of the opinion of the ſaid Director ci 
<4 wantonly and corruptly, from the commencement of his Govern he 
ment, in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and feventy-tway to the th 
Fear one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-one, as Preſident and L 
Governor General as aforeſaid, introduce and carry into execution, 
without reaſon or neceſſity, many different meaſures or changes in theſ A 
mode of ſettlement, collection, and management of the tertitorii H 
revenues of Bengal, all arbitrary and inconſiſtent with each other, 'and P. 
in moſt caſes ſtanding in direct contradiction to, and ſubverſive of ſomeſ f. 
other meaſure of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, as well as repugnant to h V 
declared opinions and profeſſed principles, | 9 04229 


. = a 1 


-+ "Thar, in particular, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, immediately after hi 9 


* appointment to the Goyernment of Fort William, in April one thou * 
"ſand ſeyen hundred and ſeventy=two, did aboliſh the office of NA 
Duan, or native collector of the revenues then exiſting ; that he did # al 
the ſame time appoint a Committee of the Board to go on a circuit 
through the provinces, and to form a ſettlement of the revenues for fi * 

| 2 ; that he did next appoint ſundry of the Company's ſervants t ” 
- Have the management of the collections, by fixing one of the ſaid ſe ** 
- yants in each diſtrict, under the title of Collector; that he, the (id ti 
- Warren Haſtings did afterwards aboliſh the General Board of Reveiſſ 
= Hye, or Council at Myxadavad, aſſigning as his reaſons for ſuch abo ! 


-Hition, * That while the controuling and executive part of the . 
*'*© yenue, and the correſpondence with the collectors was carried on h © 
ten Countil at Muxadayad, the Members of the Adminiſtration t: 
„ 'Cateutta had no opportunity of acquiring that thorough and com 0 
**$*-prehenſ;ive knowledge, which could only reſult from practical © 
-"W'experience;'* and becauſe * the orders of the Court of Directoꝶ 
"*0* which eftabliſhed a new ſyſtem, which enjoined many new regulz 
tions and inquiries, could not properly be delegated to à ſubordinalt 
„ Council; and it became abſolutely neceſſary that the buſineſs of Ut 


— 


** revenue thauld be conducted under the immediate obſeryation 4 
©" @ direction of the. Board.” - "*2. Ya ts LR 
* '* "That ja November one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeyenty-thiff 
th ſaid Warren Haſtings did aboliſh the office of colleor, ok tran 
feſfrec the collection and management of the revenues to ſeveral col 
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eee, eee 
„ cils of wyenne, timmonly called Provincial. Caygc $; 
u tbe twenty⸗ fourth of Oftober,/ one thouſand ſeven, bugq 
19 WH four, <atnefy offer! bis advice (io the (Governor General and, 
nM then newly appointed by A of, Parliament), for, the cont: 


on venue, and the adminiſtration: i none occurred to--him 
ly eſtabliſhed, of Pray 
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on by dectariogrin- Council, eng the nineteenkotg 
en hundred and ſeventy-nine, that the preient 


ment 


i 
* 2 


ment was ſuch as required temporary expedients, and the union-of ; 
'vate Intereſts with the public, That the ſaid Warren Haltings FM bu 
not produce any fact or argument whatſoever, toſthew the tate of, the 
Government to be ſuch'as he had deſcribed it, in that ſcandalous and 
criminal juſtification of his criminal actions; but if the ſtate of. the 
Government were really ſuch as to require tempotaty expedients, and 


a ſacrifice of the public to private intereſts,” the faid Warren H aſting 


Had criminally reduced it to that ſtate, he having, for the two. pre- 
ceding years, poſſeſſed the abſolute and 'uncontrouled power of. Ge. 


vernment, by virtue of his caſting voice in Council. £ 


- - : dy ” 


That the Court of Directors did ſend orders to the Governor Gene. 
ral and Council, dated the fifth of February, one thouſand ſeven hun. 
dred and ſeventy-ſeven, in the words or to the effect following : f 
<< you. are fully convinced that the eſtabliſhment "In. Prove! 
< Councils has not anſwered, or is not capable of anſwering, the pur. 
c poſes intended by ſuch inſtitutions, we hereby direct you to forma 
© new plan for the collection of the revenues, and to tranſmit the ſame 
4 to us for our conſideration,” NE NY cas a a 
That, very early in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty: 
one, and within two months after the departure of Philip Francis, 
Eſquire, by whoſe departure the Council General was reduced to twp 
perſons, he the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in contradiction to his own 
ſentiments, repeatedly declared, and to his own advice repeatedly and 
deliberately given, and in wilful diſobedience to the orders of the 
Court of Directors, to whom he did not tranſmit any plan for their 
conſideration, did, on ſundry falſe and contradictory pretences, ag 
for his own corrupt purpoſes, again change the whole ſyſtem of the 
collections of the public revenue of Bengal, as alfo the admigiſtras 
tion of civil and criminal juſtice throughout the provinces, by aboliſh: 
ing, and the ſaid; Warren Haſltings did corruptly aboliſh, the faid 
Provincial Councils before the yearly collection was finiſhed ; and. the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings did endeavour, ' contrary to his duty, to deceive 
"the Court of Directors, by affigning falſe reaſons for aboliſhing the 
ſaid Councils; and fo to deceive the ſaid Court, he the ſaid Warren 
"Haſtings did, in a letter to the ſaid Court, dated the fifth of May, one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty one, affirm, that the plan of ſuper- 

intending and collecting the public revenue of the provinces, throy 
the agency. of provincial councils, had been inſtituted for the tempo- 

rary and declared purpoſe of introducing another more permanent mode 
by an eaſy and gradual change; fuch affirmation being in direct cons 
tradiction to his repeatedly declared ſenſe, in the courſe of eight years, 
of che wiſdom of that inſtitution, of the neceſſity of never departing 

. from. it, and of his repeated advice that it might be made perpetual 

= by act of Parhiament.—-Nor was the abolition of the ſaid councils ips 

troduced by any eaſy and gradual change, or by any gradations whats 

3 ever, as the ſaid Warren Haſtings had falſely affirmed, in his letter of 

2 the. kf h of, May, one thouſand ſeven hundred and eigbty- one, to 

have been always intended, but was ſudden and unpfepared, ap tet 
128... P19 e FE 9 b 7 ae wennn inſtantly # 
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inftantly,accompliſhed by a ſingle, act of power of him the ſaid 


ten Haſtings, and before the yearly collection was finiſhed, 
That he the ſaid Warren Haſtings, having thus arbitrarily. aud 


= Y 
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War- 
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corruptly aboliſhed the ſaid Councils, did-ſubſtitute in their p ace 2 
Committee of Revenue, conſiſting of four perſons appointed by him- 
elk, on principles oppoſite to thoſe which he had himſelf profeſſed, 
and with excluſive. powers, tending to deprive the members of the 
Supreme Council of a due knowledge of and inſpection into the ma- 
agement of the territorial revenues velted by the Legiſlature in the 
Governor General and Council, and in effect to veſt the ſame ſolely 
and entirely in the ſaid Warren Haſtings; though the ſaid Warren 
aſtings had before aſſigned the neceſſity of ſuch knowledge, and of 
he immediate obſeryation and direction of the General Council at 
alcutta, as a reaſon for aboliſhing the General Board of Revenue at 
Muxadavad ; and he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did alſo, appoint a 
native of an infamous character, generally diſtruſted, hated, and feared 
n the province, and whom the ſaid Warren Haſtings knew to be of 
uch ill character, called Gunga Govind Sing, to be Duan to the 
ad Committee, an office of great power and truſt, and of ſuch a na- 
ure, that the Committee aforeſaid muſt chiefly rely upon the inte- 
rity and fidelity of the perſon who fills it, for the due execution of 
heir functions in collecting the revenue, and preſerving the ſubjects 
rom oppreſſion. —T hat he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did inveſt the 
aid Committee of four perſons, in the fulleſt manner, with all the 
eV Vowers and authority of the Governor General and Council, and 
hereby took the general management and cognizance of the revenue 
net of the Supreme Council, and deprived the members thereof of 


\ 


aide means of acquiring ſuch knowledge of the ſtate of the revenue 
MYufineſs, as might enable them to execute the proper duty of their 
aid flice, or any knowledge thereof whatſoever, without great difficulty 
the diſcouragement.— That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, by thus dele- 
js iting the powers of the Supreme Council to a Board conſiſting of 


rſons appointed by himſelf, or any other Board, acted in direct diſ- 
dedience. to the lawful orders of the Court of Directors, his maſters 


d employers, and in open contempt and-dehance of an act of Par- 


; 4 


del ment of the thirteenth year of his preſent ety. en 5 
ugh That immediately after the death. of the late Colonel George Mon- 
yY n, in September, one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-ſix, by 
190 


hich the number of the Governor General and Council was reduced 


four perſons, and continued ſo until April, one thouſand: ſeven © 

AS Windred and ſeyenty-nine, the ſaid Warren... Haſtings, for the pre- 
wing ed purpoſe of obtaining accurate ſtates of the real value of the 
tubWJs, as the grounds on which, a new ſettlement: of the provinees 

N- ks to be conſtructed, but in, reality, and.in breach of his truſt and 


, co draw into his own hands the ſole ordering, management, 
government of, the territorial acquiſitions and revenues, did de- 
be into all parts of, the proyinces à great number. of. native ofßcers, 
der the title of Aumeens, appointed by, and accountable to him- 

Hat ſelf 


[ 36 3 


ſelf only, and armed with powers of a dangerous, arbitrary, and ty- 
rannical nature, to enquire into the circumſtances,” rents, and pro- 
fits of every man's eſtate, and to compel a difcovery thereof, by 
arreſting and puniſhing thoſe who ſhould dare to oppoſe or difobey 
what was ſtyled by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, the orders of Govern« 
ment, — That the pretended purpoſe aforeſaid was the more manifeſtly 
_ falſe, becauſe the ſaid Warren Haſtings had, upwards of a year be- 
fore this appointment of Aumeens, informed the Court of Directors, 
by a plan dated the twenty: ſecond of April, one thouſand ſeven hun- 
dred and feventy-five, that the aſcertaining the value of the ſfeveralMWth 
diſtrias had been ſufficiently accomplifhed : And the falſehood of the C 
faid pretended purpoſe is ſtill more evident, becauſe the ſaid Warren 
Raftings well knew, and was perfectly convinced in his own judg- 
ment and opinion, that there was not any truſt to be put in the ac- 
counts delivered in by the Aumeens; and that no dependance could 
be placed on that mode of enquiry, as he knew that Aumeens were 
not to be truſted. VVV | —_ 
That, fuppoſing an actual valuation of all the landed property 6 
Bengal to be at any time a juſt or neceſſary meaſure, and that it bat 
not been, as the ſaid Warren Haſtings declared it had been, ſuffici- 
ently accompliſhed, yet, when he aſſumed the power of appointing, 
and did actually nominate and appoint the perſons who were to exe 
cute fuch a meaſure, and inveſted them with an arbitrary and univers 
power of inveſtigation, coercion, and puniſhment, which gave the 
all means of fraud, vexation, and cruelty, it was more pere and 
indiſpenſably neceſſary, and the bounden duty of the ſaid Warte 
Haſtings to appoint none but men of the beſt; or at leaſt of irr6 
proachable and unſuſpected characters, to an office of ſuch exorbitanl 
power and authority; notwithſtanding which, and in neplett of ſuc 
his bounden duty, and to the ſcandal of Government, to the encoi 
ragement of all miſbehaviour and miſconduct in office, he the fall 
Warren Haſtings did nominate and actually appoint to the prineip! 
ſuperintendance of this buſineſs, a perſon called Gunga Govind Sing 
whom the ſaid Warren Haſtings knew to be a perſon of infamous chi 
rater, and to be loaded with general reproaches as aforeſaid, and whi 
had been before diſmiſſed, ior miſconduct, from an office which he hel 
In the revenue department. „ 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings well knew, and was ſatisfied in hi 
judgment, that granting long leaſes of the lands was more for the it 
rereſt of the Eaſt India Company, as well as more conducive to th 
_ eaſe of the inhabitants, than the mode of annual ſettlements ; an 
has declared, amongſt many other reaſons and arguments, that ti 
farmer, who holds bis farm for one year only, having no intereſt! 
the next, takes what he can with the hand of rigour ; which, ev 
in the execution of legal claims, is often equivalent to violence; tl 
ſuch farmer is under the neceſſity of being rigid, and even Cruel ;' ti 
he will be tempted to exceed the bounds of right, and to augment * 
income by irregular exactions, and by racking the tenants 3 and en 
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Yee 4leoumgements, which.tepans feel from, bring ganſerced every, 
year;to.new-Japdlords, :eontributes,to..injure the cultivation and dif- 

people the: Jajds; - Notwithſtanding, which, and;in neglect of his duty. 


to, and in-diſregard to the intereſt of. the Eaſt India Companpę, And the 
eaſe and welfare of the inhabitants, .as, well as in manifeſt Tontra- 
diQion-to-all his own. profeſons. and declarations on the ſubjeQ, be 
the ſaid. Warren Haſtings did. approve of the report of the Committee 
of Revenue; which he had appointed in the year one, thouſand ſeven, 
hundred and eigbty-one, and. to whaſe diſcretion he had left it to fix 
the. term for which the enſuing ſettlement ſhould. be made; which 
Committee declared, that, with reſpect to the period of the leaſes in 
2nMgcnerals to limit: them to one year would be the r 


\ 
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That, in thus-approving.tbe faid recommended ſettlement, * he the 

ſaid Warren: Haſtings did not hold himſelf bound or reſtrained by the 
orders of the Court of Directors, but acted upon his own diſcretion; 
nd did again exerciſe that diſcretion, in particular inſtances, and for 
partial, intereſted, and corrupt purpoſes, againſt his approved general 
ettlement for one year, by granting perpetual leaſes: And he the ſald 
Warren Haſtings did, for ſuch partial, intereſted, and corrupt pur. 
e oſes, grant pecpetual leaſes of farms and Zemindaries to perſons ſpe - 
neially. fayoured by him; and particularly he the ſaid Warren Ffaſtings 
eo granted-a perpetual leaſe of the Zemindary of Baharbund to Canto 
abo, on very low terms; which ſaid Canto Baboo was then Banyan 
er ſte ward to the ſaid Warren Haſtings. © © 
and That in all theſe tranſactions the ſaid Warren Haſtings,” firſt as 
resident of the Preſidency. of Fort William, and afterwards as Go- 
i ernor General, has corruptly and wilfully proceeded, in violation of 
canis duty to the Eaſt India Company, his maſters and employers ; in 
Wifobecience.to their orders, to che great loſs and damage in their 
do evenues; in defiance. and contempr of an act of Parliament; to 
ede vexation, oppreſſion, and destruction of the inhabitants of Bengal; 
eip contradidt ion and perverſion of his own declared ſenſe of duty and 
ine due policy; and to the great icandal and reproach of the Britiſh go- 
che ernment in India: And that in all and each of the laid tranſactions, 
de ſaid Warren Haſtings Was, and is, guilty of high crimes and miſ- 
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07 HEREAS: 2 certain territory in India, y, the name of 
nt”! the Subah of Oude, was, on or about the year.gne, rhouſahd 
den hundred and ſity - four, P ineck bz, aatife Maho 


1 


for the ſupport, on certain conditions, and the payment of a certall 
his own eſtimation, and in that of the neighbouring r | 


 - Auence and power of the Governor General and Council of Fo 
William were immediately or mediately ſufficient to all acts of auth 
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prince or viceroy, a great chief of the Mogul empire, and Vize 
thereof, called the Nabob Vizier — ul Dowlah, Which Sujah u il 


Dowlah having been defeated in battle, and expelled from his domi. g. 
nions, by the arms of the Eaſt India Company; and being after-{Wbo 
wards, by thoſe acting under that Company, reſtored to his governWth 
ment, did, on or about the year one thouſand ſeven hundred ani be 
ſeventy- three, enter into a treaty with the Eaſt India Company, com. Hof 
monly called the treaty, of Benares, by which the ſaid Company didn 
under certain conditions and ſtipulations, and for a certain annualcir 


ſubſidy in the faid treaty expreſſed, agree to maintain a body of Bri 


tiſh troops for the defence of his territories; and the ſaid Vizierithe 
Sujah ul Dawlah did, by the affiſtance of the Eaſt India Company to 
forces, as allo in conſideration of money to them paid, or to be paid, pro 
obtain ſeveral large acceſſions to his dominions, namely, the territogu! 
Ties of Rohilcund, the Duab Corah Khorrah, and Allahabad : 

And wheteas the ſaid Sujah ul Dowlah, in or about the month al 
February, one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-five, died poſlelle 
of the territories aforeſaid; and his ſon, Aſoph ul Dowlah, did ſuc 
ceed to the ſame, and, by the influence of the Eaſt India Company 
on the Mogul Emperor, obtained a grant of the dignity and author 
of Vizier, which his father had poſſeſſed; and. the ſaid Aſoph u 
1 YTY having been chiefly ſupported in the ſucceſhon, and eſta 
bliſhed in the dignity aforeſaid, by the power and influence of thy 
ſaid Eaſt India Company, and, from the internal and external cir 
cumſtances of his country, finding ſuch aſſiſtance as had formetl 
been given to his father by the ſaid Company become abſolute necek 
ſary, did, on the twenty-firſt of May, one thouſand ſeven hundre 
and ſeventy-five, make a new treaty with the Eaſt India Company 


ſubſidy, of a brigade of their troops to be employed in his defence 
and did afterwards conſent to take other large bodies of troops belong 
ing to the ſaid Company into his pay: | 

And whereas the ſaid Aſoph ul Dowlah did very ſoon become, Ii 


well as in the opinion of the Britiſh Government of engal, a > 
pendant on the Eaſt India Company, as in truth and in fact he ſul 
ſtantially was; and the Engliſh name and character were reputed 
be, and were concerned in every act of his government, and the in 


Tity within the ſaid province of Oude, and its dependencies, 4 
were, in, fact, both mediately and immediately employed for 
ſame; and the Governor General and Council were bound by thel 
duty, and by the regard which they ought to have had to the hono 
of the Engliſh Name, to provide for the good order arid proſpell 
of the provinces, from whence this nation did derive eminent adval 
tages, and to take proper meaſures that the troops kept up as aforeſſ 
ſhould not, by their exceſſive number, their ill compoſition, thi 


| UL & 1 
in diſtribution, their ill diſcipline, or their ill ceconomy, become a 
orievance to the country they were intended to protect; and it was the 
bounden duty of the ſaid Governor General and Council to take care 
chat the eaſe, ſecurity, and honour of the Prince and his family ſhould 
be conſulted. and provided for; and it was contrary to the clear duty 
of the ſaid Governor General and Council, and of any or all of them, 
ia anywiſe to countenance or ſuffer, much more to authorize and 
direct, any acts of oppreſſion or peculation within the ſaid Provinces : 
And whereas the ſaid province of Oude was, at the beginning of 
eiche Britiſh interference therein, in a flouriſhing condition with regard 
Jo culture, commerce, and population, and the territories added to that 
province by the Britiſh power were particularly and eminently diſtin- 
oeuiſhed for their high cultivation, and their conſequeat opulence ; and 
the ſaid Company's Government was particularly bound to the pro- 
AcRion and good government of countries which by them were taken 
rom their original rulers, and given over to the charge of another au- 
thority dependant on the ſaid Company: but the ſaid countries did, 
rom the time in which they ought to have profited. by the ſaid pro- 
MecQion, moſt rapidly decline, and did fall into a moſt miſerable ſtate 
ff decay, indigence, waſte, and depopulation ; And this ill ſtate of 
hings was, in a great meaſure, owing to the criminal acts and criminal 
Weglects of Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, late Governor General of 
zengal, and his agents —for he the ſaid Warren Haſtings, entertaining 
aſe and corrupt views of profit to bimſelf, and to the evil inſtruments 
his power, from the wealth of thoſe provinces, from the good ad- 
Wiiniſtration of which he ought to have looked for honour to himſelf, 
ind to his country, did, upon receiving a repreſentation in writing 
rom the then Britiſh Reſident John Briſtow, Eſquire, dated twenty- 
cond January, one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-ſeven, con- 
erning the diſordered ſtate of the ſaid provinces, ariſing from the 
eglects of the Nabob Viſier, the ſaid Aſoph ul Dowlah, and the ex- 
eve power and miſmanagement of his favourites, perſons of no 
; orth, and known to the ſaid Warren Haſtings, and by him often de- 
e lared to be of that deſcription ; in which repreſentation the ſaid Briſtow 
ub eclared that the only remedy for the ſaid diſorders was to be found in 
e aſhſtance and protection of the Engliſh; he the ſaid Warren 
aſtings, inſtead of affording the ſaid aſſiſtance and protection, and 
pporting and encouraging the ſaid Briitow in making ſuch true and 
dicious repreſentations as might lead to a uſeful and effectual reform 
the ſaid abuſes, and inſtead of inſtructing and authorizing him the 
ud Briſtow. to take fit meaſures for preventing the growth of the ſaid 
Wuſes, and thereby preſerving the ſaid country from impending ruin, 
id, maliciouſſy and againſt his duty, diſcountenance the ſaid Briſtow, 
removing him, ſoon after be had made the ſaid repreſentation, from 
s office of . Reſident aforeſaid, contrary to the ſtanding orders of the 
durt of Directors, and without any complaint; and he the ſaid 
thi Warren Haſtings did. wilfully neglect to take any effectual meaſures 
It the redreſs of the grievances 1 the ſaid provinces, or rectifying 
| 2 the 


the abuſes ſubſiſting therein; and the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in cons 
tempt of the faid lawful authority, did inſiſt that the Company's Rez 
ſident at Oude was a repreſentative character, and ought to be of his 
own nomination and not of theirs, and that he ought to have, and 
would have, in that office a perſon of his own choice, and in whom 
he could place confidence, or to that effect. And he the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings did accordingly appoint to the ſaid office a creature of his o 
namely, Nath niel Middleton, Efquire, being the more eſpecially a fi 
inſtrument for his evil purpofes, as having on a' former occafion' pre- 
ferred the advantages which he might derive from the favour of the 
faid Warren Haſtings to his duty, and refuſed to deliver to the lawful F 
authority of the Council General, from him requiring it, his correſ a 
pondence with the {aid Warren Haſtings, whilft he the ſaid Middleton ſe 
was Reſident in Oude, during the lifetime of the aforeſaid Nabob k. 
Vizier Sujah ul Nowlah, but delivered the ſame privately to the ſaid c: 
Warren Haſtings, to be by him deftroyed or ſuppreſſed, and the ſameſſ fa 
hath been fince ſuppreſſed or deſtroyed; and he the faid Warren of 
Haſtings did fend the ſaid Middleton into Oude, in the character ani ſu 
Capacity of Reſident and Collector of the Company's aſſignments m 
that province; but no effectual proviſion was made in this new ap an 
pointment, or in conſequence thereof, to relieve the diſtreſſes of th ve 
country, or to check the diſorders in its government, which diſtreſſe an 
and diſorders were daily increaſing: 1 | 1 
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And whereas the ſaid Nabob Vizier Aſoph ul Dowlah did, in m- 
about the month of November, one thouſand feven hundred and ſeveni an 
nine, repreſent in writing to the ſaid Warren Haſtings the declining dic 
ſtate of his country, and tlie extreme diſtreſs of his Court, dependanty rec 
and family, in ſtrong and moving terms, and did therein detail ſeveral the 
affecting particulars of the ſaid diftreſs, as by reference to the ſaid re pic 
preſentation will appear; and the faid repreſentation the Reſident tie 
Oude did declare to be true; and the truth thereof the fard Warte du: 
Haſtings did not at the time attempt to controvert, and he hath” ſin tr: 
directly admitted that the ſaid repreſentation was founded in truth no! 
yet, notwithſtanding the repreſentation, atteſtation, and  admifſionſing 
aforeſaid, he the ſaid Warren Haſtings, malicioufly and corruptly wi Co 
tending and contriving to opprefs the ſaid Nabob Viſiter Aſoph : 
Dowlab, his family and his country, for his own evil purpoſes, anon 
that he might, by encreafing diforder in the Government of Oudl Ha 
drive the ſaid Aſoph ul Dowlah to the neceſſity of purchafing the 
mercy and forbearance, did, poſitively, and in a moſt inſolent and a on 


fenſive manner, in his minutes of the thirteenth and fifteenth of Val tem 
cember, one thouſand ſeven hundred and feyenty-nine, refuſe fo af ſubj 
to the 1aid Nabob Vizier the relief by him humbly and earneftly W. 
licited, or any the ſmalleſt part or portion thereof; and though he bis 
attribute the diſtreſſes of the country, which diſabled the V izier, boo 
| faid Sujah ul Dowlab, from maintaining the eſtabliſhments by iſ bis 
complained of, to the vices of the ſaid Vizier's own character, wht 
had influenced his Government, yet he the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
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deither purſue any effectual meaſure whatever, for correcting the vices 
of the ſaid Nabob's Government, nor for enabling him, by a better 
WM cxconomy, to ſupport the burthen which he thus, againſt his willy 
continued upon this degraded Prince, and the undone inhabitants of 
his country; notwithſtanding that the authority and influence of the 
18 ſaid Warren Haſtings was full as competent in right, and as juſtifiable 
MW at the leaſt in practice, to protect the country of Jude from waſte and 
f oppreſſion, as to load it with the burthen of military eſtabliſhments 
e- authorized by no treaty, ſtipulation, or agreement, and kept up againſt 
he the ſtrongeſt 'remonſtrances of its Prince: And the faid Warren 
ul Haſtings, falſely pretending that the danger of the Company's affairs, 
and their inability to charge themſelves with forces, which he did af- 
ſert to be neceſſary, did oblige and compel the ſaid Nabob Vizier to 
keep up the ſame ; when he did at another time, and after he had re- 
ceived bribes from the ſaid Nabob Vizier and his Miniſters (that is to 
ſay) in his letter to Edward Wheler, Eſquire, dated the twenty-ninth 
of November, one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-one, and at 
ſundry other times ſince, declare, that the keeping up the eftabliſh- 
ments aforefaid was ruinous to the country of Oude; an injury, not 
an advantage; a burthen, and not a reſource, to the Company's re- 
venues ; and that the reduction and diſbanding of the ſame would be 
an inſtant relief to our pecuniary diſtreſſes, or to that effect. 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in order to prevent any further re- 
monſtrances concerning the grievances, which he was bound to hear, 
and which he was able, and ought, to have been willing, to redreſs, 
did, for his ſaid corrupt, oppreſſive, and tyrannical purpoſes, on the 
records of the ſaid Company, declare, that the ſaid remonſtrances, and 
the ſeaſon they were made in, did give cauſe for the moſt alarming ſuſ- 
picions ; and he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did ſtigmatize as incendia- 
ries, and did threaten that he would, as far as his influence could pro- 
duce that effect, bring to puniſhment thoſe who adviſed ſuch remon- 
firances, or employed words or declarations to that purpoſe ; thereby 
not only refuſing to relieve the diſtrefles of the country, but endeavour- 
ing even to prevent complaint from being brought to the ears of the 
Council of Bengal, or to the Court of Directors at home. 

That, notwithſtanding the menaces aforeſaid, farther remonſtrances, 
on the part of the ſaid Nabob of Oude, were made to the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings to the ſame purpoſe, and rejected as the former; namely, on 
the 24th of February, one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty, as alfo 
on the 15th of May in the ſame year, and no relief was given, or at- 
tempted to be given, by him the ſaid. Warren Haſtings, on the ſaid 
ſubject, in any meaſure, or in any manner whatever. And the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings did continue the ſaid grievances until (according to 
his own opinion, given in wricing, on the records of the Council 
books) he had little reaſon to be ſanguine in his expectation, that even 
his own endeavours would be attended with much ſucceſs, in reftorin 
the ſaid country to its ancient condition, in any time he could ſpare 

| | for 


THA a year, or thereabouts, after the laſt public remonſtrance, 


. Tefuſed all relief to the Vizier in the peremptory and offenſive manner 


Haſtings exorbitant general powers with regard to the making oli; 


62 1 
for the purpoſe, or to that effect; confeſſing thereby the effects of his 
criminal refuſal to afford a timely relief to the diſtreſſes of Oude, which 
had been fo frequently and ſo urgently repreſented to bim. 


ARTICLE NINTH. | 


and after the faid Warren Haſtings had attributed the ſufferings 

of Oude to the Nabob's own. nature and charcter, and branded the res» 
preſenters of the grievances of Oude as incendiaries, and as perſons 
fit to be brought to puniſhment, and their requeſts at that ſeaſon as 
iving cauſe to the moſt alarming ſuſpicions, as aforeſaid, the ſaid 
arren Haſtings, having driven the parties complaining to ſuch dif- 
treſs as he thought might oblige. them to offer bribes to him for their 
ranſom, did ſuddenly and corruptly alter his language, although there 
was then no difference in the ſituation. of affairs, with regard to fo- 
reign wars or enemies, from that in which they ſtood when he had 


aforeſaid ; and he did, in his minute of the twenty-firſt of May, one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-one, himſelf repreſent the province 
of Oude as fallen into great diſorder and confuſion ; and that its re- 
ſources were in an extraordinary degree diminiſhed; and did. thereon 
propoſe in Council, himſelf and Mr. Wheler being at that time the 
only members, a delegation to himſelf, containing new, dangerous, 
and exorbitant powers, relative to the regulation of the affairs of the 
ſaid Nabob of Oude, with ſuch authority to enforce the ſame as the Have 
Governor General and Council might or could exerciſe on.occafions:j;q; 
in which they would be warranted to exerciſe the ſame by the claimge,;., 
which the ſaid Company hold, or may have, on the dominions of the nc: 
ſaid Nabob ; and the ſaid. Commiſſion did alſo give to the ſaid Warren 


treaties, and war and peace, and did declare that all ſuch Acts, and 
all ſuch engagements or. treaties made as aforeſaid, ſhould be binding. 
on the Governor General and Council, in the ſame manner, and a3 
effectually, as if they had been paſſed and done by the ſpecial and im-M 
mediate concurrence and actual ſanction of the Governor General and 
Council in Council aſſembled. 3 3 | 
That the ſaid commiſſion given as aforeſaid by the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings to himſelf, was deſtructive to. the conſtitution of the ſaid 
Council, contrary to the ſtanding orders. of the ſaid Eaſt India Comy 


pan), 


L 6 J | 
pany, and to the act of the thirteenth of his preſent Majeſty, intituled, 
An Act for eſtabliſhing certain regulations for the better manage. 
ment of the affairs of the Eaſt India Company, as well in India 
« as in Europe.“ And the ſaid Warren Haſtings did himſelf con- 
ceive and underſtand, that the ſaid commiſſion was illegal, he having 
in his minute of the third of July, one thouſand ſeven hundred and | 
eighty-three, declared his opinion that the whole power of the Go- 
vernment, on his departure, would legally veſt in his ſole colleague, Ed- 

ward Wheler, Eſquire; and yet he did, in the ſame paper or minute, at- 

tempt to divide the powers which the ſaid Wheler poſſeſſed by the legal 
conftitution of the Board, and to limit them to thoſe not given, by the 
aforeſaid illegal commiſſion, to him the ſaid Warren Haſtings, and 
chat to make an unwarrantable and unlawful agreement for a par- 
tition of the power between him the ſaid Warren Haſtings, and his 
ſaid colleague, which had been by act of Parliament collectively and 
integrally given to the ſaid Governor General and Council in Council 
duly afſembled ; but the ſaid Warren Haſtings, foreſeeing that one or 
the other of theſe divided authorities muſt be illegal, and the ſaid 
Wheler, not: knowing with certainty whether, in the iſſue, that de- 
egated to him might not be found inſufficient, -he, the ſaid Warren 
aſtings, in order to - ſatisfy the ſaid Wheler, did contrive and deviſe 
an illegal remedy for any acts which the ſaid Wheler might illegally 
Perform, on the ſuppolition of the invalidity of his authority, the 
lame having been before, in its molt eſſential parts, wholly delegated, 

n effect, to the ſaid Warren Haſtings, by engaging in a written in- 
rument under his ſignature, that, ſo far as his the ſaid Warren 
Haitings's ſanction fhould be, or ſhould be deemed neceſſary, he the 
ad Wheler ſhould receive that ſanction to all his meaſures, or to that 
ftect, though he the ſaid Warren Haſtings neither did nor could know 
mat thoſe meaſures might be. 

And it does not appear that there was any juſtifiable or even colour- 
ble a& done by the faid Warren Haſtings, in his negociations with the 
zier, in virtue of the aforeſaid illegal commiſſion, which might not 
ave been at leaſt equally well done, and with leſs queſtion as to its 
Widity, by the Britiſh Reſident at the Court of Oude, or any other 
erion deputed legally by him; by which unwarrantable aſſumption of 
conſtitutional and irregular power, wholly foreign to his ordinary 


ey Wuty, and wholly unneceſſary for any good or legitimate purpoſe, and 
ot attempting to enforce and cover the ſame by ſo many intricate and 
nd dtle devices, he did diſcredit the office of Governor General, and the 
DWitiſh Government, in the eyes of the natives of India, and in thoſe 


the Company's ſervants, by furniſhing a ſtrong ground for ſuſpicion, 
bat he did proceed in propoſing and accepting this delegation upon 
otives as corrupt and criminal as his commiſſion was Ld: 

And the ſaid Warren Haſtings did proceed to meet the Vizier Aſoph 
en l Dowlah, in conſequence of the ſaid illegal commiſſion, at a great 
0 nd unneceſſary charge to the Eaſt India Company, and did ſcanda- 
bully and corruptly take an unlawful gift or bribe from the ſaid Vizier 


Aſoph 


11 
for the purpoſe, or to that effect; confeſſing thereby the effects of his 
criminal refuſal to afford a timely relief to the diſtreſſes of Oude, which 
had been fo frequently and ſo urgently repreſented to him. 


A" 
: 


ARTICLE NINTH: 


F HAT a year, or thereabouts, after the laſt public remonſtrance, 
and after the ſaid Warren Haſtings had attributed the ſufferings 
of Oude to the Nabob's own. nature and charcter, and branded the re- 
preſenters of the grievances of Oude as incendiaries, and as perſons 
fit to be brought to puniſhment, and their requeſts at that ſeaſon as 
iving cauſe to the moſt alarming ſuſpicions, as aforeſaid, the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, having driven the parties complaining to ſuch diſs 


treſs as he thought might oblige. them to offer bribes to him for the 


ranſom, did ſuddenly and corruptly alter his language, although there 
was then no difference in the ſituation. of affairs, ,with regard to fo- 
reign wars or enemies, from that in which they ſtood when he had 
. refuſed all relief to the Vizier in the peremptory and offenſive manner 
aforeſaid ; and he did, in his minute of the twenty-firſt of May, one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-one, himſelf repreſent the province 


of Oude as fallen into great diſorder and confuſion ; and that its re- 


ſources were in an extraordinary degree diminiſhed; and did. thereon 
Propoſe in Council, himſelf and Mr. Wheler being at that time the 
only members, a delegation to himſelf, containing new, dangerous, 
and exorbitant powers, relative to the regulation of the affairs of the 
ſaid Nabob of Oude, with ſuch authority to enforce the ſame as the 
Governor General and Council might or could exerciſe on.accaſions 
in which they would be warranted to exerciſe the ſame by the claims 
which the ſaid Company hold, or may have, on the dominions of the 


ſaid Nabob ; and the ſaid. Commiſſion did alſo give to the ſaid Warren 


Haſtings exorbitant general powers with regard to the making ol 
treaties, and war and peace, and did declare that all ſuch Acts, and 
all ſuch engagements or treaties made as aforeſaid, ſhould be binding 
on the Governor General and Council, in the ſame manner, and a3 
effectually, as if they had been paſſed and done by the ſpecial and im: 
mediate concurrence and actual ſanction of the Governor General and 
Council in Council aſſembled. | | | 
That the ſaid commiſſion given as aforeſaid by the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings to himſelf, was deſtructive to the conſtitution of the ſaid 
Council, contrary to the ſtanding orders. of the ſaid Eaſt India Com 


pany; 


EI 


pany, and to the act of the thirteenth of his preſent Majeſty, intituled, 
An Act for eſtabliſhing certain regulations for the better manage- 
ment of the affairs of the Eaſt India Company, as well in India 
« as in Europe.“ And the ſaid Warren Haſtings did himſelf con- 


ceive and underſtand, that the ſaid commiſſion was illegal, he having 


in his minute of the third of July, one thouſand ſeven hundred and 


eighty-three, declared his opinion that the whole power of the Go- 


vernment, on his departure, would legally veſt in his ſole colleague, Ed- 


ward W heler, Eſquire; and yet he did, in the ſame paper or minute, at- 


tempt to divide the powers which the ſaid Wheler poſſeſſed by the legal 
conſtitution of the Board, and to limit them to thoſe not given, by the 
aforeſaid illegal commiſſion, to him the ſaid Warren Haſtings, and 
that to make an unwarrantable and' unlawful agreement for a par- 
tition of the power between him the ſaid Warren Haſtings, and his 
ſaid colleague, which had been by act of Parliament collectively and 
integrally given to the ſaid Governor General and Council in Council 
duly aſſembled; but the ſaid Warren Haſtings, foreſeeing that one or 
the other of theſe divided authorities muſt be illegal, and the ſaid 


Wheler, not knowing with certainty whether, in the iſſue, that de- 


legated to him might not be found inſufficient, - he, the ſaid Warren 

aſtings, in order to ſatisfy the ſaid Wheler, did contrive and deviſe 
an illegal remedy for any acts which the ſaid Wheler might illegally 
perform, on the ſuppolition of the invalidity of his authority, the 
lame having been before, in its molt eſſential parts, wholly delegated, 
n effect, to the fajd Warren Haſtings, by engaging in a written in- 
trument under his ſignature, that, ſo far as his the ſaid Warren 


Haſtings's ſanction fhould be, or ſhould be deemed neceſſary, he the 


aid Wheler ſhould receive that ſanction to all his meaſures, or to that 
fect, though he the ſaid Warren Haſtings neither did nor could know 
hat thoſe meaſures might be. $a 
And it does not appear that there was any juſtifiable or even colour- 
ble act done by the faid Warren Haſtings, in his negociations with the 
zier, in virtue of the aforeſaid illegal commiſſion, which might not 
ave been at leaſt equally well done, and with leſs queſtion as to its 
alidity, by the Britiſh Reſident at the Court of Oude, or any other 
erlon depured legally by him; by which unwarrantable aflumption of 
nconſtitutional and irregular power, wholly foreign to his ordinary 
Iuty, and wholly unneceſſary for any good or legitimate purpoſe, and 
W's attempting to enforce and cover the ſame by fo many intricate and 
dtle devices, he did diſcredit the office of Governor General, and the 
britiſh Government, in the Eyes of the natives of India, and in thoſe 
f the Company's ſervants, by furniſhing a ſtrong ground for ſuſpicion, 
at he did proceed in propoſing and accepting this delegation upon 
otives as corrupt and criminal as his commiſſion was bh 7 
And the ſaid Warren Haſtings did proceed to meet the Vizier Aſoph 
Dowlah, in conſequence of the ſaid illegal commiſſion, at a great 
nd unneceſſary charge to the Eaſt India Company, and did ſcanda- 
bully and corruptly take an unlawful gift or bribe from the ſaid Vizier 


Aſoph 
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Afoph ul Dowlah and his Minifters, to the amount of one hundred 
thouſand pounds, or. ſome other great ſum of money; and did on the 
ninteenth of September, one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-one, 
at a place called Chunar, enter into a treaty, or agreement commonly 
called the Treaty of Chunar, in which he did conſent to certain pro- 
poſitions which, previous to the ſaid treaty, he had always refuſed, 
namely, either to the reduction of certain large bodies of troops in the 
pay of the Nabob V izier, or to the charging the expences of them, a 
ſome of them, on the Eaſt India Company, and withdrawing them 
from the dominions of the Nabob of Oude; which ſtipulation. op 
treaty, if not agreeable to the true intereſt of the Eaſt India Companyy 
He was and is culpable for having made; but if the ſame was a treatyj 
fit to be made, the ſame ought to have been by him faithfully -kephif 
and abſerved. Notwithftanding which his treaty and agreement hg 
did, a very ſhort time after making the ſame, perfidiouſly, and to the 
diſhonour of this nation, violate his own and the public faith in put 
ting the troops aforeſaid, or ſome of them, or other troops equally 
barthenſome, on the eſtabliſhment of Oude, at a great charge to thi 
faid Vizier Aſoph ul Dowlah, and contrary to the true intent and 
meaning of the ſaid treaty, and contrary to the will and inelination of 
the ſaid Vizier, who being in entire ſubjection to the ſaid Warre 
Haſtings, was obliged at length to conſent, or rather to ſubmit, ˖0 
Whatever he ſhould direct. N | 3 . «xl 

And whereas the faid Warren Haſtings did engage, by the firſt ar 
ticle of the ſaid treaty, wholly to exonerate the ſaid Vizier from the 
charge of all Engliſh gentlemen in a civil or military capacity (with 
certain exceptions in the article made), who received penſions or al: 
lowances from the reyenues of Oude, admitting the ſame to be an in 
tolerable burthen on the Vizier; yet he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
having no regard to the faith of his engagements entered into by him 
on the part of the Eaft India Company, but ſolely intent on the pur 
ſuit of his own corrupt purpoſes, did at ſeveral times impoſe - a new 
or did ſuffer to continue ſundry penſions and allowances, over ai 
above thoſe ſpecially provided in the ſaid article, to the amount of oll 
Hundred and forty thouſand pounds ſterling by the year, or ſome athe 
great ſum, the ſaid Warren Haſtings deceitfully pretending that he wa 
unapprized of the exiſtence of the ſame, until by the tecriminatory ac 
cuſations of Mr. John Briſtow and Mr. William Cooper he did confel 
himſelf compelled to acknowledge his having authorifed certain pes nd 
ſions,” which he had thus perfidiouſly and oppreflively impoſed, a0 
which, were an unſu pportable charge on the revenue of Oude. bes 
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ARTICLE TENTH. 


A ND whereas the ſaid Warren Haſtings, by the ſecond article of 
the aforefaid treaty of Chunar, did agree to permit the Nabob 
df Oude to reſume ſuch landed eſtates, called jaghires, as ta him the 
aid Nabob might appear to be neceſſary; yet he the ſaid Warren Haſ- 
ings did afterwards'take away the uſe of the diſcretion reſerved to the 
abob in this important point, relating folely to his own internal au- 
hority and juriſdiction, and to the protection which he owed to his 
objects, and did violently compel the ſaid Nabob to an univerſal con- 
cation of the ſaid jaghires or landed eftates; and the Nabob did ac- 
ordingly, by and under the compulſion of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
Winiverſally confiſcate all eſtates of that deſcription, in breach of his 
he Nabob's faith; who having been driven, by the demands of the 
ompany, during the refidency of Mr. Purling, to make a temporary 
ez ure of the profits of the lands aforeſaid, did then give his bonds and 
Poligations for the repayment thereof, and did add his ſolemn af- 
rance, that he would never again reſort to the like oppreſſive 
LY, TT Oe | | 
hell That in the number of perſons ſo diſpoſſeſſed of their eſtates by ſuch _ 
Wonhiſcation, were comprehended the neareſt relations of the Nabob 
A imſelf, and the ancient friends and dependants of his family; and the 
nnual value of the faid eflates amounted to four hundred and thirty- 
ye thouſand pounds ſterling, or ſome other large ſum of money, ac- 
Wording to an old valuation; but they were in reality found to yield 
onſiderably more: and the ſaid perſons thus violently ſtripped of their 
roperty (many of them of high birth and quality, and the greateſt 
Wart having no other maintenance), were reduced to ſuch extreme 
ſtreſs, as to be obliged to ſubſiſt on the ſale of their moveables or on 
Ims : and the confiſcated lands being put on rack rents, the people, 
habitants thereof, were grievouſly oppreſſed ; and univerſal diſcon- 
Wt, and the greateſt 3 7 85 did enſue throughout the whole coun- 
y, long agitated and waſted, and in- which much blood was ſhed; 
Id, in particular, the commotions excited by the Rajah Bulbudder 
og did wholly ariſe from the aforeſaid arbitrary, and unjuſt, and 
rhdious meaſure. Es 1 3 1 
That the Nabob Vizier did frequently petition the ſaid Warren 
eſtings to be permitted to reſtore the ſaid jaghires to their original 
orietors, but for a long time without effect; and when he was at 
"Weath permitted, by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, to reſtore certain of 
em, it was but in an imperfect and ſcanty meaſure, N 
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PHAT by a certain article in the treaty of Chunar aforefaid, it way 
=. In effect and ſubſtance provided, that the Nabob Visier thould; 
fubmit to intruſt the management of his revenue and treaſury to a cer: 
tain Miniſter of his, or one appearing as a Miniſter of his the faid 
Nabob's, called Hyder Beg Khan, who was withdrawn from the con- 
\troul of his maſter the ſaid Nabob, and placed under the controul of 
and obliged to act with, the participation of the Britiſh Reſident ; and 
that, in ſundry other acts of his government, the faid Nabob wasfſſor 
bound, by the faid article in the faid treaty, to act with the concursſhol 
rence of a Britiſh Reſident, without any expreſſed participation of theſor e 
Minifter ; and the ſaid article of the treaty aforeſaid, worded: in looſefſdoct 
and ambiguous terms, was ſo intended by the ſaid Warren Haſtingsfof u 
and in that light, or to that effect, it was by him repreſented in a letrer 
by him written to Edward Wheler, Eſquire; in which letter he di 
alſo repreſent. the Britiſh interference or participation as an arrange 
ment of affairs which would prove of greater benefit to the Vizier tha 
to the Britiſh Government: but the ſaid Vizier Aſoph ul Dowla 
confidering the ſame as a virtual ſurrender of his whole authority eithe! 
to the ſaid Hyder Beg Than, or to the Britiſh Reſident, or in ſom: 
caſes to both, did for a conſiderable time withhold his aſſent from the 
ſaid agreement, and declined to put his ſeal to the ſame, until the ſai} 
Nathaniel Middleton, the Company's Reſident at his Court, being 
then, as well as the ſaid Nabob Vizier, in the ſame room with, an- 
in the prefence of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, did aſſure the ſaid Nabe 
Vizier, in order to engage him to affix his ſeal to the ſaid treaty, th 
the ſaid. article thereof was never intended to be put into executionf  _ 
but that the ſaid Warren Haſtings was deſirous of having ſomething = N 
 thew to the Eaſt India Company, as a compenſation for the concel ** | 
ſions in the ſaid treaty made to the ſaid Nabob Vizier, or words or em 
Preſſions to that or an equivalent effect; and the ſaid Nabob, unde ure t 
the faith of ſuch the aflurances given by the ſaid Middleton, in the pre entt. 
ſence of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, did then execute the ſaid treaty, bÞ*inc: 
atixing his ſeal thereto : and the ſaid Warren Haſtings having, 1 
order to give colour to the perfidious acts which he then meditated, did 
notwithſtanding the ſaid aſſurance given by his own" Reſident, in f 
on preſence, four days after the execution of the ſaid treaty, that i 
du the twenty=third of September, one thouſand ſeytn hundred a, 
eighty-one, faithlefaly and fraudulentiy write a letter of inſtructions Mad 
that very Nathaniel Middleton Who had given the verbal afſuraii 
Aforeſaid, directing him ſubſtantially to tar y into effect the arg Artie 
15 its utmelt rigour and the largeſt latude of conſtruction, througho. 
5 | eve 


ton; and the ſaid mode of conducting a treaty, and the ſubſequeg 

ating thereon, were full of fraud and duplicity, unworthy, baſe, aud 
treacherous, and. had a, teadency to bring the Briciſh faith and , namg 
Into. difrepute, and to fill the country powers, dependent and inde» 
pendent, with a fixed. diſtruſt of all treaties and engagements enteced 
into with the Britiſh nation: And the ſaid Warren Halles, with an 


R 


om the Court of DireQors, did deſtroy or wilfully conceal and withy 
Pold from the ſaid Court, and. doth fill wilfully conceal and withhold, 
er cauſe to be withheld from the. ſaid Court, the original papers and 
egdocuments, by him referred to in his correſpondence, and on the matter 
f which the ſaid treaty was made, as alſo the original treaty itſelf, cone 
wary to law, and to his duty, Om 
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4A ND whereas the ſaid Warren Haſtings was of opinion, or did pre- 
eff © tend to be of opinion, that the appointment of Britiſh officers to 
x£2mnand. the ſaid Nabob of Oude's troops, was a moſt pernicious tnea- 
ure to the ſervice in general; yet he, the ſaid Warren Haftings, in 
re-ntradiction to his own opinion and judgment, did not only take a 
vrincipal part in the original eſtabliſhment of that arrangement, but 
id propoſe to place ſundry large eſtabliſhments of troops in the Na- 
ob's ſervice, and pay, under Britiſh officers, who were not to be ſub. 
ect to the orders of the ſaid Eaſt India Company, or to the fame mili- 
Pany's troops were ſubject, but were wholly ſeparated from the ſame ; 
ad he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, under colour of recommendation, 
id appoint Major, afterwards Lieutenant Colonel Alexander Hannay, 
the command of the ſaid corps, and did appoint Captain Balfour and 

e Te wage EN 12 n 0 Captald 
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every department of the Vizier's government, charging him with 2 

dreadful reſponſibility, if he neglected to carry the ſame into execution 
according to the ſaid inſtructions, and the powers and authorities or- 
dered to be exerciſed in the ſaid inſtructions, in and by virtue of the 
article of the treaty which the faid Middleton had aſſured the Vizier 

IJuvas not to be carted into execution; and powers were in ſundry in- 

I ſlaoces, in conſequence of, and in obedience to, ſuch order of the ſaid 

Warren Haſtings, effectually exerciſed by the ſaid Nathaniel Middle- 


intent to cover tha true nature of the tranſaQion aforeſaid at Chunar 


Ny juriſdiction, or diſpoſition and diſcipline, to which the ſaid Com- 


TL 66 J 


- Captain T-umdairie to command in the ſaid battalions under the fad 
- Major Hannay; but did, contfary to his duty and his confeience, and 
- his on opinion of What was cofducive to the good of che ſervice, on 
the ſuggeſtion of Major Oſbbrne;'an officer in the ſervies of the Eaſt 
India Gompidy/ propefe,” through the Refident Middleton, to the 
Nabob Vizier, to eſtabliſh in his pay and ſervice a body or battalion of 
: troops, under the command of the officer 'aforeſaid ; but the ſaid Na- 
bob, on the propoſition being made to him, did for ſome time decline 
giving any anſwer, but did at length totally reject the ſaid plan or pro- 
ofa], and the ſaid Major Oſborne did thereon repeat his requeſt to 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, requiring in effect a new and more autho- 


De 


ritative and peremptory requiſition on the ſubject; and the ſaid War- | 


ren Haſtings, againſt the remonſtrances of two of his colleagues, 
ſtating the n e Vizier in forcing the ſaid battalion on the, 
faid Vizier, contrary to his declared pleaſure, did, by his caſting vote], 
carry the ſame; and accordingly a letter was written in the name off 
che Board to the Reſident, to renew the demand in ſuch. a manner a 
to render the ſame effectual; and one to the Vizier, to the ſame or af: 
like effect; and the ſaid Vizier was reluctantly obliged to ſubmit t 
this iniquitous, and uncoloured, and oppreflive demand. 8Þﬀ 
That. the ſaid Warren Haſtings was well informed, that when they-: 
expence of the Company's temporary brigade did, in the year ond 


thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy- nige, encreaſe in the ſum of wh 
eighty thouſand pounds ſterling, above the eſtabliſned eſtimate, ang ſtri 
that the charge of the afpreſaid corps of the Nabob's own troops undeſ any 
_ Britiſh officers, were in that year increaſed in the enormous ſum off unc 


forty thouſand pounds above the eſtimate, the ſaid Warren Haſtingy de 
did wilfully and criminally neglect to make any enquiry how the ing} of 


n 
{ 


creaſe did ariſe, or to purſue any meaſure for the prevention of th opp 


. growth of the ſaid ſhameful expence in future. 5 


Tbat though complaints wefe made to the ſaid Warren Haſting Out 


concerning the conduct of the corps under the ſaid Major Oſborne ta 


te 


which had been raiſed by the influence and under the authority of th eiſe- 
ſaid Warren Haſtings, accuſing. them of committing divers depredaf} A 
tions on the country they were appointed to protect; but the ſaid W peri! 
ren Haſtings did wilfully and corcuptly decline to make any enquiq imm 


into the grounds of the ſaid complaints, or to call the ſaid Mach the 


. 


| Oſborne to account for the ſame, but did endeavour, after the comfſbour 
. plaint Jade of the miſchief done by the former, to appoint anothq; to tt 


- £orps for the ſame 
. Favour of Captain Clarke, 


That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, after the ſeveral corps aforeliiſſthe 


? FE, 4 


had, according to agreement, been diſbanded, and after he had mg 
nan agreement to withdraw. certain large bodies of the Company's 


or the ſame, or a ſimilar ſeryice, and on the ſame footing, bo p1 
| I aid, 


| 


0 co 


Wn th 


gular troops from the pay and the dominjons'of the Vizier, he MPavir 
.Jome time in the year.one.thouſand ſeven hundred and.cighty-four, ion, 


- prder to ęlude the faid agreement, and to re-eſtabliſh. troops of that Wan 


{ripsiop, in breach of his daty, and ig contradigtion of bis own de e 


8 


ral 


peated: declarations - of the miſchiefs incident to troops under Euro- 
pean officers, in the ſervice of the Nabob of Oude, and hotwith- 
Ragding his experience of the ill effects which had actually been pro- 
duced by the original eſtabliſhment of ſuch troops, did cauſe a bat- 
talion of ſoldiers under Britiſh officers, commanded by Captain Polhill, 
to be put upon the eſtabliſhment. of the Vizier, and great diforders 
and mutinies in the ſaid, corps did enſue ; nor was a remedy found 
for the fame, until the ſaid battalion was broke, and entirely di- 
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ARTICLE TEHIRTEENT H. 
AND whereas the ſaid Warren Haſtings was well aware that the 
orders of the Court of Directors of the Eaſt India Company, 
which he was bound ſubſtantially, and with good faith, to obey, did 
ſtrictly forbid that any military officers in their ſervice ſhould hold 
any office or ſhare in the collection of revenue, within the provinces 
under their juriſdiction: and the faid order was wiſely and provi- 
ach dently made, as well for the benefit of the revenue as for preſervation 
ing of diſcipline in the ſaid officers, and for ſecurity of the natives from 


th oppreſhon: | 
And whereas the dominions and territories of the ſaid Nabob of 
ney Oude were under the protection of the Eaſt India Company, and in a 
nch ate of real dependence on the ſaid Company, or of thoſe who exer- 
"thgciſed their authority ; 75 1 
And whereas the ſaid Company had a valuable iatereſt in the proſ- 
perity of the aforeſaid territories, as well as in that of the provinces 
immediately under their juriſdiction, and which intereſt and property 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings was in duty bound to attend to, and was 
bound alſo religiouſly to abſtain from any act which had a tendency 
Ito the prejudice thereof; yet he the ſaid Warren Haſtings, intending 
to procure exceſſive and unlawful profits to Alexander Hannay afore- 
aid, and fur that purpoſe, by ſubtlety, artifice, and fraud, to defeat 
che true intent and meaning of the Company's ſalutary orders, and 
to corrupt the diſcipline of the army in the dominions of their allies 
Ma the firſt inſtance, and ultimately in their own, not content with 
gi ig aforeſaid, againſt his own conſcience, judgment, and opi- 
ion, by his influence and power eſtabliſhed the corps under the ſaid 
at Fangay in the faid Nabab Vizier's ſervice, did alſo ſoon after or about 
Mie time of the ſaid appointment of the faid Hannay, or ſome vther 
'-\ ö | time 


Py b kN ] 
time while the faid Hannay did hold and exerciſe the ſaid military 
<ommand, byithe ſame his oyerbearsng power and influence, 'recoms 
mend him the ſaid Hannay to the general farms, or collection of res 
venue of two great provinees in the dominions of the faid Nabob of 
Vude, called faraltch and Gorucpore, and did procure him to be ap- 
ointed-thereta ;; which laſt- mentioned appointment, according to he 
evil cuſtoms. which prevailed for ſome time in that country, and did te 
ther prevail, did alſo comprehend, or was complicated with, ſeveral co 
Atbitfary, unlawful, ad miſchievous powers and authorities, unfit to re. 


be held or exerciſed by any perſon, much lefs by a Britiſh ſubject and | 
fervant of the ſaid Eaſt-India Company, which did particularly expoſe I the 
military officers commanding therein to the temptation of lucre by pe- ¶ col 
culation, and did expoſe the people who were thus put under a fe- If tha 
reigner, a perſon-evidently protected by 'a power ſtronger than the | dre 
native Government of the country, to oppreſſion, without other con- cor 
troul than what might ariſe from the mere perſonal diſpoſition of the con 
ſaid foreign farmer general and military commander. 
Aud the ſaid enn made an ill uſe of the united egorbi- ¶ ſaid 
tant powers aforeſaid, in the heavy oppreſſion of the inhabitants of the I not. 
faid provinces of Baraitch and Gorucpore; and the ſaid Nabob Vizier, ſenti 
on complaint thereof, having removed the ſaid Hannay from his ſaid 
office of farmer and collector of revenue, was with much reludance, or 
and notwithſtanding many bitter comps of him made, obliged; unde 
through the influence and power of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, again 

to reſtore him the ſaid Hannay to the occupation and authority from 
which; for his ſaid miſeonduct, he had been removed: and the fad War- 
ren Haſtings, inſtead of taking any meafures to cherk or coptrauFin 
Future the exorbitant and abuſed power of the faid Hannay, whom de 
had thus forcibly obtruded a ſecond time into the management of the 
Jail Nabob's revenues, did, on the twenty-ſixth of April, one thous 
land ſeven hundred and eighty; write a letter to the faid Nabob, ex 
preſſing his ſatisfaction at his reſtoration of the ſaid Hannay to thi 
employment to Which he the fard Warren Haſtings had originally te 
commended him, and that he conſidered the ſame as an attention te 
that recommendation; telling the faid Nabob, in an inſolent and over) 
bearing manner, that it was not his intention to force or even to int bad 
fluence his choice (after he had in fact not only influenced but forcecferrif) 
His choice), but that if he did employ the faid Hannay, he the fag 2 
Nabob ſhould convince him the ſaid Hannay, as well as the immediat Nabob 
rulers of the country which he was to ſuperintend, and above all, "thaf! the 
ople about his the faid Nabob's perſon and court, that he placed Menty- 
implicit confidence in his, the faid Hannay's zeal for his ſervice ; will abob 
ſeveral other expreflions and ſuggeſtions in the ſaid lettet contained (Make 
by the ſaid letter, reference thereto being had, will more fully appearſ's th: 
ftrongly difcouraging the complaints of thofe who alone could mad co 
any complaints with effect, be the ſaid Warren Haſtings not havin the 
in any known manner enquired into the truth and Juſtice of forms, th 
complaints, plainly by him implied in the ſaid letter to have been ay crein 
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but, on the contrary, be the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, inthe faid lets 
ter, aecuſe per ſons in the ſaid. Nabob's Court of intereſted views and 
incendiary deſigus, and did attempt, without any reaſon or ground, 
to take away all credit from their future repreſentations, inſtead bF 
making the courſe of complaint eaſy to the unhappy perſons ſubjected 
to ſuch unlimited and arbitraty command, exercifed- by a perſon te- 
commended thereto. by: himſelf, as his general duty, and his particulat 
reſponſibility, in ſuch a caſe bound him to d-o ß 


And whereas the ſaid Warren Haſtings, on or about the time that 
the ſaid Hannay was removed as aforeſaid from his farm, or othet 
collection of revenue in the provinces of Baraitch and Gorucporeg 
that is, on or about the latter end of the year one thouſand: ſeven hun- 
dred and ſeventy- nine, did find the burthen of maintaining the detached 
corps under European officers, of which the ſaid -Hannay's battalions 
compoſed a principal, if not the larger part; and the faid Nabob did 
ſignify, or cauſe to be ſignified, to the ſaid Warren Haſtings, that the 
ſaid detached bodies of troops, under their European officers, brought 

nothing but confuſion into the affairs of his Government, and were 

entirely their own maſters ; praying that he might' be relieved from 

Iche burthen of thoſe, along with that of other troops in the memorial 
or repreſentation mentioned, which the faid Warren Haſtings did 

underſtand and declare to include ſpecially the corps under the ſaid: 

4 Hannay, and thoſe under the ſaid Oſborne, and certain other corps; 

ne the ſaid Warren Haſtings did not only diſregard the ſaid requeſt, 

to which he "ought to have attended, but did declare the fame to be 

Aotally inadmiſſible, though no part of the reaſons or pretences aſſigned 

y the ſaid Warren Haſtings, either then or ſince, for refuſing to free 

ede ſaid Nabob from the burthen of troops in general, namely, the 

A oprehenſion of foreign wars, and the inability of the Company to 

Pear the expence of the corps to be reduced, did at all apply to the 

Forps commanded by the faid Hannay, the ſaid corps having no con- 

e Fern with foreign wars, but being ſolely employed in the collections, 

tend the ſaid corps, when it ſhould be diſcharged from the ſaid Nabob's 

er Hay, not being to return on the Company's eftabliſhment, wich which 
int had no connection: And the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in order to 
cellerrify the ſaid Nabob and his Miniſters, as well as all other perſons, 

Atom all repreſentations on a ſubject ſo immediately affecting the ſaid 

iat abob's Revenues, and the welfare of his ſubjects, did, in his minute 

coc the thirteenth of December, one thouſand ſvg hundred and ſe- 
| a nty- nine, move, That the Reſident at Oude ould inform the faid 

vid abob, that the advice of his Miniſters, who had inſtigated him to 

* ake the ſaid reprefentation, appeared to him inſidious and dangerous, 

ent d that the Council hoped he would diſmiſs them from his ſervice 

d confidence, as unworthy of both; and in a minute of the fifteenth 

iche aid month; he did threaten to bring to puniſhment as incendia- 

- nals, thoſe wha adviſed the ſaid reprefentations and requeſts, and uſed 

ade3<rein other expreſſions, in ſubſtange and terms correſponding with 

matter and expreſſions which he uſed in his letter to the n 

; 2 1 8 | the 


| L 1:9 
the twenty-eighth of April, one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty ; 
when, in conſequence of the menaces of the thirteenth of December, 
one thouſand feven hundred and feventy-nine, or ſome other ſuch 
menaces, the ſaid Nabob was compelled to reſtore the ſaid Hannay to 
the charge of certain provincial collections; and a letter to the Nabob, I © 
_ conformably to the ſaid minutes, was ſoon after written and diſpatched. 
by the ſaid Warren Haſtings ; and the ſaid Warren Haſtings, when be 
kept up the faid Hannay's corps, in defiance of the Prince in whoſe 
immediate ſervice it was pretended to. be, did not make, of cauſe'to be 
made, any enquiry whatſoever, as it was his duty to do, into the con- 
fuſion alledged by the ſaid Nabob Vizier to be brought into his Go- 
vernment by thoſe or other corps of a ſimilar deſcription, or even into 
the fact by the faid Nabob charged, of their being, contrary to their 
occaſional ſubjection, and contrary to all the rules of military diſci- 
pline, their own maſters, although Philip Francis, Eſquire, one of the 
Council, did, in a recorded minute of the fifteenth of December, one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and feventy-nine, declare it notorious that the 
troops aforeſaid had devoured the ſaid Nabob of Oude's revenues and 
his country, under colour of defending it, and that he was con- 
vinced the repreſentation of the Nabob, concerning the confuſion 
brought on his Government, and that the troops aforeſaid being their 
own maſters, was ſtrictly true, or to that effect; and he the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings did thereby, contrary to his duty, his confcience,” 
and his truſt, wilfully connive at, countenance, and encourage the 
faid confuſions, and the ſaid deſtruction of military obedience, and 
thereby, and by other his acts before recited, did, with wicked and en 
corrupt views, leave the ſaid countries of Baraitch and Gorucpore 
expoſed to all the united miſchiefs of a rapacious and oppreſſive e- 
venue exaction, and a violent, diſorderly, and licentious military ty" 
ranny, both being exerciſed by or under the authority of the ſaid! 
Hannay ; and in conſequence thereof, the ſaid countries of Baraitek 
and Gorucpore were, in a moſt cruel, outrageous, and ſavage mans 
ner, by the ſaid Hannay, ſupported and countenanced as aforeſaid, 
and by thoſe acting under his the faid Hannay's authority, 'deſpoiled, 

waſted, and depopulatee. „ DONT 0 Os 
That whereas, by reaſon of the miſgovernment and opy n ex · 
erciſed in the collection of the land revenue in the provinces "of 
Oude, the Zemindars have been obliged to defend themſelves again 
the collectors in fortified places; and the collectors aforeſaid, in order" 
to enforce the collection of the revenue, together with their unjußß 
exactions, do often violently ſeize upon the innocent brother, © fon; 
or ſome near relation or dependant of the different Temindars 
landholders, and impriſon them as hoſtages in places of ſecurity, ins 
a large diſtrict, ſometimes to the number of ſeveral hundreds, wheres 
by, and by other evil and oppreſſive practices, the inhabitants ate , 
ten driven to rebel; and he the aforeſaid Hannay, carrying ' on the 
collection of the revenue in the aforeſaid oppreflive' manner, a 
taking the aforeſaid' cruel and unjuſt method of cxaRing the ſamey0it 4 
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retain in captivity, and impriſon, in one fort only, namely, that of 
Gorucpore, one hundred and fifteen of ſuch. hoſtages) as aforeſaid, - 
inhabitants of a diſtrict called Sarwar, or did retain in captiyityyn 
or impriſon, upon ſome other pretence, or upon his mere arbitrary; 
pleaſure, the number of one hundred and fifteen perſons, inhabitants 
of the ſaid diſtrict,” and great diſcontents did therefrom ariſe; and on 
the fifteenth. of the month of Rammazan (anſwering to the fifth of 
September, in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-one) 
all the Zemindars, great and ſmall, and all the inhabitants of Goruc- 
pore, to the number of many thouſands, and ſeveral others from the 
adjacent · diſtricts, being provoked at the cruel and unjuſt captivity of 
the ſaid hoſtages, or other inhabitants, did raiſe a general inſurrection, 
and did attack the fort of Gorucpore, in which a native ſubaltern 
officer, under the ſaid Hannay, called Allahd Sing, did command, 
in order to releaſe the inhabitants impriſoned therein; and on pre- 
tence that during the ſaid attack a ſoldier had cried out that the 
oſtages or inhabitants aforeſaid had began an attack upon him the 
ſaid officer, although the ſaid captives were unarmed, did give inſtant 
orders to put them all to the (word, ee and barbarous or- 
Jer the ſaid ſoldier did ſet himſelf ta obey, and did actually ſtrike 
ff the heads of eighteen of the ſaid captive inhabitants, and throw 
hem over the walls of the fort, having alſo wounded ſeveral others; 
ind, a few days after a victory had been obtained over the people 
aking the inſurrection as aforeſaid, the ſaid Hannay, inſtead of 
ny enquiry, into the neceſſity of the barbarous act aforeſaid, com- 
itted by an officer under his command, or endeavouring by lenient 
eaſures to reconcile the perſons whoſe friends had been thus ſlaughtered, . 
Fe did in cold blood ſend a written order to Munnawar Khan, ano- 
id her officer, or other perſon under him, giving directions concern- 
ch Ing a certain perſon, of great rank, eminence, and conſideration in 
n= Ide country, called the Rajah Muſtapha Khan, purporting, that if 
ad, he ſaid Rajah Muſtapha Khan had been put to death, it was well 
zd, not. to ſtrike off his head, or words or directions to that effect. 
nd the ſaid Munnawar Khan, ſhocked at the faid inhuman and 
icked order, did decline obedience thereto, and did ſhew the ſame 
0 the very officer who before had committed the terrible laughter 
freſaid ; yet the ſaid. officer, who appears to have been of a ſavage 
nd bloody diſpoſition, did however recoil from the execution of the 


ex- 
of 


of 
der" : of 
zul id order, and declared that he would write to the Colonel, mean- 
on ins the (aid Hannay, on the ſubject, as the order was not expreſsly | 
; of ected to him, or uſed expreiſions to. that. effect, And the ſaid 


inder did remain without execution till the arrival of Captain, David 
„uliams at: Gotucpore, when the ſaid David Williams, or ſome 
oder Engliſh: officer, did, in execution of the ſaid, blogdy and arbi- 
tber order, without any form. of, proceſs, and in cold. blood, direct, 
an cause ta he put to death the ſaid Rajah Muſtapha Khan, and 
ed nterlamatian te be made through the town of Gorucpore, 
(thoſe who had been 8 lame offences ſhould be liable 
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to the ſame puniſhment, or to that effect. And the ſaid eruel and 
atrocious murder, perpetrated on a perſon of high rank, did exceed- 
ingly exaſperate all perſons of all ranks in the faid country, and did 
tend to inflame the tumults and diſorders which then began to pre- 
vail in the ſaid province, and to extend the ſame to all parts thereof, 
And in conſequence of the ſaid tumults, and the diſcontents which 
ſpread alſo amongſt his own (the faid Hannay's) troops, three batta- 
lions, or a great part thereof, did mutiny and deſert, and he was in 
a ſhameful manner obliged to abandon the country; which was foon 
after recovered by Major Naylor with one battalion only, But the 
ſaid Warten Haſtings, although accounts of the proceedings 'afore- 
ſaid were brought to his knowledge, did not cauſe any enquiry 
whatſoever to be made into the conduct of the ſaid Hannay, as it was 
His duty to do, relative to any one of the particulars above recited, 
or to the complaints which were made by the mother and grand- 
mother of the ſaid Nabob of Oude, concerning the miſbehaviour of 
the ſaid Hannay, and of Captain Gordon, an officer acting under 

him, in the diſtricts of Baraitch and Gorucpore, but did afterwards, 
and after all the calamities aforeſaid: had befallen the country, and}. 
the battalions under the command of the faid Hannay ; and although 
by the ſaid treaty of Chunar the ſaid battalions under the ſaid Hannay 

+ Had been agreed to be reformed and ſuppreſſed; and that although 
he the ſaid Warren Haſtings was in his own conſcience perſuaded, 
and did inform the Court of Directors, that in the removal of the 
Company's ſervants, civil and military, he was actuated by motive 
of juſtice to the ſaid Vizier, and a regard to the honour of the na- 
tional character; and although he alſo knew and declared, that the 
remote ſtations of thoſe troops, placing the commanding officers an 
the troops in Oude beyond the notice and. controul of the Board 
(meaning the Council General), afforded too much opportunity an 

| _rempration for unwarrantable emolument, and had excited the co 
tagion of peculation and rapacity throughout the whole army, he tha: 
faid Warren Haſtings did ſo far abet, countenance and encourage tht 
ſaid Hannay, that though he himſelf knew, and it was penerall 
known, that the ſaid Hannay had again the preſumption to apply 
the ſaid Vizier for the farm of Baraitch and Gorucpore, he did nol 
in any way diſcourage ſuch application; whereby, and from his ge 
neral known ſupport and countenance to the ſaid Hannay, a reps 
did prevail, and did gain entire credit in the ſaid Vizier's Court (thi 
faid V izier having at that time a public miniſter at Calcutta, who hat 
very conſtant intercourſe with the ſaid Warren Haſtings, and wi 
likely to obta#n the beſt intelligence of bis defigns), that the (al 
Warren Haſtings was again preparing to ſend the ſaid Hinnay W 
Oude, in order to obtain again either the farm aforeſaid, or the fal 
of the diſtricts then rented by Almas Ali Khan, and Khojah Arin 
Dien Khan, or of ſome other great diſtricts in the ſaid Vizier's d 
minions. The ſaid Vizier was fo alarmed by the ſaid prevailing ! 
port and opinion, or by intelligence received by him from his min 


* 
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at Calcutta to that effect, that he wrote a letter to the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, acquainting him of the information he had received, name- 
ly, that the ſaid Hannay would deſire his the ſaid Warren Haſtings's 
permiſſion to be employed in that quarter, meaning his the ſaid Vi- 


zier's dominions; and he the ſaid Vizier was ſo violently agitated, 


and ftruck with ſuch extreme horror, with the apprehenſion of the 
return of the faid Hannay into his dominions, that in his ſaid letter 
he ſwore, according to his religion, by the Holy Prophet, if by any 
means any matter dependant on him ſhould be entruſted to the Co- 
lonel (meaning the ſaid Hannay) he would not remain in his domi- 
pions, but would go to him the ſaid Warren Haſtings, or to that 
effect; and the ſaid letter was duly received by the ſaid Warren Haſ- 
tings; and though the ſaid Vizier did in the ſaid letter, under the 
alarm aforeſaid, earneſtly entreat the ſaid Warren Haſtings, that no 
matter dependant on him ſhould be entruted to the Colonel (mean- 
ing the ſaid Lieutenant Colonel Hannay); and though he did like- 
wiſe requeſt, that the ſaid Warren Haſtings would oblige him with 
a ſpeedy. anſwer, which might ſet his mind at eaſe; and although 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings was bound, by common decency and 
common humanity, immediately to give ſatisfaction to the ſaid Vizier 
(the firſt ally in rank and importance of the Eaſt India Company, 
and one entitled to every mark of reſpe& and protection), and was 
alſo bound to quiet the mind of the ſaid Vizier, ſo agitated, as he 
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mity, as well as to clear his own character from the imputation of 
having formed againſt the ſaid Vizier fo hoſtile and alarming a de- 
lien as had been attributed to him; and though the letter aforeſaid 


cy 
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September, one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-two, he the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings did not return any anſwer whatever thereto until the 
thirtieth of December following, which was after the ſaid Hannay 
hy bad died; at which time, and not before, he wrote a letter to the ſaid 
Ml Yizier, of which an abſtract only is on the Company's records, de- 
jg ©/aring therein, that no intention was ever formed of employing Co- 
lonel Hannay at Lucknow; thereby leaving juſt ground to the ſaid 
Visier, and to all other perſons, to be aſſured that the death of the 
ſaid Hannay alone prevented his being employed in the manner which 
the ſaid Vizier ſo juſtly dreaded; In all which acts done by the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, contrary to his duty, and in all the aforeſaid neg- 
les of duty, the ſaid Warten Haſtings was and has been the cauſe 


and did diſhonour, and bath diſhonoured, the name and character, of 
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ſaw. by the ſaid letter it was, through the dread of ſo great a cala- 


was by him the ſaid Warren Haſtings received on the fifteenth of 


of great damage to the country of Oude, of a high breach of his truſt, 
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 faid Werren Haſtings wholly ſuppreifed, as well as his anſwer to thi 


duty of the faid Warren Haſtings to produce to the Council Genen 
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| . 2 HAT the Nabob Vizier having reaſon to entertain apprehenſicn i tk 
1 relative to the ſecurity of his own perſon, and the ſtability of his th 
own ſituation, from the malice and corruption of the ſaid Warren th 
"Haſtings, notwithſtanding the large bribe by him given as aforeſaid to << 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings at Chunar, the ſaid Warren Haſtings having ot 
in ſundry inſtances treated him ſince that time with great inhumanitſ b“ 
perfidy, and rigour; and the faid Nabob Vizier having further caule th 
"of apprehenſion, becauſe Lieutenant Colonel Hannay, a perſon prb- Je 
tected by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, though in the ſervice of the fajd 
Nabob Vizier, and receiving his pay, and loaded with his benefits, © 
did write a letter to excite dangerous ſuſpicions of him the ſaid Nabob 
'Vizier; which proceeding was not diſcountenanced by the ſaid Re. 
ſident Middleton, who tranſmitted the ſame to the ſaid Warren Hat- 
tings, and which he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did receive without ma- 
nifeſting any diſpleaſure towards the writer thereof; and the ſaid Nabob 
_Vizier having further reaſon for alarm, becauſe fir Elijah Impey, his 
"Majeſty's Chief Juſtice, and acting as Amanuenſis and Private Secre- 
tary to the ſaid Warren Haſtings, had been, by the direction of the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings, employed ſince the treaty aforeſaid in taking 
affidavits tending to criminate the mother of the ſaid Nabob Viziet, 
and his neareſt kindred ; and he the ſaid Chief Juſtice did exerciſe that 
odious and treacherous office, in violation of the laws of hoſpitality, 
whilft he was the gueſt of the ſaid Nabob Vizier at his Court, and: 
TTeceiving at leaſt honorary preſents, and pledges of amity from him; 
the ſaid Nabob Vizier, from all the aforeſaid circumſtances, and others, 
became affected with great terror, and did fall into a profound melan- 
choly, and in that ſtate of mind, in order to avert the evil defigns off 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, did offer him, through the ſaid Refidenty plez 
Nathaniel Middleton, a further and ſecond bribe of one hundred thou ee. 
ſand pounds, or ſome other great ſum of money, and did give afligny” * 
ments on the landed reyenue, or ſome other ſecurity, for the payment 
of the ſame, which aſſignments or ſome other ſecurity was accepted by 
the ſaid Nathaniel Middleton; but a letter which was written by the 
faid Mi3dleton to the ſaid Warren Haſtings, relative to the ſaid bribe, leag 
or uniawful preſent, offered in or about the month of January or Fe pact 
bruary one thoufand ſeven hundied and eighty-two, requeſting his ae that 
ceptance of the ſaid unlawful gift or preſent, has been, againſt lay that 
and his'duty, 'and for baſe, clandeſtine, and corrupt purpoſes, by tht for 


ſame, if any anſwer was by him given thereto, although it was th 


at Fort Willlam the letter aforeſazig; and he was bound to gi 
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ſpeedy anſwer, containing a direct refuſal to the ſame, and to repri- 
mand and bring to condign puniſhment the ſaid Middleton, for ac- 
cepting the diſcreditable and infamous office of agent in the offer of a 
bribe }tothis” principal, the Governor: General, by which neglect of 


cenſure and diſcountenance, the ſaid Middleton, and others in ſubor- 


dinate ſituations, might be taught to conſider the receipt of bribes to 
f themſelves, as a matter which might bring no danger or'difcredit to 
chem. — And it does not appear, that any the leaſt notice was taken of 
| the ſaid\ corrupt tranſaction, neither was any document whatever con- 
if cerning the ſaid offer through the ſaid Middleton, nor concerning any 
other unlawful gift or preſent offered or taken from Oude, directly 
produced to the Council General, by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, until 
rl the month of June, one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-three, one 


ear and four months after the offer of the ſaid preſent, and the taking 
a alignments on the revenues or other effects for the ſame; at which 
Lf me, on certain articles of accuſation made by the order of the ſaid 


Warren Haſtings, againſt Richard Johnſon, Eſquire, it did appear, 
that on the twenty-third of May, one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
©. eighty-two, he the ſaid Warren Haſtings had given ſecret inſtructions 
2 to his agents, Palmer and Davy, to perſuade the ſaid Nabod Vizier to 


apply the ſaid preſent to the uſe of the Company (which inſtructions 
11 he did not produce till the twentieth day of October, one thouſand ſe- 


even hundred and eighty three), and he did accuſe the ſaid Johnſon of 


del being a cauſe of preventing the ſaid preſent from being applied to the 
eule of the ſaid Eaſt India Company, to whole ſervice the ſaid Warren 


el, Haſtings did aſſert he had given private inſtructions to his ſecret agents, 


Vi Palmer and Davy, that the Nabob Vizier ſhould be requeſted to per- 


ty, mit the ſame to be applied; and the ſaid Johnſon did admit the fact, 


nd and did aſſert, in juſtification of his act, that he had obſtructed (mean- 


Jing that he had for the time defeated) the whole and every part of the 
ſaid deſign, and that no aſſignments or other valuable effects had been 


nade over to the Company for the ſaid preſent, or uſed expreſſions or 
of declarations in that ſenſe, or to that purpoſe ; notwithſtanding which 


plea and admiſſion of the ſaid Johnſon, that the whole deſign,” and 
every part thereof, was by him defeated, the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, 


thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-three) directly aſſert, that he was 


that bills had-been given to the amount of the intended preſent, and 
chat the ſaid Hyder Beg Khan and the ſaid Johnſon ought to account 


lained the ſole object he had in view in his ſaid accuſation, which was 
to draw from the ſaid Johnſon an acknowledgment that no charge 


EF 


in a written minute of conſultation (dated twenty-firſt of October, one 


morally certain, that either aſſignments on the revenue of the Nabob 
Jof Oude, or bills, had been given for the ſaid preſent; and his col- 
league in office, a member of the Supreme Council, Mr. John Mac- 
A perſon, did poſitively aſſert alſo on record, that he always underſtood, 


tor and explain the ſame; yet the ſaid. Warren Haſtings having ob- 


ad been brought on the ſaid Nabob Vizier by this pteſent, and in- 
Wading fraudulently to ſuppreſs every thing which might throw light 
_— - 3 FBV . on 
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| Ea 
on that baſe and criminal tranſaction, never did call on the ſaid Joa. 
ſon to account for the ſaid bills, aſſignments, or other effects, which 
be did ſo as before declare himſelf morally certain to have been given 
and appropriated, and which his colleague, the ſaid Macpherſon,. by 
his minute recorded in the books of the Council, did aſſert as afores! 
ſaid the ſaid Johnſon ought to account for; nor did he, the ſaid Waty 
ren Haſtings, produce the letter, whether from his ſecret agent Pals 
mer, or from his inftrument Hyder Beg Khan, to his other. ſecret agent 
Major Davy, on which he grounded his accuſation. againſt the ſaid Rp 
.chard Johnſon relative to the ſaid preſent ; nor did he write to the ſaid 
Palmer for any explanation of the ſubject, nor to the ſaid Hyder Beg 
Khan, nor to the ſaid Reſident Briſtow, then in Oude, nor to any, 
Other perſon who might have given or procured due and proper infor; 
mation relative thereto; but he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did ſuddenly 
put an end to the enquiry, by declaring that he was glad that the ins 
tended preſent never had been applied to the Company's uſe, and that 
it would be of no ſervice to the Company, but would add greatly te 
the diſtreſſes of the ſaid Nabob Vizier, though the ſaid Warren Hat: 
tings himſelf had ſo recently, in a regular and formal charge, accuſed 
the faid Johnſon of preventing it from being applied in that manner 
and for that purpoſe; and he did not only thus put a ſtop to the en 
gquiry inſtituted by himſelf, but, almoſt immediately after his acculation 
of the ſaid Johnſon on that and ſundry other heads of charge, and ol 
certain of which he did, declare him in his opinion, guilty, he did pro: 
mote the ſaid Johnſon to an employment of great honour, emolument 
and truſt, namely, that of an important embaſly to a foreign Court; 
and the ſaid Warren Haſtings did carefully avoid. examining. at Cal 
cutta the ſaid Nathaniel Middleton (through whom, and not through 
the ſaid Johnſon, the offer of the ſaid preſent was made) for any a 
count or l of the ſame, though at the time of the enq ui 
concerning the ſaid prefent he the ſaid Middleton was actually in Cal 
cutta, and his own conduct was at that very time a ſubject of enquiry 
upon accuſations preferred againſt him by the ſaid ha Haſtingg 
himſelf, on ſundry miſdemeanors charged by him to be committed MI 
the ſaid Middleton, in the capacity in which he was when the preſenl 
or bribe aforeſaid was offered through him; and though the ſaid Mid 
dleton could have wholly contradicted the ſaid Johnſon's plea ang-3 
ſertjon at Calcutta, and have proved that aſſignments had actually beg 
given for the preſent through him offered, and that collections wen 
made by him thereon, but the ſaid aſſignments do not appear on all 
record, correſpondence, minute, or other evidence, or written docu 
ment, nor doth it appear that any money received thereon hath beg 
brought to the Company's account, or to that of the Nabob Vize 
ſo that the ſaid aſſignments made muſt have been made for ſome, ſec 
criminal purpoſe, and what money was received thereon muſt have bed 
ſo applied. And whereas a letter from the ſaid Nabob Vizier was «ll 
ceived by the ſaid Warren Haſtings (dated in the month of Shahgil 
anſwering to the month of July or Auguſt 1782) acquainting 
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ſaid Warten Flaſtings that though he the faid Nabob had 'pofitively 
refuſed to comply with a large loan demanded of him by the Ma- 
jors Palmer and Davy, the private agents of him the ſaid Warren 
aſtings, he had actually agreed to the payment of a preſent of ten 
acks of rupees, being upwards of one hundred thouſand pounds, for 
he uſes by them demanded ; and it doth not appear in the correfpon- 
lence between the ſaid Vizier and the faid Warren Haſtings that the 
defign was defeated, as the ſaid Warren Haſtings hath aſſerted and 
"charged, and as the faid Johnſon hath admitted that it was in the 
hole, and conſequently in all the parts, by him the faid Johnſon. 
defeated ; nor doth it appear that the ſaid Warren Haſtings did write 
My anſwer to the ſaid letter, in which the Nabob Vizier did inform 
im of his having conſented to the payment aforeſaid, on conditions 
Uperein referred to; nor did he produce the ſaid letter, in oppoſition 
o the declarations of the faid Johnſon ; nor did he enter on record 
Mine paper ef conditions referred to in the ſaid letter, as by Act of Par- 
B:ament and by his duty he was bound to do; and from the evidence, 
hich he hath porpoſely left in a ſtate of contradiction and obſcurity, 
feinen he had it in his power to eſtabliſn the truth or falſehood of the 
nelgaid evidence, and to clear up the whole tranſaction, it doth no way 
NEppear whether the ſaid ten lacks of rupees, mentioned by the ſaid 
ION bob Vizier, was the ſame identical ſum with that cffered to Mid- 
Meton, or was not rather ſome other preſent to the ſame amount; nor 
roBrhether any payment was or was not made thereon, the whole being 
MEurpoſely involved by the ſaid Warren Haſtings in myſtery and obſcu- - 
It ity as aforeſaid ; and it doth not appear that the parties concerned in 
2AFheſe tranſactions were acquainted with or conſulted on the proceedings 
gu others acting in the ſame ; but it doth appear, and it is hereby 
aCFharged, that the full correfpondence of any of the ſaid agents with 
Wim the ſaid Warren Haſtings hath not been produced; but that the 
Aid Warren Haſtings did, and doth, wilfully and criminally withhold 
1ryShe ſame. - And whereas a Governor General entruſted with the care 
wWePf the Company's revenues, is bound in duty to take care that all 
Pings relating thereto, or whatever may affect the ſame, mediately or 
ſen mediately, ſhould be clear, open, and diſtin: And whereas it is 
Hias the duty of the Governor General, that in a ſervice like that of 
Lade Company's ſervice in India, more liable than any other to the 
*Xiſpicion of bribery and extortion, all parts of the Government ſhould 
Wenge preſerved, as much as in ſuch Governor General lies, altogether 
AAlear from thoſe foul imputations, eſpecially in him, the head and chief 
oCUllf the ſaid ſervice, and-who is in a particular manner the guardian of 
vec honour thereof, and of this kingdom in India, and is bound to 
candid, fair, and ingenuous proceedings in all things, but more 
ee pecially in tranſactions tending to corruption, he the ſaid Warren 
Waltings, in contradiction to his duty, in the tranſactions aforeſaid, 
s Mocerning a bribe or bribes offered to him by the ſaid Nabob of 
au) ude, by his prevarication, fraud, and deceit, and by ſuppreſſion. ot 
8 0 dence, and by purpoſely avoiding the natural and orderly courſe of 
—_ | So enquiry, 
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enquiry, dictated by the circumſtances of the buſineſs "before him, and I. 


by other dark, intricate, and eolluſive practices, was and is guilty of i '* 

an high offence in the ſaid acts, and in the ſaid neglects of duty, tend- 1 
ing in their inevitable confequences to perplex and miſlead the Court 

Of Directors, and to leave in the minds of men a ſtrong perſualion of 5 
unfair and corrupt practice relative to the object of the ſaid frauds and 


devices, to the diſhonour of the high truſt and office held by the faid 
Warren Haſtings, and to the evil example of the whole of the Com. 4 
pany's ſervants, by teaching them to veil their acts in all ſort of dis. 
guiſe, myſtery, and fraud. 2 einen 
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ARTICLE FIFTEENTH. | 


THAT notwithſtanding the means pretended to be taken at the ye, 
treaty of Chunar for the relief of the Vizier Nabob of Oude, the nir 
ſaid Warren Haſtings well knew that the diſtreſſes of the ſaid VizierBfey, 
did continue, and that im order to ſatisfy the enormous and rapacious eig 
demands made by the ſaid Warren Haſtings upon him, he had been the 
compelled to lend his name, and the appearance of his authority, to hat 
rob his mother and his grandmother of their treaſures, and to confiſcate, 
under the ſame compulſion, the eſtates of his relations and friends, 
and dependants of his family; and the ſaid Warren Haſtings alſo well 
knew that the ſaid Nabob, in his court, in his houſehold, in his troops, 
and in the whole ſtate of his country, did feel great and grievou pre. 
_ diſtreſs ; yet he the ſaid Warren Haſtings, conceiving a falſe and in- 
Jurious opinion of the character of the Eaſt India el ole 
the honour, . juſtice, and policy of this kingdom, and deluſively ima- 
gining that it would be received as a cover for all his acts of diſobę- 
dience to the laws of his country, and of all his peculation, rapacity, 
cruelty, and oppreſſion, for which he did then apprehend he ſhould be 
called to an account, and that it would be taken as a meritorious 
atonement for the ſame, if he could make it appear that he had; 
exacted greater ſums from the ruined and undone country of 'Qude 
than others, more juſt, moderate, and provident, could have exaQed 
from the ſame ; and at the ſame time with a view to leave the ſaid 
country in a ſtate of the utmoſt confuſion and diſtreſs, from whence It 
hoped to anſwer ſome of his evil purpoſes, he did, without any communi» 
cation with his Council, or entering any minute on the books theres 
cauſe the accountant, or deputy accountant at Calcutta, to rake ing 
all the accounts for ſeveral years backwards, and from thence, ane of 
REL | pretene 
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bpretence of forgotten articles, to produce two demands, amounting to 
© four hundred thouſand pounds ſterling, or ſome other great ſum of 
money, and he did urgently demand payment of the ſame from the 
ſaid Nabob, and though he well knew that the ſaid Nabob's current 
| 1<ſources could not produce ſuch a ſum, or any ſum above the current 
demand, and that it could only be borrowed at an enormous uſury,' . 
nd by anticipation of his revenues, and that this muſt Srodure för the 
preſent an increaſe of his debt, and at ſome future time a failure or 
| deficiency even in a reduced current demand; yet for the fraudulent 
" Þ purpoſes aforeſaid he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did perſevere in de- 
manding the payment of the ſame ; and the fame, or a great part 
thereof, was borrowed by the ſaid Nabob at an intereſt of twenty 
pounds per centum per annum, or ſome other high and deftrutive' 
intereſt, and the ſaid confiſcated eſtates were mortgaged for the ſame, 
Iby which it was put outof the power of the ſaid Vizier to reſtore the 
I ſaid confiſcated eſtates, until the money borrowed on them was paid, 
if he had been permitted fo to do by the ſaid Warren Haſtings ; and 
the deficiency to be apprehended by the ſaid violent and oppreflive 
demand was actually produced, and the ſaid Vizier's debt, which had 
A been kept in a growing ſtate by enforcing unjuſt demands upon him, 
Land which ought to have been diſcharged with a conſiderable remainder, 
by the violent meaſures employed for that purpoſe, did in the enſuing 
he year, namely, in the Fuſulli year one thouſand one hundred and eighty- 
be nine, correſponding to part of the years of our Lord one thouſand 
ler Fſeven hundred and eighty-one and one thouſand ſeven hundred and - 
mw geighty-two, amount to a very great ſum of money, in conſequence of 
en the ſaid unexpected demand, which, if juſt and founded, ought to 
have been produced at its due and proper ſeaſon, and not brought for- 
ward (as it was) to add to the confuſion, perplexity, and diſtrels of the 
country and government of Oude, when the ſaid country was leaſt able 
to bear it, and for which it was obliged to provide by an anticipation. 
Fo the amount of five hundred thooſand pounds ſterling, or ſome other 


oungreat ſum of money; and the anticipation aforeſaid prefling hard on 
* he Revenue, and producing other anticipations, freſh neceſſi, ies of. 
0 | | 


Porrowing at an enormous intereſt were induced, till at length, that 
in the years one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-five and one 
boufunc ſeven hundred and eighty-ſix, a deficiency and debt did bap- 
en, even after the current demand was reduced nearly to one half of 
ve Vs uſual amount; and the faid Warren Haſtings, not content with 
OUBhe great and ſuſpicious demands aforeſaid, further to encreaſe the 
lforder and diſtreſs of the ſaid Nabob's affairs, did, as before, without 
my conſultation with his Council, in the months of May or June in 
te ſaid year one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-two, illegally ſend 
Fdepute to Eucknow, to the Court of the faid Vizier, his two ſecret. 
aſtruments, Major Palmer and Major Davy, to demand that the ſaid 
zier mould lend to the Eaſt India Company a ſum of ſix hundred 
louſand' pounds ſterling, of ſome other great ſum of money, and alſo 
lt the ſaid Vizier ſhould take four battalions of the Company's 
EEE J 
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troops into his pay for the collection of his revenue, notwithſtanding Ill ce 
all the miſchiefs which had been experienced from that ſpecies of hi 
eſtabliſhment ; all which extraordinary claims, together with the ad- th 
mitted claims of the Company for that year, would have amounted 80 


nearly to double che then clear annual revenue of all the documents fie 


of the ſaid Nabob; but the ſaid Nabob did poutively deny his conſent Fin! 


to. cither of the ſaid demands, notwithſtanding the violent menaces pit 


employed by the ſaid clandeſtine agents, or one ot them, to induce him ¶ po 
the ſaid Nabob to a compliance therewith, he the (aid Nabob pleading, Wpre 
with great appearance of truth, the utter impoſſibility of advancing the UN: 
ſaid ſum. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings failing in this attempt, did me 


afterwards, falſely, and evafively, deny, or endeavour to explain away Ito 
bis ſhare in the ſaid proceedings; declaring, that it was from the IW 
Miniſters Hyder Beg Khan and Almas Ali Khan, and not the ſaid Ima 


Nabob, that he propoſed to borrow the ſum aforeſaid; and did diſ- Neſte 
claim, in a prevaricating manner, his having demanded that the ſaid I ſaic 


four new battalions ſhould be ſo taken as aforeſaid into the pay of the tha 
ſaid Nabob, though he never called his ſaid ſecret agents to account 0. 
for what they had ſo done, nor ſhewed them any diſcountenance what» Iren 
ſoever, at the ſame time that he did, in an ambiguous manner, ſeem Iwa 
to throw on them the whole blame of this moſt ſcandalous and perfi- Hopi 


dious attempt. 4 355 als hn  - xi $4. the 
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THAT the ſaid Warren Haſtings, contriving by means of violence 
and corruption to bring the natives of India ſubject to the power 
and influence of the Eaſt India Company into an entire dependen&@ 
upon him for their lives and fortunes, in order to draw to himſelf un- 
lawful and exorbitant adyantages from that dependence, did put pete 
ions reputed opulent firſt into terror as criminals, without due proof of 
their offences, and afterwards did reccive them into favour and troll | 
without due proof of their: innocence, as the one or the other did belt 
ſuit his eyil purpoles.z. and in particular, the ſaid Warren Haſtings,/at 
ſome time in the year of our Lord one thouſand ſeven hundred: and 
eigaty-two, did receive, or pretend to receive, ſome information cofis 
cf ung miſdemeanors imputed to. a certain wealthy andipowerful at 
tixe of. India, called Almas Ali Khan, farmer of à confiderable pa 
gl, che revenues! of che ſaid Vigier the: Nabob of Oude; and alſ cons 
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cerning a deſign which the ſaid Almas had entertained of withdrawing 


himſelf with his treaſures, repreſented by the ſaid Warren Haſtings as 
the fruits of embezzlement and oppreſſion, out of the dominions of his 
Sovereign; and in fact the aforeſaid Almas Ali, being under apprehen- 


ſions of a deſign againſt his life, had taken ſteps which indicated an 


intention ſo to withdraw himſelf, but was induced to return to the ca- 
pital and Court of the ſaid Nabob Vizier, under a direct, clear, and 
poſitive written engagement for the ſecurity of his life. And on a re- 
preſentation cauſed by the ſaid Warren Haſtings to be made to the ſaid 
Nabob, upon the ſuppoſed defeQion, treachery, 2nd other miſde- 
meanors, of the faid Almas Ali Khan, the ſaid Nabob Vizier did write 
to his Vakeel, or Minifter at Calcutta, for the information of the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, repreſenting that the charges made on the ſaid Al- 
mas, as aforeſaid, were by him the ſaid Vizier underſtood to be the 
effect of malice, and the acts of ill deſigning perſons, and that he the 
ſaid Vizier did conceive him to be perfectly innocent of the ſame, or to 
that effect. And this declaration of the ſaid Nabob, the maſter and 
Sovereign of the ſaid Almas, was duly communicated to the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings ; nevertheleſs, a very few days after the account aforeſaid: 
was received by him the ſaid Warren Haſtings, of the ſaid Vizier's 
opinion of the innocence of the ſaid Almas, his ſubject and ſervant, he 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings did in a ſpecial inſtruction to the aforefaid® 


Lohn Briſtow, dated October the twenty-third, one thouſand ſeven 
hundred and eighty-two, give orders concerning his the ſaid Briſtow's 


» conduct to the ſaid Almas Ali Khan, full of duplicity, fraud, and 
-\ treachery, both to the perſon who received the ſaid inſtruction, and 


Aalco to the perſon whom the laid inſtruction did regatd. And he the 
aid Warren Haſtings did firſt, under a falie colour of good faith, ob- 


On. 


ing 


na- 
art 


Jerve, that if any engagement did ſubſiſt (he the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
Et theſametime well knowing that ſuch engagement did actually ſubſiſt) 
between the ſaid Almas and the ſaid Nabob Vizier, it ſhould be faith- 


fully obſerved; but at the ſame time directing the ſaid Briſtow in a 
oft unwarrantable manner, as follows, to wit: * But if he (meaning 


the aforeſaid Almas) has been guilty of any criminal offence to the Na- 


dob (meaning the faid Nabob Vizier) his maſter, for which no immu- 
lity. is provided in the engagement, or he ſhall break any one of the 
onditions of it, I do * i 

al care to endeavour, either by force or ſurprize, to ſecure his per- 
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rictly enjoin you, and it muſt be your pe 


on, and bring him to juſtice; by bringing him to juſtice, I mean that 
Dou urge the Nabob, on due conviction, to puniſh him with death, as 
Ge example to deter others from the commiſſion of the like 
rimes; nor muſt you deſiſt till this is effected. I cannot preſcribe the 
eans; but to guard myſelf againſt the obloquy to which I may be ex- 
pled, by a forced miſconſtruction of this order, by thoſe who may 
one ereafter be employed in ſearching our records for cavils and informa- 
ons againſt me, I think it 3 to forbid and proteſt againſt the 
ce of treachery to accompliſh the end 

ich 1 have preſeribed; 9 alone are privy to the order, = 6 

2 w 


FOO | 
will of. courſe obſerve the greateſt ſecrecy that it may not tranſpire; W be 
but I repeat my cee of it as one of the firſt and moſt ef, q 

ſential duties of your office.“ That the ſaid Warren Haſtings! has ot 

highly diſhonoured the Britiſh integrity, ſimplicity, and juſtice, by FF tt 
the wicked, ſcandalous, and perfidious evaſions and diſtinctions in the to 
aforeſaid inſtruction contained; for he well knew that the aforeſaid I fe: 

prince, the Nabob Vizier, who was by the faid inſtruction to be m 

urged to put the ſaid Almas to death, had but a few days before des gi 

clared him innocent, and had, by a ſolemn engagement, not only I th 
given him an indemnity for ſpecial offences particulariſed in his pars th 
don, as the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, without any grounds, ſuggeſt the 
and ſuppoſe, but had pledged the public faith for the abſolute ſecurity let 
of his life: and even on a ſuppoſition that the ſaid act of indemnity had I ſol 
only ſpecified particular offences, it was an inhuman and molt tres. I ag 


— 


cherous mode of proceeding, and moſt contrary to all the principles of Lu 


| generoſity, humanity, and plain dealing, to make inquiſition for ſuch pe! 


his dangerous and flippery order aforeſaid doth highly aggravate 'his 


particulars as might have eſcaped the care of the perſon obtaining the aut 
pardon, in order to defeat the purpoſe thereof, and to take away his life, I pe: 
And he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, was equally guilty in requiring the wil 
ſaid Briſtow to proceed in a captious and infidious inquiſition into any car 
the moſt minute breach of conditions, in order to entrap the life of thai anc 
aforeſaid Almas Ali Khan; and he was alſo highly criminal in direct mii 
ing him to be put to death for undefined miſdemeanors, without ſtatingfBri 
whether thoſe miſdemeanors were of a capital nature or not; and d 
thereby give leſſons to a prince of the Eaſt of the moſt dangerous na 
ture to the lives and fortunes of all perſons ſubje& to his authority 
and the caution with which he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did concluat 


offence, as it ſhows that he was perfectly aware of the conſtruction i 
7 ſuch an act was liable; and he did alſo highly aggravate 8 
aid offence by the caution with regard to his own perſonal ſafety will 
which he gave a mandate of a nature the moſt likely to involve the pet 
ſon who was to obey. it in the reateſt embarraſſment and dang 
That the ſaid Briſtow, from 11 of the perfidy and peri} of the pro 
 _ceeding ordered by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, and the ſhock: Which! 
thereby would be given to public credit (the ſaid Almas, on the faith 
of the Reſidency, being ſecurity for large ſums advanced by Banks 
to the Britiſh Government), did not attempt to ſeize upon the tal 
Almas Ali Khan, but was content with taking meaſures tending 
leſſen the enormous power of the ſaid Almas, of which the ſaid Wat 
ren Haſtings had complained, to watch his motions, and to give Wi 
ſaid Warren Haſtings intelligence of any deſign which he might ente 
tain of leaving the ſaid Nabob Vizier's dominions; and the faid Bia 
and apparently authentic intelligence of the intentions of the ſaid 
mas to retire from the Vizier's dominions, and of his:; correſpona 
with the neighbouring powers for ſecuring ſuch retreat; as al Wl 
oppreſſive adminiſtration, than he the ſaid W — q 


: 
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before received, notwithſtanding which, without any previous en- 
gquiry int the conduct of the ſaid Almas, or tak ing the ſmalleſt notice 
of the frequent intelligence given by the ſaid Briſtow of the conduct of 
the ſaid: Almas, an of the proceedings of the ſaid Briſiow with regard 
to him, and without apprizing the ſaid Briſtow of any change in his 
1 ſcntiments:with regard to the perſon whom he had ordered him in the 
el manner:aforeſaidito-ſeize, and to cauſe to be put to death, and without 
»& giving any ſort of anſwer to the ſaid Briſtow's repeated letters on 
che ſubject of the arduous and critical commiſſion ſo given by him, he, 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, did write to this very Almas Ali Khan, on 
che firſt of January, one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-four, a 
letter full of expreſſions of favour and protection, in which letter he 
df ſolemnly aſſured him that he had never given credit to the accuſations 
a againſt him. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings, ſoon after going to 
off Lucknow to exerciſe the functions of the office of Reſident in his own 
cull perſon, did inveſt the ſaid Almas Ali Khan with the ſame or greater 
he authority-than he had before poſſeſſed, notwithſtanding nothing ap- 
fe, peared: to. acquit the ſaid Almas of the embezzlements or oppreſſions 
be with which he himſelf had before charged him, or of correſpondence 
ey carried on by him with Cheyt Sing, the depoſed Rajah of Benares, 
hel and the Mahrattas, for the purpoſe of retiring from the Vizier's do- 
&{ minions, the authentic documents concerning which the Reſident 
ef Briſtow had recently tranſmitted to him the ſaid Warren Haſtings ; 
hl but the ſaid Warren Haſtings, having then private reaſons for altering 
Na bis opinion, did complain of the charges which had been made againſt 
che ſaid Almas, as having been, according to his expreſſion, too labo- 
adefiriouſly urged againſt him, and which had nearly driven him to aban- 
don his country for the preſervation of his life and honour, and thus 
eo give a colour to the charges themſelves, when in fact he the ſaid 
the Warren.Haſtings himſelf had been the moſt earneſt and laborious pro- 
ecutor of the ſaid Almas, and no other perſon appears, with any cer- 
Mainry, to have made attempts on the life and honour of the ſaid Al- 
mas: and whereas the ſaid Almas had heretofore held his farms of re- 
venue only from year to year, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, being at 
Lucknow ſome time in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
aititighty-ſour, did give to the ſaid Almas a term of fix years in his farms 
ff revenue, thereby giving, out of the reach of correction or reſump- 
Non, a leaſe of boundleis power and enormous profit to a perſon by 
Winſelf repreſented as a known oppreſſor of the people; that the ſaid 
Farren Haſtings, in order to give colour to the ſaid proceeding, did, 
n his: letter to the Court of Directors of the 3oth of April, one thou- 
end ſeven. hundred and eighty-four, repreſent the ſaid Almas as hav- 
ng purged himſelf of the accuſatiqns againſt him, by a ſeaſonable ad- 
ance of money, which had been applied to the uſe of the Eaſt India 
empany : that the ſaid courſe of charging wealthy men with crimes, 
nd acquitting-them on the advance of money, is highly. unwarrant- 
le and ſcandalous, and would be ſo, even if the money had been 
ally: and truly advanced; whereas the ſaid Warren Haie ; gd 
N.. a y 
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falſely repreſent the ſaid tranſaction, for the ſaid Almas., was ſo far 
from advancing any money at the time of the ſaid, Warren Haſtings's, 
faid letter to the Court of Directors, that he had not paid up the res 
gular inſtalments which, by the terms of his farm, he had been oh- vot 
liged ts make; the faid Warren Haſtings wilfully intending} in; his met 
faid ſtatement ro deceive the Court of Directors, in ordeg to make, 57 
ſome fort of excuſe for a proceeding ſo contrary to all his formerly a! 
proceedings and profeſſions relative to the ſaid Almas, and ſo diſho» co 
nourable to the juſtice, policy, and humanity of this nation. Bj» 
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ARTICLE. SEVENTEENTH. II 


WW HEREAS, from the laws and cuſtoms of the Eaſt, which allow, art 
and in ſome meaſure require of great men, a large train of pan 
wives and concubines, the families of the princes of Indoſtan are.gene-E-7 
rally numerous, and the ſons of the ſaid princes are all equal in dig- red 
nity, of whatever mothers they may have been born; and they. all ac- +4 
cordingly are, or ought to be, maintained in an honourable manner, id 
ſuited to their high rank, and the ſaid Warren Haſtings actually pol-Rnq 
ſeſfing the whole power and dominion of the government of Oude, .be; «| 
was in juſtice and in duty bound to take care that due proviſion ſhould f th 
have been made for the brothers and fiſters of the ſaid Nabob, the unc 
reigning Sovereign of Oude; but the ſaid Warren Haſtings, wilfullß oa 
and to the great ſcandal of the Engliſh name, did neglect his ſaid duty 
and did not interpoſe through the public Reſident, through his own) 
creature, the ſaid Hyder Beg Khan, nor any of his own ſecret agents 
aforeſaid, for the juſt and laudable purpoſe of obtaining any ſuitable 
proviſion for the brothers and other relations of the ſaid . Naboby 
although the ſaid Warren Haſtings did write to the ſaid Princes in 
ſpecious, plauſible, and inſinuating language, calling them his -(tbe 
ſaid Warren Haſtings's) brothers, with other ſoothing and affectionate 
expreſſions to the like effect. 5 A i 
That the allowances made by Hyder Beg Khan, the dependant 
Agent of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, and by him kept in power in dene 
fance of his maſter, for the ſupport of twenty-one Princes, brotheſs 
of the ſaid Nabob, all of whom were arrived at years of, maturity, 0 
as to have been diſmiſſed from the Zenana, or women's apartments did 
not exceed twenty thouſand pounds ſterling, or thereabouts; ſame. 0 
the ſaid Princes did not receive their teſpectiye allowances for ni 
on ., eee ener Runen N | two 
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two years, and were abſolutely compelled to ſubſiſt on the charity of 

their brothet's fübjects; which defaſcation of their ſcanty maintenance 

was in cohſequence of the great penſions and ſalaries paid to the fa- 

vourites and creatures. of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, and of his, inſtru- 
nicht; the faid Minitter Hyder'Beg Khan; and in particular that, during 
er ſoon'ifter the time when the aforeſaid twenty-one. brothers of the ſaid 
{ENabob were reſtricted to the ſaid very inſufficient. and unbecoming in- 
"come of twenty thouſand pounds a year, or thereabouts,. which was 
alſo never regulatly paid, a ſingle Engliſh Surgeon, Surgeon: Thomas, 
\patronized by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, did actually receive from the 
/EVizier nearly as muck as the nominal allowance of ten of the brothers 
of the aforeſaid Sovereign the Nabob Vizier, the ſaid Surgeon's allow- 
nce being nine thouſand ſeven hundred-and-{1xty=three pounds ſterling 
year, or thereabouts; and the ſecret Agent of the ſaid Warren Hal- 
Fings did receive more than the whole annual allowance of all the 
wenty- one brothers of the ſaid Nabob Vizier, who were out of the 
are of the women, and ſeveral of whom were married, and had fami- 
Dies to maifitain'; and the ſecret Agent of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, the 
aid Major William Palmer, enjoying an avowed annual falary in 
onthly payments of twenty two thouſand pounds ſterling, or ſome 
ther large ſum, which was generally reputed to be no more than a 
Fart of the emoluments annexed to the ſituation of the ſaid William 


r | | | 8 

e- That in or about the month of March, one thouſand ſeven hun- 
red and eighty- three, three of the ſaid brothers of the Nabob, name- 
ee. Myra Hyder Ally, Myrza Imayut Ally, and Myrza Syef Ally, 
elyFid repreſent to the ſaid Briſtow, that they were in diſtreſs for dry bread 
ond clothes, and in conſequence. of ſuch repreſentation were relieved 
the intervention of the ſaid Briſtow ; but ſoon after the deputation 
ul the faid Warren Haſtings to Oude, in the year one thouſand ſeven 
undred and eighty-four, that is to ſay, ſome time in or about the 
I poath of September, in the ſaid year one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
chty-four, the ſaid Myrza Hyder Ally, one of the three princes 
Woreſaid, did fly to the province of Benares, and did remain there in 
feat diftreſs ; and that although the ſaid Warren Haſtings did write 
d the ſaid Nabob an account of the aforeſaid circumſtance, in certain 
boſe, light, and diſreſpectful expreſſions, concerning the ſaid Myrza 
lyder Ally, he did not, as he was in duty bound to do, in anywiſe 
Pert that influence which he actually and notoriouſly poſſeſſed over 

De mind of the ſaid Nabob, for the relief of the ſaid Prince, the bro- 
er of the ſaid Nabob ; but without, obtaining any ſatis factory and 
ant pecific aſſurances, either from the ſaid Nabob, or the ſaid Miniſter,” 
dere ſaid Warten Haſtings did content himſelf with adviſing: the ſaid, 


hers lince to returi to his brothet the ſaid Nabob., _ on A Big: 903 {6 
OE Thit'in''otder to avoid famine at home, another of the ſaid. Na- 
A brothers; by name Myrza Jungli, was under the neceflity, of 

ig fromihis natipe country, and did ſeek protection fron a; certaia 
emetan Por, called Mirza Shuffu Khan, then Prime Miniſter of 
toe | 8 the 
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the Mogul; from whom he did go to the camp of the Mahratta-Cliich 
Madijee | Scindia, where he did ſolicit and obtain 4 Military c 
mand, together with a grant of lands, or-jaghire, for the ſubſiſtenty 
of himſelf, his family, and followers : But wiſhing again to be re« 
ceived under the protection of the Britiſh Government, the ſaick My 
£4 Juogli, in one thouſand ſeven hundred and eiphty-three," did a ply 
to the ſaid Reſident Briſtow, through David Anderſon, Eſquire, chew 
en an embaſſy in the camp of the ſaid Seindia; and, in confequene 
of ſuch application, the ſaid Briſtow, ' ſenſible of the diſgrace/ which: 
the exile of the ſaid Myrza Jungli reflected, both. on the ſaid Nabs Ng 
of Oude and the Britiſh nation, 8% negotiate with the ſaid Nabolf 
and bis Minifters for the return of the faid Myrza Jungli, and for thi * 
ſettlement and regular payment of ſome proper allowance for" "the Ip 
maintenance of the ſaid Myrza Jungli, but the allowance requite me 
was ultimately refuſed; and although the Whole of the tranſactiea em. 
aforeſaid were duly repreſented to the ' faid Warren Haſtings by th lp! 
faid Anderſon, and by the ſaid Briſtow, and although he had hiaſelg9nd 
received, ſo early as the twenty-third of Auguſt, one thouſand ſevegſ'o 
handied and eighty-two, a letter from the Vizier, grievouſiy com 
plaining of the cruel and extortious demands made upon him by tif 
faid Warren' Haſtings, in which letter he did expreſsly mentiom ul 
fight of his brothers, and the diſtreſſes of the women Tf Bis late fi 
ther, who he faid were all as his mothers, and that his ſaid brotheif 
from the reſumption of their jaghires, were reduced to great afflictic 
and diſtreſs, and he did attribute the faid flight of ſome of his brethte 
and the diſtreſſes of the reſt, and of the women who ſtodd in 4 ſpt 
cies of maternal relation to him, as owing to the aforeſaid opprefiivi 
demands; yet he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did cruelly; inhumianly 
and corruptly, decline to make any order for the better proviſion « 
any of the ſaid eminent family, or for the return of the ſaid Print 
who had fled from-his-brother's Court to avoid the danger of periſhi 
by famine. 

” That ſome time afterwards, that is to ſay, about the beginning! 
the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty- four, the ſaid 
2a Jungli did entreat the patronage and interference of. the faid W 
ren Hattings to procure for him {the faid Myrzz Jwnght) ſome” ad | 
' quate proviſion from the ſaid Nabob, his brother: bot the ſaid: 1F 
queſt was, on two different applications of the ſaid Myrza Jung 
in an hard and-unfeeling manner refuſed by the ſaid Warren Hal NL 
tings; and the ſaid Warren Haſtings did aſſign, as the reaſons of fu th: 
refuſal, the diſtreſſes and embarraſſments of the ſaid Nabob's oven iden 
ment, which-the ſaid Warren Haſtings, by his corrupt intrigue” y e. 
pret 
laid 
avov 
Kerc 
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caſioned. ; 
Phat POTTY time in or abous as ann of , one the 
ſand ſeven” hundred atd eighty- three, the Nabob: Behadre, anothetf 
the brothers 'of- the ſaid Nabob of Oude, did repreſent to the f 
. Akat he che ſald Nabob Behadre had. noc +16v6ined'a"Farli 
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of. his allowance for the current year, and was without food; and 
being: wonnded by an aſſaſſin, who had alſo murdered his aunt in the 

ty capital of Oude, the ſaid Nabob Behadre had not a daum to 
ay the ſurgeon, Who attended him for the love of God alone, 
hat at or about the period of this ſaid repreſentation, the ſaid Briſ- 
ow. was: recalled, and the ſaid Warren Haſtings proceeded up to 
wcknow,: but did not enquire into the ſaid reprefentations tranſ- 
jitted by the ſaid Briſtow to Calcutta, nor did order any relief. 
That by the criminal neglect of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in not 
Sriginally-appointing, or procuring to be appointed, ſome: adequate 
d becomisg proviſion for the. ſaid Princes, the brothers of the ſaid 
Nabob, and in not enforcing the due and regular payment of ſuch 
Mipends or allowances as were appointed, as well as in not giving 
ne wark of his approbation to the ſaid Reſident Briſtow, for his. 
Fommendable- interpoſition in behalf of the ſaid Princes, nor of his 
(pleaſure. to the ſaid. Miniſter Hyder Beg Khan, for his culpable 
Paduct towar ls the ſaid Princes, as alſo in not making any enquiry 
«ito the ſaid repreſentations of the ſaid Nabob Behadre, tranſmitted 
Calcutta by the (aid Briſtow at the concluſion of his Reſidency, 
d in declining to pay any regard to the aforeſaid applications made 
rectly to bim, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, by ſome or one of the ſaid 
inces, the ſaid Warren Haſtings did become, and is fully reſponſi- 
le for the aforeſaid diſtreſſes of the reigning family of Oude, and did. 
ereby bring diſgrace on the ſaid Nabob Vizier, the firſt Prince of 
e Mahometan Empire in Indoſtan, and did diſcredit and diſhonour | 
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pee juſtice and humanity of the Britiſh name throughout all the 
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ARTICLE EIGHT EENTH. 


No whereas the ſaid Warren Haſtings hath, frequently declared, 
"fu that the ſyſtem of interference in Oude, by means of an Engliſh 
rerifident, was an uſurpation, and was, in his opinion, productive of 
igoq"y evils and diſorders in the government of the ſaid province, and 
pretend that he had oppoſed the introduction of the ſame : That 
laid interference, however proper, being in direct conttadiction to 
of vowed: principles, ought by him to have been wholly declined, 
erciſed in direct obedience to orders, and his part therein taken 
the greateſt caution and moderation; yet, having in view bis 
corrupt advantage, and * of his agents, he did himſelf 2 
. a tdtinue 


0 


N Fey 


tique that interference ta which he had ſo objeted; and from: time to 
time did encreaſe the powers of the Engliſh agents by him appointed, 
and did make various . diviſions and diſtributions of the ſaid powers, 
and did frequently, and without any reaſons aſſigned, remove the pers 
ſons entruſted with ſuch agency: That, after the diſmiſſion of the eff, 
ſaid. Briſtow, and the re-appointment of the ſaid Middleton, herein Ha 
before alledged, when the ſaid Middleton had continued in office for felt 
two years longet, he was recalled by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, with 
out any cauſe aſſigned; and Mr. Hoſea, ſince decealed, went up. to 
Qude, under ſome actual appointment, or agreement. for an appoints 
ment, ard was for awhile there received, and was conſidered. as Re: 
ident, but was ſuddenly recalled : That the faid Mee then g 
reſume his office, but was the fame year ſuperſeded by the ſaid Wat: 

ren Haſtings, who appointed Mr. Purling to the ſaid Reſidency: 


| A 
That, in a few months afterwards, the ſaid Warren Haſtings remove ing 
the Reſident Purling (as in former initances, without cauſe aſſigned h 
and rettored the ſaid Middleton, who continued, upon ſuch reftoradh... 


tion, about a year in office ſingly: That, duriog theſe. tranſactions 
the ſaid Briſtow having come to England, and obtained two palitivg 
orders from the Court of Directors for his reinſtatement, the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings did wilfully diſobey the ſaid orders, and, on record; 
did revile and inſult the ſaid Briſtow, throwing out many infinuatian 
againſt his (the ſaid Briſtow's integrity, for preſuming to claim, und 
the authority of the Directors, who were the legal maſters. both al 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings and of the ſaid Briftow ; and, the day afte 
he the ſaid Warren Haſtings had ręcarded a minute to this effect, hi 
did propoſe a new commiſſion for Oude, dividing the office of Rei 
dent, and appointing the ſaid Briſtow to the political, and the fail 
Middleton to the pecuniary. department, and did thus make two Rei 
ſidents, which had no other tendency than to confound the ſaid; Kal 
India Company's affairs, and to increaſe its expences, or that ,pf, the 
allies, and the ſaid expences were thereby unneceſlarily Ag: | 
That during the ſaid Briſtow's reſidence, which continued fog 
1 under the ſaid laſt appointment, the ſaid Warren Haſtingi 
never anſwered one of his letters, nor gave him any inſtructions, nd 
fuffered the (aid Nabob to confer wich him on any affairs whatever 
and did remove him on, pretence that he was perſonally diſagreeab 
do the ſaid Nabob. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, afterwards, 
Appoint the ſaid Middleton to the office of Reſident, together wil 
Mr. Johnſon as his aſſiſtant therein, aud did, fome, ſhort. time aft 
again appoint the ſaid Briſtow to be Reſident, pretending, in a le 
on that ſubject to the Court of Directors, that ſuch appointment 
made in obedience to their orders; but in a letter which he cauſed 
be wiſtten to the faid, Vizier, he ſtudiouſly diſclaimed that math 
and declared therein, that though. it had ws his,. the ſaid Ward 
Haſtingg's, intention; to; have ſo appointed:;the, ſaid. Briſtom, yetd 
had poſtponed ſuch appointment, 100 ic, mould be underitagd} 
Lucknow that it was made in conſequence of, wagen Be 
n $4 | me 
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(neaning orders from the ſaid Court of Directors); and further de- 
Mclared,. that the contrary was the caſe, and that the ſaid Briſtow was 
"che object of his own particular patronage : And in about a year af- 
"Etcrwards he did again remove the ſaid Briſtow, in order to obtain in 
effect the ſaid office of Reſident for himſelf ; and he the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings did accordingly perform the function of the ſaid office him- 
elt, ſome time in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty- 
Pour, and then left it in the poſſeſſion of a privaie Agent of his own, 
Mpamely, Major Palmer; and thus, in the ſhort ſpace of ſeven years, 
r thereabblirs, from the death of Colonel Monſon, in the year one 
Ppouſand ſeven hundred and 'ſeventy-ſix, the ſaid Warren Haſtings 

4 d at leaſt make eight different changes in the ſaid. office of Re- 

ooo DE 5 
And, during the ſaid ſucceſſion of Agents, the ſaid Warren Haſ- 
ings, having it for his object to obtain and to ſecure to himſelf, for 
Wis liniſter and corrupt purpoſes, the full and complete controul and 
Jominion.of Oude, as far as might be, without the interpolition or 
ven privity of his lawful maſters the Court of Directors, he (the ſaid 
arren Haſtings) befides uſurping the ſole, immediate, and perſonal 
omination of the. Public Refidents, and changing them at his ar- 
itrary pleaſure, did himſelf, on various occaſions, carry on with 
Wertain of the ſaid Reſidents a private and ſecret correſpondence, of 
Which he did never make any regular entry on the records of the 
Fompany, as by law he was bound to do; but did only produce, at 
Mirticular junctures, ſuch parts and fragments of the ſaid correſpon- - 
ences as might ſuit his deſigns of the moment; and he, the ſaid 
Narren Haſtings, did further correſpond with the ſaid Reſidents 


ſail rough ſecret, confidential, and unofficial channels, among which 
Regzere Major Palmer and Major Davy, Mr. Charles Crofts, the Sub- 
15 reaſurer, and Sir Elijah Impey, Knight, his Majeſty's ſaid Chief 
he 


Muſtice at Fort William in Bengal: That, to the criminal ends afore- 
id, the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, by his influence, prevail with the 
d Nabob to appoint as his Miniſter, or to continue againſt his 
ll, a certain Mahometan native, called Hyder Beg Khan, who did 
oſeſs himſelf to be, as in truth he was, the immediate depen- 
nt of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, and to have been by him, the faid 

arten Haſtings, raiſed from the duſt; with many: other like ex- 
eſſions of the moſt implicit obedience and ſubmiſſion to the will 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings; and did declare himſelf ready to enforce 
ſtain meaſures, even againſt the inclination of his maſter the ſaid 

eic dob, if he were authorized ſo to do by an order or letter from the 
Be Warren Haſtings: And the ſaid Warren Haſtings did record his 
ed | lief and knowledge, that Hyder Beg Khan affixed the name and. 
OL! of the faid Nabob to letters written without his conſent ; and that 

all {aid Nabob was a cypher in the hands of the ſaid Miniſter Hyder 
cs; and the ſaid Hyder Beg poſſeſſing thus the entire adminiſtration 
Oude, the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, from time to time, exerciſe a 
er of direct cenſure and controut over the conduct of the faid Hy der 
all F | | M 2 & Bey 3 
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Beg; and did hold out menaces to him, and did threatem him that he ſ- 
would influence the ſaid Nabob to inſtitute a ſtrict ſcrutiny into the c. 
- Adminiſtratian; df him the ſaid Hyder Beg Khans and to puniſh him tt 
thereupon; while, on the other hand, the ſaid Warren Haſtings«did 00 
pronounce the perſons of the Miyniſters (whereof Hyder Beg Khan: re 
was the principal) to be facred, while they ſhould act with the: parti. io 


_ cipation of our (meaning, in truth, the faid Warten Haſtings's own) th 
7 influence. 8 13989 fs \ Sr 2H. T4: #3 oþ $5 : iert e 40 : I 
And the ſaid Warten Haſtings did hold ſecret communication, N 


both with the ſaid Hyder Beg Khan and the faid Nabob himſelf, th 
through ſome of the confidential channels before mentioned; and 13 
through a certain Mahometan native of high rank at Benares, called. in 
Ally . Khan ; and through a certain native Rajah at Calcutta ei 
named Rajah Govind Ram, Vackeel or Miniſter to the ſaid Nabob o ſa 
Oude: And the ſaid Warren | Haſtings did never produce, or caule th 
to be produced (as he was by law bound to do) any regular cop b. 


of ſuch communications, either to or from him the ſaid Warren Haſ cr 
tings, but did only record ſuch parts thereof as he occalionally theuph of 


proper: And he did further privately receive from the ſaid Hyder Beg ie 
divers applications, remonſtrances, and complaints, at d:fferent times te 
_ againſt ſundry of the Britiſh Reſidents in Oude, and did proceed at 
thereon; and in .confequence thereof did exhibit formal charge as 
ag.inſt the faid Reſidents, and did remove them, in ſome cafes, be o. 


fore any folemn enquiry had, or any defence, of any kind, in ani cc 
manner requized, _ at etl oy re oh ond 


And, in order the more effeQually-to manage; for his own evil par di 
poſes, the confuſed and intricate ſyſtem of government, both througi at 


the Native Miniſter and the Britiſh Reſident by him eftabliſhed-"and} 1a 
ſupported, and to govern and direct, according to his own corrup p. 
and criminal views, the cabals and intrigues to which ſuch a govern as 
ment muſt neceſſarily give riſe, the ſaid Warren Haſtings unlawg al 
fully, and contrary to his duty, did ſend up to Lucknow, to be pie tl: 
ſent on the (pot, a third and ſecret fet of agents, namely, the ſai m 
Major Palmer, his military ſecretary and confidential agent, au in 
Major Davy, his private Perſian interpreter and private ſecretary} 2+ 
And the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in certain letters to the ſ:id Nabe H 
has declared the ſaid Palmer to be as himſelf (Warren Haſtings) tl H 
have the fame thoughts, and to be, as it were, his (the ſaid Warteſf er 
Haſtings's) own tongue: And the ſaid Warren Haſtings did tran 
mit, through the ſaid agents, divers letters to the Miniſter or te 
Nabob, of which leiters the public Reſidents did not receive af 
copy or tranſlation, nor were in any authentic mode informed as fi 


the contents thereof; and in divers letters to the ſaid» Nabob, and ec 
tbe ſaid Hyder Beg Khan, Which letters were recorded by the fa 1c 
Warren Haſtings, there dg. appear frequent and repeated referend9l 
© to the ſaid Major Palmer, or Major Davy, for further informatiph 
but all or moſt of the letters which conveyed ſuch information he 


_ faid Werren Haſtings hach wilfylly and illagally ſuppreſſed: 9 


a * 
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ell - ſaid: Warren Haſtings, by the ſame means of elandeſtine communi- 
of - cation, did receive the aforeſaid repreſentations and arcufativhs againſt 
nll. che Reſidents from the ſaid Miniſter Hyder Beg Khan, both in his 
a own game; and in that of the ſaid Nabob': And that the ſaid War- 
nfl. 120! Haſtings, by taking part, through the ſaid confidential agents, 
. ſometimes: with the Reſident, and ſometimes with the Miniſter, at 
Wl | the inſtigations of ſome perſons unknown, and without any due exa- 
mination into the merits or demerits, either of the Reſident or the 
nf Miniſter, did  wilfully, and for ſome evil purpoſe, abet and ferment 
the diſturbances and-diftractions neceſſarily incident to the perplexed 
nd ſyſtem of government before ſtated; and in particular, that ſome time 
el in or about the month of Auguſt, one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
ta eighty-two, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, on the repreſentations of the 
off ſaid ſecret agents, or ſome other perſons unknown, did write one of 
ue the threatening letters aforeſaid to the ſaid Hyder Beg; ; but in return 
pi having received from the ſaid Major A 5 one of the ſaid fe- 
af cret agents, a letter mentioning, in general terms; the uſurpations 
hi of Mr. Johnſon, the then acting Reſident, and the inſults of the 
el ſaid Johnſon to the ſaid Hyder Beg; 3 and baving alſo produced a let- 
ter privately ſent from the ſaid Hyder Beg to the faid Major Davy, 
another of the ſaid ſecret agents, containing the like general charges 
againſt the ſaid Johnſon; the ſaid Warren Haſtings, on the ſeventh 
of September, one thouſand ſeven hundred and eiohty- two, did fe- 
commend to the Board at Calcutta, to order the ſaid Johnſon imme- 
diately down to Calcutta, with peculiar marks of diſpleaſure and 
diſgrace ; the ſaid Warren Haſtings pretending exceeding great alarm 
at the information contained in the aforeſaid letters, although the 
ſaid Hyder Beg Khan, in his letter to the ſaid Major Davy, did re- 
e himſelf as having before made the ſame $3 ſimilar charges 
againſt the ſaid Johnſon, which charges did not then create ſuch 
alarm in the faid Warren Haſtings, inaſmuch as the ſaid Warren Hal- 
tings did ſubſequently write to the {aid Hyder Beg the letter of repri- 
mand aforeſaid; and afterwards, on the twentieth of 'OQoher follow 
ing, he did again write to the ſaid Hyder Beg Than, menacing him 
as aforeſaid, notwithſtanding the ſanction which the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings had ſo recently given to the recriminatory defence of the ſaid 
Hyder Beg, of the immediate removal of the faid Johnſon without 
enquir a 
That, on the twenty ſecond day of the aforeſaid month of Sep - 
tember one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-two, only fifteen Wo 
after the removal of the ſaid | Johnſon for the alledged crime of oppo- 
ſition to the ſaid; Miniſter Hyder Beg, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in 
conſequence of intelligence from the ſaid ſecret. agents or, othe per. 
ſons unknown, did further recommend to the Board the diſmif „of 
the ſaid: Reſident Middleton, for not having carried into eee the 
conditions and ſpirit of the treaty of F in which the aid Re- 
ident Middleton had been oppoſed by the ſa b an ithe ſaid ' 
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4 contrary 


5 


contrary to the good faith of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, who, in re- 
ply to a private requeſt of the ſaid Nabob, did "promiſe to the ſaid 
Nabob the Reſident Middleton ſhould not be removed but at the deſire 


of the ſaid Nabob, or of himſelf the ſaid Middleton, or to that effect; 


and this promiſe, bearing date the twenty- third of May, one thouſand 


ſeven hundred and eighty-two, was recorded by the faid Warren Haſ- 


tiogs himſelf on the Bengal Perſian; Correſpondence; and Tſoon'ifter 


the ſaid promiſe, the Reſident Middleton did quit his ſtatien with - 


NJ 4-2 * 


thereabouts, that is to ſay, about three weeks before his recallll. 
That, by having thus, on the unexamined evidence of his private 
inſtruments, removed the Reſident Middleton and the Aﬀiſtant' Refi- 
dent Johnſon, within the ſpace of one month, on grounds ſo xontra- 
dictory and inconſiſtent in themſelves, the Aſſiſtant Reſident Johnſon 
for oppoſing, and the Reſident Middleton for not oppoſing, the ſame 


leave of abſence, and did not return till the laſt day of Auguſt ot 


individual Miniſter Hyder Be Khan; the former of the two profeſs, 
ſeely in order to quiet the Nabob's apprehenfions, and the other in 


contradiction to the direct requeſt of the Nabob himſelf; the faid 


Warren. Haſtings did throw new difficulties: and diſcouragements in 
the way of any, Reſident who might ſucceed, as there was no line of 
conduct whatever left to him, for which one of his immediate pre- 


deceſſots had not been puniſnhed with diſmiſſion, and for Which he 


might not apprehend ſimilar diſgrace, through the dark machinations 
of the ſaid Warren Haſtings and his private inſtruments aforeſaid; and 


by the ſaid examples, together with the continued operation of the 
ſecret ſyſtem of cabal and intrigue aforefaid, and the rapid change and 


ſucceſhon of agents within the ſpace of about ſeven years, many of 
them in defiance of orders, and all upon motives of cabal and intrigue, 


he did accordingly weaken and render odious the Britiſh Government, 
diſturb: and diſtract the Government of Oude, diſorder the Company's 


affairs, protract the payment of the debt due to the ſaid Company from 


the ſaid Nabob, and give ſtrong incitement to rapacity and peculation, 


in a place expoſed to the greateſt temptation, and furniſhing the moſt 


abundant means of unlawful acquiſition. 


* $a 4 91 % 5 
me 34 + it! 


= 
- * * 
8 * þ : 8 8 £4 N 
" g 2 3 1 ” 
0 : N Y * 
* ; ut 
F < G 4 8 - 2 x 5 . ; 4 
. . N - 
2 < N 2 P * * 
\ , _ a X a , > "> 4 1 
' > l + & | * 1 1 
: . > 8 4 : 45 g p * 
# 8 l _ 
P . - 4 ö 5 1 FY 
3 - ry . 6 8 : 4 - 4 
. _— * k : F 16 F > : . 
” C : * 
. ; RANT . . 1 E $4 : r : , 
* 
is & 


| ARTICLE NINBTEBNTH. | 


wo 


THAT the aid Warzen Haſtings hiving declared himſelf ſenſible: 
that the affairs of Oude had been long in an ill condition, and 
were daily growing worſe, owing to the miſgovernment which prevailed: 


1 therein, 


260 


| whilſt we had a claim of ſubſidy 


1981 

therein, and which had not been reformed in conſequence. of the regu- 
lations directed, and the powers by him given to the Reſident Middle- 
ton, in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty- one, in virtue 
of the treaty of Chunar, he did therefore, under the pretence of the 
better regulation of the ſaid provinces, in the month of September, 


one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-two, appoint John Briſtow, 
Eſquire, to the office of Reſident in Oude, and did, on the twenty- third 


of October, one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-two; give to the 
ſaid Briſtow ſundry minute and particular, as well as large and general, 


inſtructions, by which, for the purpoſe of reforming the abuſes which 


prevailed in the ſaid Nabob's dominions, he did in effect and ſubſtance 
authorize and require the ſaid Briſtow to exerciſe all the functions of 
Government, in an eminent and controlling manner, repreſenting the 
neceſſity thereof from the ſaid Vizier's diſinclination and inaptitude to 


buſineſs, which rendered him a cypher in ſome hands or other; and 


from the-little reliance which could be placed on his Miniſter Hyder 


Beg Khan, of whoſe character and morals he did, in the ſaid inftruc- 
tions, give a moſt unfavourable :epreſentation, and he did declare the 


ſaid Briſtow reſponſible for the due obſervance of the ſaid inſtructions, 
and the exerciſe of the power therein given; declaring, in the fol- 
lowing. words, or words to that effect, that from the nature of our 
(meaning the Britiſh) connection with the Government of Oude, and 
from the ſaid Nabob's incapacity, a neceflity would for ever exiſt, 


of his (the ſaid Nabob Vizier's) Government; and in the ſaid inſtruc- 
tions he did declare that he had recourſe to him the ſaid Briſtow for 
the introduction of a new ſyſtem in that Government, and that he 
could not omit, whilſt he expreſſed his reliance on him the ſaid Briſtow 
for that purpoſe, to repeat the ſentiments which he the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings had expreſſed in the verbal inſtructions which he gave the 
laid -Briftow at his departure, that there could be no medium in the 
relation between the Reſident and the Miniſter, but either the Rehdene 
muſt be the ſlave and vaſſal of the Miniſter, or the Miniſter at the 
abſolute diſpoſal of the Reſident; and he the ſaid Warren Haſtings dig, 
in various other parts of the ſaid inſtructions, veſt large powers in 
the ſaid Briſtow, wholly fuperſeding and controlling thoſe of the 
ſaid Nabob's acting Miniſter, the ſaid Hyder Beg, and did threaten 
the diſmiſſion of the ſaid Miniſter, in caſe of the oppoſition to be ex- 
pected to aſſiſt him, which was in effect to over-rule the ſaid Miniſter's 
own power; and he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did particularly'diret 
the ſaid Briſtow to appoint regular offices in the ſaid Government, not 
one office being therein exiſting, the whole being engroſſed by the 


E - 9 


durts was 


Haſtings having "aſſerted withitruth, that the want of ſuch | 
9 17 | the 


upon the reſources of his country, 
of exerciſing an influence, and frequently ſubſtituting it entirely in 
the place of an avowed and conſtitutional authority in the adminiſtration. 
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laid Miniſter, the ſaid Hyder Beg Khan alone —to regulate the 
troops, which had been ill regulated and ill paid to eflabliſh Courts“ 
ff Juſtice, there being none exiſting in Oude, he the ſaid, Warren 


1 

the moſt diſcreditable defect in the ſaid Nabob Vizier's Government; 
and be did aſo give directions concerning the revenues and | other 
matters and the refofmations and: regulations by him directed were 
proper; and in the then ſtate of Oude neceſſary; and he was bound to 
give albdue ſupport to the ſaĩd Btiſto w, in carrving the ſame into ex- 
_ ecuvigny in oppoſition to the ſaid Heder Beg Khan and others Whoſe: 
3 in the continuance of abuſe muſt Bars been der ply affected 
by. the teformations by him in the! ſaid inſtructions preſrribeu z but 
che ſaid Warren Haſtings having conceibed ia ſtronz animoſity againſt” 
the ſaid Briſtow, on account of his original appointment to offite 
unger perfons in Council, whom the ſaid Warten Haſtings oppoſed, 
and on acebunt of his the ſaid Briſtow's ſubſequent legal claim to 
office, under the authority of the Court of Directore, which he the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings did ſeem particularly to teſent, did contrive, 
under the maſk of friendſhip, and an extraordinary degree of traſh 
ard confidence, moſt perfdiouſly to becray and groſsly to injure him 
the ſaid Briſtow; and the ſaid Warren Haſtings, contriving allo for 
his own corrupt and ſelf. intereſted purpoſes” to encreaſe thoſe diſc 
orders in Oude, which he pretended he had appointed the ſaid; 
Briftow! to reform, he did very early after his appointment of the 

ſaid Briſtow endeavour to countetact the ſaid Briſtow in all his endea 
vours for that purpoſe, and did uphold and maintain the ſaid Hyder Beg 
Khan in an oppoſition to all the neceſſary plans of reform by himſelf 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, ordered and directed; and though he had 
ordered the ſaid Briſtow to inform him, Crnnidihe* to time, of his 
de ſaid Briſtow's progreſs in the execution of his the ſaid: Warren 
Haſtings's orders concerning the ſeveral reforms therein directed and 
ſpecified, and the obſtructions he might meet with therein 3 and 
though the ſaid Briſtow did diligently pufſue the objects entruſted to 
his care, and did regularly write to the ſaid Warren Haſtings, and 
did falthfully repreſent- to him the ſtate of the country, the ſeveral 
matters which he propoſed for the regulation thereof, and the dif- 
ficulties which he had to encounter; yet the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
although he had made it an article of accuſation againſt the former 
Reſident Middleton, that he had not regularly corre ponded with him 
the ſaid Haſtings, excepting the:ſhare of ene Later from the Council, 
approving of bis the ſaid Briſtow's meaſutes (to which meaſures he 
ſe&fetly gave, or countenanced others to give, an oppoſition), did fot 
the greatet᷑ part of the time the ſaid Briſtow remained in office never, 
orivery rarely, write to him; nor did he the ſaid Haſtings give to the 
ſaid Briſtow any inſtructions whatever upon any one of the delicate 
amm difficult objects ſo largely innſted upon in his commiſſion: And 
for-the purpoſe of preventing the Council from giving a ſupport to the 
necefBary reforms" which were in direct obedience to his the faid Wars! 
renklaftiags s orders attempted in Oude, he did maliciouſly, "wilfully, 
pahyidiifly; and Ra ren pts againſt law and his duty, hold back for! 
tres Web 32] 9 pottant* letter from the faid Briſtow, to bin the 


ſatd* e 1 „Ind tothe N General, dated the ttelfeh 
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of December, one thouſand ſeven hundred and eigbiy-two. Ant 
when hezi the ſaid Briſtow, did inform him, in the fulleſt manner, 
of the oppoſition given by the ſaid Hyder Beg Than to all the acts in 
the fad original inſtructions preſeribed, and did complain thereof to 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in his ſeveral letters of the twelfth of De- 
cember one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-two, the thirtieth of 
the ſame December, the twenty-firſt of January, fourth and thirty- 
firſt of March, and the eighth of April, one thouſand fever hundred. 
and eighty-three, none of which letters were recorded by the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings till on or after the twenty-firſt day of April, one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-three, with the encloſures therein 
contained, he the ſaid Warten Haſtings did not pay any ſorz of regard 
whatever to the repreſentations of the ſaid Briſtow, but did produce 
to che Council, at various times, letters or pretended lettets from the 
ſaid Nabob, in oppoſition to the meaſures purſued by the ſaid Briſtow, 
under his the ſaid Warren Haſtings's authority, as an uſurpation on 


contradiction to his on written deelarations, to the ſolemn written 
aſſurances which he had given to the ſaid Briſtow, and to the denun- 


o the ſaid Miniſter Hyder Beg Khan, implying that his obedience 
to the ſaid Reſident did form the terms upon which he would 
de permitted to hold his office ; and that he the faid Warren Haſtings 

ould not receive as the Nabob's, letters dictated by the ſpirit of 


overnment; and did declare, or ordered it to be declared, to 
he ſaid Hyder Beg Khan, that he did expect that nothing ſhould 
de done in his the ſaid Hyder Beg Khan's official character without 
be knowledge and participation of the ſaid Reſident; yet he the 
aid Warren Haſtings did, without heſitation, or even the pretence 
ff an enquiry, receive as the Nabob's own letters, and as written 
tom impteſſions on his the ſaid Nabob's own mind, and as the 
uggeſtions of his own judgment, letters written in + the ſpirit 
above mentioned, and ſuch as were evidently written to pro- 
note the views of the ſaid Hyder Beg Khan, in which light he the 
aid Warren Haſtings had ſolemnly declared that he would conſider ſuch 
etters, and did ſtate them as a poor deception, and a thin veil, to cover 
he deſigns of the ſaid Hyder, and that he would look on the guilt of 


Friting ſuch letters as aggravated by the. falſehood and duplicity with 


which they were accompanied; and he the ſaid Haſtings had in this 
ae more particular reaſon than ever to conſider the ſaid letters as being 
vritten to promote the intereſts, of the ſaid Hyder, and not the inde- 


Fendency of the ſaid Vizier, becauſe his the ſaid Warren Haſtinge“s 


. a4 * —— I e — 
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eeret agefft, Palmer, accuſing the ſaid Briſtow, and being à witneſs 
gainſt him, did repreſent the ſaid Vizier as having informed him the 
ad Palmer that the ſaid Briſtow had gone the length of letting the ſaid 
izier know, that if he pleaſed he was the maſter in his own Govern- 
deut, and was free to diſmiſs his _ at his pleaſure, or to that 


the ſaid Nabob's authority. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in_dire& 


ciations which in writing he had authorized the ſaid Briſtow to make 


poſition, but ſhould conſider every ſuch attempt as an inſult on our. 


— Wy 
fed. And further, the ſaid Warren Haſtings did aecept and take ſe. 
eral letters of the ſaid Hyder Beg, accuſing the ſaid Briſtow; as proofs, 
although the ſaid Hyder Beg was a party, and intereſted, as well as the 
ſaid Palmer; the ſaid Hyder having, in the courſe of that diſpute, 
applied to the ſaid Warren Haſtings to be ſolely employed, both for 
the Company's concerns and the faid Vizier's; and the ſaid Palmer 
eonfeſſing, that he had a proſpect of the Reſidency, and the ſaid Hyder 
having made a direct propoſal, the ſaid Hyder, to be by his the faid 
Warren Haſtings's power placed in the management of the .Nabob'x 
Affairs, and alſo employed to tranſact, on their part, thoſe of the Com- 
pany, and having engaged, if ſo employed, that he would obey the 
laid Warren Haſtings's orders, though ſecretly operating yet the ſaid 
Warten Haſtings, notwithſtanding his perfect knowledge of the inte- 
teſted motives of the ſaid Hyder and Palmer, and the notoriety that 
both were his dependants, and notwithſtanding the inſinuation of the 
ſaid Hyder Beg, tempting the ſaid Warren Haſtings, by offering to 
obey his orders, ſecretly operating, he the ſaid Warren Haſtings, having 

| \thrown off all regard to decency, as well as to juſtice, did attempt, on 
bf the mere charges of theſe perſons, one of them, namely, Hyder Beg 
2 pñũꝑerſon ſtigmatiſed by him in his inſtructions to this very Briſtow, a 
2 a moſt abandoned charaQer, to deprive the ſail Reſident of his office, 
A without hearing his defence; and when the ſaid Warren Haſtings failed 
"to. perſuade the Council to concur with him in this unwarrantable ad 
and that they remonſtrated to him, that the only offence with which 
the ſaid Reſident was charged conſiſted in ſome totally ineffectual at: 
tempts io execute the ſaid inſtructions, he the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
in a letter to the ſaid Briſtow, did reyoke the ſaid: inſtructions, and 
did, in inſulting terms, write to the ſaid Briſtow, that he ſhould not 
dare to act upon them, or to uſe them as his inſtructions, and yet did 
not propoſe any other in their ſtead, leaving, as far as in him lay, the 
+ ' ſaid Reſident entangled in the plots and conſpiracies of his the ſail 
Warren 'Haſtings's ſaid agents and inftruments, to act in a moſt de 
licate and difficult fituation, without any rule or direction whatever 
And the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in due time, no longer concealing hi 
being himſelf a candidate for the office of Repreſentative of the Companj 
in Oude, and diſcovering more und more his real view, which was i 
fill, before his departure for Europe or his recal thither, that ſubord# 
nate but moſt lucrative office, cauſed the accuſations to be renews 


to may 
pathebi 
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pathetic lamentations of his ſituation, and to call for his the. faid 
Warten Haſtings's-preſence in Oude, as the only means of quisting 
his mind, and receſtabliſhing his affairs: And the ſaid Warren Har. 
tings did, by throwing out inſinuations againſt the other Members of the 
Council, and threatening them with the conſequences of what might 
reſult from the exafperated-ftate of mind which be repreſented the ſaid 
Nabob and all the principal perſons of the country to be in, and 
which diſcontents, and the diforders conſequent thereto, the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings did foment, if not cauſe, he by thoſe and the like evil. acts 
and violences, and by the aforeſaid and by other unwarrantable acts hy 
him deviſed and practiſed, did obtain the removal of the ſaid Briftow 
from his office, and his own appointment thereto, or to an office in 
that country, of the ſame or greater power and authority. And the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings, in all the acts and negleQs of duty aforeſaid, 
by wilfully declining to ſupport the execution of his own orders, . as 
well as by e cauſing to be traverſed, the ſaid Britiſh Re- 
ſident Briſtow in effectuating the reformations by himſelf known to be 
neceſſary, and recommended as ſuch in his ſaid inſtructions, not only 
detrayed a ſervant of the Company, whom it was his duty, ſo far as 
in juſtice he could, to protect, but by the plots and many devices of 
him and his inſtruments, weakened and diſhonoured the Britiſh Go- 
vernment and authority in the ſaid province, and thereby prevented the 
recovery of the Company's aſſignments, and by countenancing the pre- 
vention of proper offices, he did encourage peculation and confuſion in 
accounts, and mutiny in the army, and the ſame did happen in conſe- 
quence thereof, and in particular by his the ſaid Warren Haſtings's 
heinous offence in countenaneing an oppoſition to the eſtabliſhment of 
Courts of Juſtice in Oude, he the ſaid Warren Haſtings is the cauſe of 

all the want of ſecurity to the property and lives of the inhabitants, and 
Jof the many miſchiefs, diſorders, tumults, robberies, and . murders, 
which, from want thereof, did thereafter happen in the faid country 
of Oude, and even in the capital city of Lucknow. 
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HAT the ſaid Warren Haſtings did take a commiſſion or dele- 
> gation to act for the Governor Beuel and Council at Lucknow, 
or ſome ſuch delegation or commiſſi6n,' on condition of finding the ſe- 
Curity of reſponſible bankers for the payment of the Vizier's Debt on 
Jer before the month of January, one thouſand ſeven hundred and 

3 N 1 | 5 eighty - 
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 eighty-fiveg and he did proceed for Lucknow on the fourteenth; of Fe. 
bruary, one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty- four, and returned to 
the city of Calcutta on the third of November, one thouſand: ſeven 
hundred and eighty- four. That the ſaid commiſſion or delegation to 
be executed by him, the Governot General, was totally unneceſſary 
for any one of the objects by him the ſaid Warren Haſtings done, or 
ptopoſed by him to be done, in the ſaid delegation; and he did bring 
upon the Eaſt India Company, by the ſaid unneceſſary delegation, 3 
chatgè of fifty thouſand pounds ſterling, or ſome other great ſum, for 
the expences attending the ſame, at a time when the ſaid Company la- 
boured under very great difficulties,” and when the, ſtricteſt œœconom 

was tilled ſor; and he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, did take with him 
a great train of Engliſh gentlemen, to the number of thirty, or ſome 
other large. and unneceſſary number, beſides his guard, although he 
wWaas well aware that the Vizier Nabob of Oude did always conſider the 
preſence of Engliſh gentlemen as bringing upon him a heavy burthen; 
and though the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in his juſtification of the treaty 

cf: Chunar, did, through his colleague Wheler, inform the Court of 
Directors that the removal of the Engliſh gentlemen and officers from 
the Vizier's Court, as well as ſervice, was a point in which the na» 
tional honour. and reputation was well conſulted, or to that effect. 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, being at Lucknow as aforeſaid, did 
come to ſome agreement or ſtipulation, purporting that no Britiſh Re- 
ſident ſhould ever be ſent into Oude, and that no-Britiſh influence, ſe- 
cret or avowed, ſhould be exerciſed within the ſame, whilſt the Vi- 
zier continued to fulfil his engagements to the Company, which vo- 
Iuntary act of abdication of the power and influence' of this kingdom 
in the province of Oude, he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, was nat le- 
gally authorized to make, without expreſs orders for chat purpoſe from 
the ſupreme authority; and he did preſume to bind the Eaſt Indi 
Company to the obſervance of the 'ſaid unwarrantable agreement, by 
cauſing to be inſerted in the leaſes of the ſeveral farms, let by the ſai 
Vizier, a clauſe, whereby the ſaid leaſes, and all the conditions and 
engagements therein ſtipulated, were to be annulled and made void, 
wherever the ſaid farmers ſhould be interrupted in their functions by 
the interference of a Britiſh Agent, thereby unlawfully precluding, # 

far as in him Jay, on the one hand, the operation of the diſcretion 
His maſters in the conduct of their affairs, or on the other, ſubjeRing 
his ſaid maſters to an imputation on their faith, by breaking an ens 
gagement confidently. made in their name, though without their con- 
ſent, by him the ſaid Warten Haſtings, who was the: firſt. officer d 
their Government. ,That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in thus ſurren 
deting all the influence and authority of the ſaid Eaſt India Compan) 

as an arrangement, behthicial'to the country ſo by him abandoned, and 

as, fer yiceabię to the faid, Company, did aft in direct contradiction 
ſundry e by gick recorded, and tranſmitted afficially for tit 
intarcatidn af tht Eoutt of Directors, and of his Majeſty's, Miniften 
wherein be did zepreſent the exerciſe of the ſaid intens a8 Abou 
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neceſſary · to the. ſaid, Company's affairs, as highly beneficial to the 


country in which it was to be employed, as well as to the prince; and 


that the Government of Calcutta would always retain the ſame, or to 
that effect; as alſo, that he had provided for the lawfulneſs of the 
ſame, under the powers given by a treaty, namely, the Treaty of 
Chunar. That the ſaid \ 1 did, in his ſeveral. letters of 
the thirtieth of April, one thouſand. ſeven hundred and eighty-four, 


to the Court of Directors, and of the firſt of October, one thouſand 


ſeven hundred and eighty- four, to the Council General, aſſign reaſons 
for the ſaid voluntary abdication of authority, highly diſhonourable to 
the. Britiſh name and character; as by the ſaid. letters, reference being 
thereunto had, will appear. And bis offence herein is highly aggra- 
vated, becauſe the imputations thrown by him on the: Britiſh nation 
and Britiſh. government, and their influence, in large and genetal 


terms, ſo far às the ſame are juſt, are entirely owing and imputable to 


the miſconduct of the ſaid. Warren Haſtings himſelf, and his agents, or 
of the-perſons employed, ſupparted, and protected by him. 
That while the ſaid Warren Haſtings did thus endeavour to deſtroy 


the dependence on Britiſh. faith, and wholly to take away and deſtroy 


the Britiſh authority in the province of Oude, he, the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, did nevertheleſs attempt, contrary to his duty, to create an 
excluſive reliance and dependence on his own perſonal faith, and to 


eſtabliſh and confirm his on government by means of his own per- 


ſonal influence, and through his own immediate Agents in the ſaid 
Province of Oude. That after the ſaid Warren Haſtings had ſigned 


the aforeſaid. agreement, renouncing all influence in the ſaid country, 


and had ſtipulated that there ſhould be no Reſident. of the ſaid Eaſt 
India Company in the ſaid province, he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
did nevertheleſs, on his return to Calcutta, after he quittedthe ſaid pro- 
yince, ſtay ſome time in the city of Benares, for the purpoſe of exer- 
eiſing, contrary to his duty and faith, his own influence and authority 
in and over the ſaid government of Oude, and did leave behind him a 
Reſident of his own, at a known yearly expence to the ſaid Nabob of 
twenty-twa thouſand pounds ſterling, or ſome other large ſum of mo- 
ney. That after his return to Calcutta he the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
did, contrary to juſtice, bring forward new charges againſt the late 
Reſident, John Briſtow, purporting that he the ſaid Briſtow, during 
his reſidency, had paid, à large eſtabliſhment of Engliſh penſioness 
from the revenues of the ſaid Nabob, when at the ſame time he the 
laid Warren Haſtings did well know that many of the ſaid penſioners 


had been ſettled thereon hy him ſelf, and none by the authority of the 
ſaid Briſtow. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did alſo corruptly leave 


under the aforeſaid Major Palmer a largh eſtabliſhment of Engliſh pen- 
ſioners, authorized by him the (ſaid Warren Haſtings to be paid out of 
the revenues af. the ſaid: Nabob; and. the ſaid eier did 
thereby, in contradiQion to his faith and J a al preſerve 


ja the ſaid province of Oude a great. intereſt, and an extenſive con- 


nection 
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neon of dependants to himſelf, at an heavy expente to the revenue 


bt the country, after he had altogether relinquiſhed all authority and 
influenee therein on behalf of his lawful maſters, the Eaſt India Com. 
That when the ſaid Warren Haſtings withdrew all public influence 
of the Eaſt India Company from the ſaid province of Oude, he did 
except inaſmuch as he may himſelf fill have retained a perſonal, ſs 
cret, and unwarrantable influence therein) wholly give up and abans 
don the ſaid Nabob and his territories, and the Eaſt India Company 
intereſts therein, to the entire dominion of the ſaid Hyder Beg Khan, 
without any controul or inſpection on the part of the ſaid Company 
though be the ſaid Warren Haſtings was well apprized of the unfit. 
neſs of the faid Hyder Beg for the ſaid truſt, or for any truſt, and had 
expreſſed the ſtrongeſt diſapprobation of the ſaid Hyder Beg's miſcon> 
duct in many particular inſtances, beſides the univerſal diſorder of the 
country; and had even intimated an opinion, that the _—— 
might involve our Government in a new ſcene of hoſtilities by thok 
Which his mal-adminiftration might produ ee. 
And the faid Warren Haſtings, by his agreement aforeſaid, did 
further leave ſundry of the great farms of revenue in the province of 
Oude under Almas Ali Khan, whom he had repreſented. as a difa 
fected perſon, and whom he had ordered to be puniſhed with death. 
That by the agreement aforeſaid the ſaid Warren Haſtings, contrary 
to juſtice, and to honour, did abandon all the perfons who had acted in 
thereforms propoſed by himſelf, ſuch as Mowlavy, Mowbain, Mahomet 
Cauzim, and others, expoſed without any ſtipulation (weak as that 
ſecurity would have been) to the renſentment of ſo implacable a tyrait 
as the ſaid Hyder Beg Khan, who was publicly known, and whom 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings himſelf knew to be exaſperated againſt the 
- ſaid perſons, for the part which they had taken under the faid Warren 


— 


Haſtings's own authority. | | 

That the Bankers, whoſe ſecurity the ſaid Warren Haſtings took 
for the payment of the ſaid Nabob Vizier's debt to the ſaid Company, 
were irreſponſible perſons, who ſoon after failed. That the pretended 
payment of the Nabob's debt was deluſive, and was not accompliſhed 
by the time at which the ſaid Warren Haſtings undertook it ſhould be 
diſcharged ; and that the ſaid Warren Haſtings, contrary to the Britifa 
faith, did violently take away a ſecurity given by John Briſtow, Eſquire, 
late Refident, to a certain native Banker, called Gopal Doſs, who, in 
conſequence thereof, did make a demand for payment of the ſame on 
the Eaſt India Company, and did thereby much affect the ſaid Com- 
pany's credit. CABIN oor „„ 
That by violently reſtraining and anticipating the ſaid Nabob Vi- 
zZier's reſources, for which kind of proceeding the ſaid Warren Hal 
tings had before actually accuſed and impeached the aforeſaid Reſident, 
Middleton, and by leaving the whole adminiſtration of the finances of 
Oude to the ſaid Hyder Beg Khan, and the ſaid Almas Ali Than, he * 
N al 


f. 
hi 
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faid Warren Haſtings did much and dangerouſly affect the payments of 
ſucceeding, years, notwithſtanding the annual charge on the: {aid Na- 
bob was exceedingly diminiſhed, yet the debt of the ſaid Nabob to the 
ſaid Company did ſtand as high as four hundred thouſand pounds ſter- 
ling, or ſome other great fam of money, in the month of July; one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-ſix: In all which actings and 


4 


doings, and in all the ſaid wilful and corrupt neglects of duty, he the. 


faid Warren Haſtings hath been and is guilty of high crimes and miſ- 
demeanors. as | 3 | 


And the ſaid Knights, Citizens, and Burgeſſes, by proteſtation, 
faving to themſelves the liberty of. exhibiting, at any time hereafter, 
any further articles, or other accuſation or impeachment: againſt the 
ſaid Warren Haftings, Eſquire ; and alſo. of replying to his anfwers 
which he ſhall make unto the ſaid. articles, or any of them, and of 
offering proof to the aforeſaid articles, and to all and every other ar- 
ticles, impeachment, or accuſation which ſhall be exhibited by them, 
as the cafe ſhall, according to the courſe of Parliament, require, do 
Way that the ſaid Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, may be put to anſwer the 
ſaid crimes and miſdemeanors ; and that ſuch proceedings, examina-. 
tions, trials, and judgments, may. be thereupon had and given, as is 


agreeable to law and juſtice. 
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